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THE Reception Mr. Wilkes's Letters have 
met 'with, on their feparate Appearance, h^s 
induced one of his fincereft iFriends to pre- 
fent the Public with an entire CoUedion of 
them, as a lading Monument of the refo- 
lute Stand made for Liberty, againft Mini- 
fterial Oppreffion and Tyranny, and of the 
unparalleled Ufage of the Author ; in a Coun-* 
try too, famed for. Freedom from the carlieft 
Records of Time ! — This is a Prefent which 
he makes no doubt will be well received 
by his Friends in particular, and be no lefs 
agreeable to all Lovers of the Britifh Conftltu- 
tion in general ; and no fuch, he really believes, 
can ever be Enemies to Mr. Wilkes. 

The Editor's refiding a few Miles from Paris, 
will, *tis hoped, be an Excufc with the Candid 
for the Errors of the Prefs. 
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^•ocu^i^T^. Seeker prefents h!s compK- 
1 M I ments to Mr. Wilkes, he has 
^^m>^ been three times at his houfe to 
wait on him from Lord Talbot Mr* 
Seeker would be obliged to Mr. Wilkes to 
let him know by a note diicAed to him 
91 Mr. Holford's St. James's Palace, where 
and wiiat time Mr. Seeker could ^ak to 
him this afternoon. If he doc$ not hear 
from Mr. Wilkes, will wait ort bkn by 
nine o'elock toHtnorrow morning at his 
houfe. 

Sept. ID. half an hourpaft two o^cIock* 

Dfr^^if^ /^ John Wilkifi, Efq; • 
B 
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^ Mr. Wilkes's coihplimerits to Mr. 
^ Seeker, was not acquainted till this mi- 

* nute by his note, that Mr. Seeker had 

* once called in Great George-ftrcet, Ihall 
< be at home from feven till eight this 

• evening, and as Mr, Wilkes fliaU be 

• alone, he fuppofes at this meeting Mr. 
« Seeker will bring no company/ 

Friday afternoon. 

Great George-ftrcet, Five, Sept. lo. 

DireHidto 

Mn Seeker, at Mn Holford's St. 
James's Palace. 



• Mr. Seeker's compliments to Mr* 

* Wilkes, he will wait on him alone this 

* evening between feven and eight.' 

St. Jamcs'Sk 

Direeiei iv 

; John Wilkes, Efq; 



SIR, 
* As I have received no anfwcr to a let- 
« ter I wrote to you on the 2 5th of Au- 



( n 

guft, and find by fending to your houfe 
in town that I can hdve no in^mediate 
opportunity of feeing you» I am forced 
again by a letter to a(k if you avow or. 
difclaim being author of the paper en- 
titled the North Briton of the 21ft of 
Auguft/ Talbot. 

Bolton-ftreet. DireSled to 

Sept, 10. 1762. Col. Wilkes* 



A. 



Great George-ftreet, Friday Sept. 1 o 

* My Lord, 

* I beg your Lordfliip to do me the 

* juftice to believe that I have ne\rer yet 
*- received the letter to me at Wincheftcr, 

* which Mr. Seeker tdls me was fent there 
^ a fortnight ago. I have juft now the 

* honour of your Lprdlhip's by. that gen- 

* tlemam .Your Lordfliip afks if I avow 

* or difclaim being author of the paper en- 

* titled the North Briton of the 21ft of 

* Auguft. My anfwer is, that I muft firft 

* infift on knowing your Lordlhip's right 

B 2 
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* to catccKfe me about an anbriymoiij jw-^ 

* per. If your Lordlhip is not fatisfied 

* with this, I Ihall ever be ready to give' 

* your Lordlhip any other fatisfa£tion be- 
^ coming me as a gentleman.' 

I am^ my Lord, 

Your Lordlhip's nwft obedient, 

humble fervant, 

DireSlid to John Wilkes. 

Earl Talbotr 



•Mk**a 



Winchefter, Sept. 14, 1762^ 
My Lord, 

* I left Winchcfter, with Lord Effing- 

* ham's leave, on the fecond of Augufty 
« and did not return to this city till the 

* 1 2th of this* monthr My drum-^major 

* brought me your Lordftiip's letter yef- 

* terday. I now return it with the fcal 

* unbrokby as the cleareft demonftration 

* that I never have read the contents of 

* it, I 'fuppofe they arc the fame witiht 



(5) 
f^ the letter I had the honour of receiving 
f and anTweriog by Mr. Seeker.' 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordfliip's moflt obedient^ 

humble fervant, 

t)ire£lcd t0 Joipr Wilkes. 

Earl Talbot. 



SIR, 

* I fuppofe you have by this time found 

* the letter I wrote direftcd to you at Win- 

^ chefter, and that hath acquainted you 
^ why I addrefled myfeitf to Mr. Wilkes, 
^ to enquire if the North Briton of the 21ft 

* of Auguft was written by him. I well 

* know every gentleman who contributes 

* to fupport periodical papers by his pen, 

* is not anlwerabie for all the papers that 
** appear under the title of that which he 
*? aflifts, but' I cannot conceive that any 

* man (heuld refiife to affure a perfon who 

* hath been the objeft of the wit of any 
^ paper, that he was not the author of a 
t 4)aper he did not write. Evicry man's 

B 3 
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^ fenfc of hoEOur ought to direft his con* 
' duft, if you prefer a perfonal engagc- 
^ ment to the denying being the author of 
' a paper that hath been fo free with my 

* name ; I who am publicly affronted by 
' that paper, cannot in honour avoid r?- 

* quking the fatisfaftion you feem moft 

* defirous to give. Be pleafed to write or 

* fend to me as foon as you have deter- 

* mined what part you will aft. I Ihall 

* be in London Thurfday and Friday next, 
< and this day fe'nnight, after which I fhall 

* not be in London till Thurfday the 23d/ 

I am,' Sir, 

Your humble fervant, 

Talbot^ 

Bolton-ftrcet pireHed to 

Sept. 12.1762^ Col. Wilkes. 

Winchefter^ 



Wincheftcr, Sept. 16, .1762. 

My Lord, 
^ I had not till yefterday the honour of 
your Lgrdihip's letter pf the 1 2th, and 
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^ €jnbracc tkis earliefl opportunity of ac- 

* kiiowledging it. Your Lordfliip has 

* not yet, in my poor idea, afcertaihed the 

* right you claim of interrogating me about 

* the paper of the 2 1 ft of Auguft, and 1 
' will firft know the very good authority 
*' oa which I am thus queftioned, before 

* I will return any anfwer whatever. 

* Your Lordfhip de(ires me to write or 

* fend to you as foon as I have determined 

* what part I fliall aft, I intended my 
c firft letter fhould have made that fuffici- 

* ently clear,* 

I am, my Lord, 
Your Lordfliip's very humble fervant, 
Birelied to John Wilke*. 

Earl Talbot 



S I R, 

* I have this inftant received ypur's of 

* the 1 6th. It is your own declaration be- 

* fore men of truth and honour that you 
^ occafionally aflifted the paper called The 

* North Briton with your pen, that is th^ 

B4 



^ foundation c^myittterrogaCiAgyou^bout 
' thcNorthBritoftoftheaiftof Auguft-^ 
^ and whatever may be your idtz^ mine is 
^ that when a gentleman owns himlelf an 
^ occafional author of an anonynK>us fati-> 

* rical paper> any peribn by name ridi- 
^ culed in fuch an hebdomadal perform* 
^ ance hath a right to a& the occafional 

* avowed writer, if he was the author of 

* the offending paper* 

* You may no^jr. Sir, anfwer my quef- 

* tion or not, I have offered to put myfelf 

* upon that footing with you that became 
*' a man, who hath fpirit, and is influenced 

* by honour — if you do not deny the pa- 
' per I muft and will conclude you wrote 
•^ it/ . . 

Your humble fervant, 

Talbot. 

Bolton-ftreet, Lire^d to 

Sept. 17, J 7 6z. CoL Wilkes, 
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Winchcftcr, Sept. 21, 1762. 
My Lord, 

* Sunday's pofl: brought me your Lord- 
^ {hip's of the 17 th, and by the return of 

* it this waits on your Lordlhip. 

* You are pleafed to fay that it is my 

* own declaration before men of truth and 
^ honour that I occafioiially affifted the 
' paper called the North Briton. I wiflx 

* your Lordfhip had been more explicit, 

* and had mentioned the name of any one 

* gentleman before whom I made that de- 

* claration. Was it made in public ? or 

* was it in private convcrfation ? Still I 

* have the misfortune of not yet feeing 

* your Lordfhip's right of putting the 

* queftion to me about the paper of the 

* 2 ill of Auguft, and 'till I do, I will 
^ never refolve your Lordfhip on that head, 

* though I would any friend I have in the 

* world, who had the curiofity of afklng 

* me, if it was in a civil manner. 

* Your Lordfhip fays that if I do not 
deny the paper, you muft and will con- 
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* elude I wrote it. Your Lordfhip has 

* my frep confent to make any conclufions 

* you think proper, whether they are well 

* or iU grounded ; and I feel the nx)ft 

* perfeft indifference about what they are, 

* or the confequences of them. 

* I intend at prefent to make a tour-on 

* Thurfday to the IQe of Wight I fhall 

* return to this city the beginning of the 

* next week.* 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordfhip*s 

moft humble fervant, 

DireSed to John Wilkes. 

Earl Talbot. 



Winchefter, Sept, 30, 1762. 
SIR, 
* Lord Talbot by your meflage has at 

* laft brought this moft important quef- 

* tion to the precife point, where my firft 

* anfwer to his Lordfhip fixed it, if he pre- 

* ferred that As you have only fcen the 

* two laft letters, I muft entreat you to 
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* caft your eye over thofe preceding, be- 
' caufe I apprehend they will juftify an ob- 

* fervation or two I made this morning, 

* when I had the honour of paying my 

* compliments to you at camp. 

* Be aflured that if I am between heaven 

* and earth, I will be on Tuefday evening 

* at Tilbury's the Red Lion at Baglhot, 

* and on Wednefday morning will play 

* this duet with his Lordfhip. 

• 

* It is a real fatisfaftion to me that his 

* Lordfhip is to be accompanied by a gen- 

* tleman of Colonel Berkeley*s worth and 

* honour. 

« 

* This will be delivered to you by 'my 

* adjutant, who attends me to Bagfhot. 

* I (hall not bring any fervant with me, 

* from the fear of any of the parties being 

* known. My piftols only, or his Lord- 

* (hip*s, at his option, Ihall decide this 

* point. 

* I beg the favour of you to return me 

* 

* the letters, as I mean to leave Winchef- 
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* tcr this evening. I have Lord Brucc?s; 

♦ leave of abfence for ten days.* 

I am, with fincefc regard. Sir, 
Your very bumble fervant, 

JOHK WitKES. 

I hope that we may make a partit 
quarrce for fupper on Tuefday at Baglhot. 

DireSled to 

Colonel Berkeley. 



SIR, 

* I have read all the letters and ftiall 
depend upon the pleasure of fupping 
with you at Tilbury's the Red Lion at 
Baglhot Tuefday evening. My fervant 
will attend me, as the going alone would 
give room for fufpicion, but you may 
depend upon his following your direo- 
tion at Baglhot, and that he fhall not be 
feen where you would not have him— 4 
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^ am iftUdh obliged by your favoundde 

* opinion^ and am, 

* Your very humble fervant, 

N* Berkeley. 
Camp near Winchefter, 
Sept. 30, 1762. 

* Inclofed is tbecopy of a letter received 

* by Mr. Stanfcy this afternoon* [It re- 

* lated to the taking the Havannah.} 
DireSed to 

Colonel Wilkes. 



[To thefe letters we fljall fubjoin the 
fbllowing paper, as it alio relates to the 
J^orth Briton.] 

f«£ARL TfiMPtP, OB. 5, 1762. 

Red Lion at Bagfeot, Tucfday^ 

ten at nighty 

My Lord, 

^ I had the honour of tranfmitting to 

your Lordftip copies of feven letters^ 

which pafled between Lord Talbot and 

me* As the afiair is now over,. I enclole 

aa original letter of Col Berkeley's, with 



a copy of mine previous to it, which fixftd 
the particulars of our meeting, and there- 
fore remained a fecret, very facredly kept 
by the four perfons concerned. 

*' I came here at three this afternoon, 
and about five Twas told, that Lord 
Talbot and Colonel Berkeley were in the 
houfe. Lord Talbot had been here at 
one, and was gone again, leaving a mef- 

fage, however, that he would fbon return. 
I had continued in the room where I w^ 
at my firft coming, for fear of raifing any 
fufpicion. I fent a compliment to Colonel 
Berkeley, and that I wifhed to fee him. 
He was fo obliging to come to me df- 
reftly, I told him that I fuppofed we 
were lb fup together with Lord Talbot, 
whom f was ready to attend, as became 
a private gentleman, and that he and 
Mn Harris, [Mn Wilkes's Adjutant] as 
our fecoftds, would fettle the bufinefs of 
the next morning, according to my letter 
to him from Winchefter, and his anlwer» 
Berkeley faid, that his Lordlhip defiredto 
finiih tjhe bufinefs immediately. I replied, 
that the appointment was td fup toge- 
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thcr ttiat evening, and to fight in "the 
morning, that in confequence of fuch an 
arrangement, I had, like an idle man of 
pleafuie, put off fomebufinefs of real im- 
portance, which I meant to fettle before I 
went to bed. I added, that I was come from 
Mednenham Abbey, where the jovial 
Monks of St. Francis had kept me up till 
four in the nK>mbg, that the world would 
therefore conclude that I was drunk, and 
form no favourable opinion of his Lord- 
(hip from a duel at fuch a time, that it 
more became us both to take a cool hour 
of the next morning, as early a one as was 
agreeable to his Lordfliip. Berkeley laid, 
that he had undertaken to bring us tc^-r 
ther, and, as we were both now at Bag- 
{hot, he would leave us to fettle our own 
bufinefs. He then aflced me, if I woul4 
go with him to his L#ordfliip. I laid I 
would any moment he pleafed. We went 
direftly with my Adjutant. 

I found his Lordfliip in an agony of pall 
fion. He faid, that 1 had injured, that I 
had infulted him, that he was not ufed ta 
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be injured, or infulted : What did I mean f 
Did I, or did I not, write the * North Bri^ 
ten ofAuguft the 21/, which afironted his 
honour ? He would know ; he infifted on 
a direffc anfwer : here were his pi^ols. I 
replied, that he would foon uie them> 
that I defired to know by what right his 
Lordfhip catechifed me about a paper^ 
which did not bear my name \ that I ihouki 
never refolve him that queftion, till he 
made out the right of putting it ; and that 
if I could have entertained any other idea^ 
I was too well bred to have given his Lord- 
fhip and Colonel Berkeley the trouble <^ 
coming to Bagfliot. I obferved, that \ 
was a private Englilh gentleman, perfe&ly 
free and independent, which I held to be 
a charadler of the higheft dignity ; that I 
obeyed with pleafure a gracious Sovereign^ 
but would never fubmit to the arbitrary 
di<5kates of a feUow fubjed, a J^ord Ste* 
ward of his Houfhold \ my fuperior in- 

* Sec the North Briton, No. 12, ^ 
the end of this volume^ 
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deed ia rank, fortune, and abilities, but 
my e(|uai QsAy in honour, courage, and 
tibeity. His Lord&ip then aficed me, if 
I would %ht him that evening. I £iid, 
that I {)refen:ed the next morning, as it liad 
been fettled before, and gave my reafons. 
His Lordihip seplied, tliat he infifted on 
&ii^mg the aSair immediately. I told 
him that I {hould very foon be ready, that 
I did not mean to quit hkn, but would 
abfolutely firft fettle fome important bu- 
finefs relative to the education of an only 
daughter, whom I tenderly loved, that it 
would take up but a very iittle time, and 
I would immediatdy after decide the af- 
fiiirir^ any wayte chofe. for I had bixHigJit 
both fword afid plllois. I rung the bell 
for pen, ink, and paper, dcfiriiig his Lord- 
dObip to conceal his pi&>ls, that they m^ht 
not be leen by the waiter. He foon after 
became half fraatic, and made uie of a 
thoufand indecent eiq^refiions, that I fhould 
be hanged, damned^ Sec. , I faid, that I was 
not to be frighted, nor in the leaft aSe<%- 
cd, by fuch violence 5 that God had given 
C 
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fnc a firmnei$ and fpirit, equal to his Lotd- 
jhip's, or any -man's ; that cool courage 
fhould always mark me, and that it would 

* ■ 

be fcen how well bottomed I was. 
■ *' After the waiter had brought pen* 
ink, and paper, I propofcd that the door of 
the room might be locked, and not open- 
ed, till our bufinefs was decided. His 
Lofdfhip on this propofition became quite 
butrageous, declared that this was meer 
butchery^ and that I was a wretch, who 
fought his life, I reminded him, that I 
came there on a point of honour, to 
'give his Lordlhip fatisfaftion ; that I 
mentioned the circumftance of locking the 
door only to prevent all poffibility oif in- 
terniption, and that I would in every 
tircumftance be governed, not by the tur- 
•bulence of the moft violent temper I had 
ever feen, but by the calm determinations 
of our two feconds, to whom I implicitly 
fubmitted. His Lordlhip then alked me, 
if I would deny the paper. I anfwered, 
that I neither would own, nor deny it -, if 
I furvived I would afterwards declare,, not 
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before. Soon after he grew a little- cool- 
er, and in a fbothing turn of voice faid^ 
I hare never, I believe, offended Mr- 

Wilkes; why has he attacked me? he 
muft be ibny jto fee mc unhappy. I alk- 
ed, upon what grounds his Lordfhip im- 
puted the paper to me ? that Mr. Wilkes 
would justify any paper to which he had 
put his name, • and woul d equally aflert the 
privilege of not giving any anfwer what- 
ever about a paper which he had not ; that 
this was my undoubted right, which I was 
ready to feal with my. blood. He then 
faid he admired me exceedingly, really 
loved me,, but I was an unaccountable 
animal — ^fuch parts ! but would I kill him 
who had never offended me ? &c. &c. &c. 
" We had after thi^ a good deal of con- 
verfation about the Bucks Militia^ and the 
day his Lordfliip came to fee us on Wy- 
comhe Heath, before I was Colonel. He 
foon after flamed out again, and faid to 
me, you are a murderer, you want to kill 
me, but I aiti fiire I (hall kill you, I know 
I fhall, ly God. If you will fight, if you 

C 2 



kill me, I hope you will be hanged. I 
know you will. I afked, if I was firft to 
be kilkd^ and afterwards banged ; that I 
knew iiis Lordfliip fooght me with the 
King^s pardon in his |>ocket» and I fought 
him with a baker about my neck ; that I 
would fight him for aU that, and if he 
fell I fhould not tarry liore a moment for 
the tender mercies ctffiidi a Minifftry, but 
Would -diredbly proceed to the next ftageti^> 
where my vaita: ^ chamfore waited for *me^ 
«nd from thence I would mdce the beft of 
«tty way to France, asimen of ihonoar werifc 
lifre of |)FOte6bion in that kingdom. He 
jeemed much affefbed by this. He them 
cold me, that I was an unbeliever, and 
wiflied to be kikled. I could not help 
foiiling ^ this, and obferved that we did 
not meet at Biigfliot to fettle articles t)f 
faith, but pointS'of honour ; that indeed I 
liad no fear of dyings but I enjoyed life as 
much as any man in it ; that I was as lit^ 
tie fubjeft to be gloomy^ or even pccv^^ 
as any Englifliman v^hatevef ; that I va- 
lued lifei and the fair enjoyments pf k f(^ 
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tnuch, I would never qtrit it by my 
confent, except on a call of honour. 

I then wrote a letter to your Lordfliip, 
Ttfpe&mg the education of Mifs Wilkes, 
and gave you my poor thanks for the. 
Aeady &iendihip, with which you have fo 
many years honoured me. CcJonel Berk- 
ley took the care of the letter, and I have 
fince defired him to lend it to Stpwe, for 
the fentiments ^ die heart at fuch a mo- 
ment are beyond all politics, and indeed 
every thing eUe, but fiieh virtue as Lord 
Temple's. 

," When I had fcafcd my letter, I told 
Us' Lordfhip i was entirely at his fervice^ 
and I agaia defbed that we might decide 
the afl^r in the room^ becauie theK couM 
Hot be a poffibility of interruption ; but 
ke was quite, inexoralrie. He then afked 
me how many times we fhould fire ? I 
£ud, that I left it to his choice: I had 
.brought a Aalk of powder, and a bag of 
%ullet8. Ourieconds then charged the 
piftok, which my Adjiatant had brought. 
They were large horfe piftola. It was that 

C 2 
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wc fhould fire at the word of command, to 
be given by one of our feconds. They 
toffed np, and it fell to my Adjutant to 
give the word. We then left the inn, and 
talked to a garden at fome diftancc from 
the houfe. It was near feven, and the 
moon fhonc very bright. We ftood about 
eight yards diftant, and agreed not to turn 
round before we fired, but to continue 
facing each other. . Harris gave the word. 
Both our fires were in very .exa<3: time, bu{ 
neither took effeft. I walked up imme- 
diately to his Lordfhip, and told him that 
now I avowed the paper. His Lordlhip 
paid me the higheft encomiums on my 
courage, and faid he would declare every 
where that I was the nobleft fcUow God 
had ever . made, He then defired, that 
we might now be good friends, and rcrirc 
to the inn to driak a bottle of claret toge- 
ther, which we did with ^"eat good humour 
and mucfi laugh. His Lordihip afterwards 
went to Windfor, Colonel Berkley and my 
Adjutant to Winchefter, and I continue 
here ;ill to-morrow morning, waiting the 
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return of my valet dc cbambre^ to whom 
I have fent a meflenger. Berkley told me, 
that he was grieved for his Lordfhip and 
pailion, and admired my courage and 
coolnefs beyond his fartheft idea ; that was 
his cxpreflion. 

^' I have a million of other particulars 
to relate, but I blufh already at the length 
of this letter. Your Lordftiip will foon 
fee Colonel Berkley, and I hope in a :few 
days to pay my devoirs at Stowe. I in- 
tend to be Aylefbury quarter feffions by 
Thurfday dinner. 

" My moft relpe&ful compliments al-r 
ways attend Lady Temple." 

I am ever, my dear I^rd^ 

Your Lordihip's very devoted, > 

And obedient humble fcrvant, 

John WiLKEji/ 



» 
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[The folUming are the papers r dating t^thi^ 
eafe cfMr. Wflke^ ofut the j^^th namher 
^/i&^ North Bfiton.} 

MAGNA CHART A, 

Cap. 29. 

NULLUS Liber Homo capiatur^ vcl 
imprifonetufy aut diffeijiatur^ de li- 
b^o tcncmcnto fiio, vcl libertatibus, 

"tcl LIBBRIS eONrStTETUDllHlBtTS SITIS, ZXXt Ut- 

bgeter, aut cxtrlet, aut aliquo modo defiru- 
atur. Ncc fupcr eum ibitnus^ ntcfuper 
turn mittemus nili per legale judicium pa- 
rium fuorum, vel per legem Tcrra^J* 

As the apprehenfion, and commitment 
of John Wilkes, Efq; member of parlia- • 
ment, to the Tower, muft have railed the 
curtofitf of many people, to know the cir- 

* No freeman may be apprehended^ or 
imprifcned^ or diffeijfed of his freehold, or 

LIBERTIES, or FREE CUSTOMS, Or bc OUt- 

lawed or banifhed, or any wife deftrcyed. 
Nor will we pafs upon bim^ nor condemn 
bimj but by fhc lawful judgment of his 
peers, or by tiie law of tie land. 
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comftaHces att^endtng it, the foltewing de- 
tail of fimfic fafits (tif>oft which cvcrf rea- 
^r wfU make his own comments) cannot 
be uikiealbftable, and are perhaps abfo- 
hrtefy necefl3ury to be laid before the pub- 
lie. 

Oh Saturday the 30th of April, tyS^^ 
early in the forenoon, three of his ma- 
jcfty's mcflfengers, by virtue of a warrant 
from the fecrctary of ftate, feized on the 
pei^ of the £>]d John Wilkes, Efq; 
member of parfiament 5 of which warrant 
the following is a ttv^ copy. 

^ ^> George Montague Dunk earl of 
HaKfas: vifcount Sunbury and 
baron Halifax one of the lords 
of his m^cfby*s moft honourable 
privy council lieutenant gene- 
ral of his majeft/s forces and 
principal fecretary of ftate. 
Thefe are in his majefty's name to 
authorize and requii'C you (taking a 
conftabfe to your afliftance) to make 

' ftri£k and diffigent fearch for the au« 
thors printers and publifhers of a fe* 

ditious and trcafonable paper intitlcd 
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the North Briton Number XLV Sa-^ 
turday April 23 1763 printed for 
G. Kearfly in Ludgate Street London 
and therp or any of them having 
found to apprehend and feize toge- 
ther with their papers and to bring 
in fafe cuftody before: me to be ex- 
amined concerning the premifes and 
further dealt with according to law 
And in the due execution thereof all 
mayors fheriffs juftices of the peace 
conftables and all other his majefty's 
officers civil and military and loving 
fubjcfts whom it may concern are to 
be aiding and afTifting to you as there 
fhall be occafion and for fo doing 
this fhall be your warrant Given at 
St. James's the twenty-fixth day of 
April in the third year of his majefty's 
reign . , 

direSled to Dunk Halifax 

Nathan Carrington John Money 
James Watfon and Robert Blackmore 
Four of his majefty*s meffengers in ordi- 
nary 
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N, B. The officers had a verbal ordcr> 
ta put this warrant in execution by enter- 
ing forcibly into the houfe of John Wilkes, 
Efq; member of parliament, at midnight; 
and thofe officers are now threatened with 
the lofs of their places for not complying 
with fuch verbal inftruftions. 

On the intimation of Mr. Wilkes, mem- 
ber of parliament, being in cuftody, a 
motion was made in thd court of common 
pleas then fitting in Weftminfter Hall, for 
a Habeas-Corpus, which was granted ; 
though by reafon of the Prothonotory's 
office not being open, fuch Habeas Cor- 
pus could not be fued out 'till four o'clock 
in the afternoon. 

Several gentlemen, friends and acquaint- 
ance of the faid John Wilkes, Efq-, member 
of parliament, applied for admittance into 
his houfe, which was then peremptorily re- 
fufed by a pretended order from the fecre- 
tary of ftate -, which order, though re- 
peatedly requefted, was not or could not 
be produced. 

As no proper or /i?^^/ authority appeared 
to countenance fuch refufal, the gentlemen 
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thought themfelves no ways obKged to 
ol)cy the v^^ commands of officers aft- 
kig only under a verbal authority -, and 
^nt^eircd accordingly without further quef- 
tron or moleftation from thofe officers. 

Mr. Wood, the deputy fecretary of 
ftate, being fent fisr, demanded the reafon 
<>f fuch forcil^k entry -: It was replied that 
m force had been ufedj and that the gen- 
tlemen thought themfelves iegaffy ju&ificd 
In ^at they had done. 

Soon after this (whether fent for or not, 
<iocs not appear) Philip Carteret Webb, 
Efq; foKcitor to the treafury, came intcf 
the room, and fome private converfation 
, between him and Mr. Wood having paflfec^ 
the latter afked, if any gentkman then . 
f refent would attend or infpeft the officers 
while they were fealing up all papers in 
the houfe of Mr. Wilkes ; or ufed words to 
that or the like efFeft. 

Mr. Wilkes having declined accepting 
of the like offer, no perfon then prefent 
thought himfelf authorized to take upon 
ffkim fiKli kipeflioQ. 
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^ Notwithflandmg it was known^ Uut 
the court of common pleas had granted an 
Habeas Corpus, of which faft, PhiHp 
Carteret Webb, Efq-, ft^itor to the tsea- 
fury, at that time at Lord Halifax's, was 
then well aflured ; yet was the faid John 
Wilkes, Efq; member of parliasieiit, com* 
mitted to the Tower of London. 

His folicitor and one of his council, 
foon after they heard of fuch commitment, 
went IX) the Tower in order to confult 
with the faid John Wilkes, about the k- 
gsl methods to be pisrfuedfor Ids enlarge- 
ment, but were denied admittance ; Ma* 
jor Ransford informii^ them, that he had 
received orders from the ficretary oijiatey 
not to admit any per Jon whatfotver^ toipeak 
with or fee the faid John Wilkes : and fur- 
ther informed them, that he had juft be- 
fore refufed the right honoun^>Ie the 
carl Temple fuch admittance. 

On Sunday, May the firft, the fame 
gentlemen between the hours of twelve 
and one, called again upon Major Hans- 
ford, on the fame occafion \ but were again 
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denied admittance, as were foon after many 
noblemen and gentlemen of the firft dif- 
tindion, and Mr. Wilkes's own brother. 

After fuch denial, Mr. Wilkes's folicitor 
demanded of the Major a copy of the war- 
rant, under which Mr. Wilkes was com- 
mitted to the Tower ; which was readily 
granted by the Major, and of which the 
following is a true copy. 

Charles earl of Egremont and 
George Dunk earl of Halifax lords 
of his majefty's moft honourable 
privy council and principal fecre- 
taries of ftate. 
Thefe are in his majefly's name to 
authorize and require you to receive 
into your cuftody the body of John 
Wilkes, efq; herewith fent you for 
being the author and publiftier of a 
moft infamous and feditious libel in- 
titled the North Briton number 45 
tending to inflame the minds and 
alienate the aflTedllons of the people, 
from his majefty and to excite them 
to traiterous infurreftions againft the 
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government, and to keep him lafe 
and clofe until he (hall be delivered 
hy due courfe of law, and for fo do- 
ing this IhaU be your warranto Given 
at St. James*s the 30th day of April 
1763 in the third year of his ma- 
jelly's reign. 

Jigned 

Egremont L. S. 

Dunk Halifax L. S. 

To the right hon. John Lord 
Berkley of Strat;ton conftable 
of his majefty's Tower of 
London, or to the lieutenant 
of the laid Tower or his de- 
puty. 

Philip Carteret Webb, efq; folicitor to 
the treafury, then being prefent in the faid 
Major Ransford's room, Mr. Wilkes's 
coxincil and folicitor applied to the faid 
Mr. Webb for admittance to the faid Mr. 
Wilkes. 

Philip Carteret Webb, efq-, defired Ma- 
jor Ransfprd to allow fuch admittance, 
which he would indemnify ; the Major, 
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mth a fpiiit becamlng a gcxid cffiocT) re^ 
plied, he could not difobcy orders. 

PisftHp Caiteret Webb, <iq; reanfwered, 
be believed diere cwft lifinre been a mif- 
tiake in the orders, and dvat, if either of 
die fecretaries of Aate ^mre in tx)wn, he 
would apply to them, and obtain fuch ad- 
mittance as aforefaid, and that he ivon^^ 
either fend or bring an order for fiich ad- 
mittance in the afternoon. 

Upon this afiertion, thefe-id Mr.Wilkes's 
council and folicitor bct?ween eight and 
nine o'clock in the e^^ning of ^he fame 
day, again weaat to the Tovver and afi- 
plied for admittance as «£breiaid« The 
Major having received no inftruftionsfpom 
either the fecretaric5 of ftatc^ or Philip 
Carteret Webb, efq; j?efufi5d as before. 

On the morning of IVfonday, the fecpnd 
of May, the <:ourt of comaaon plea« order- 
ed a return to their writ of Habeas Cor- 
pus, which return not then appeariag to 
the court to be fufficient, the court order- 
ed, that the faid return Ihould not at pre- 
fent be filed ; but upon motion granted 
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another ttabcas Corpus direded to the 
conftablc and fo forth of the Tower of 
London. 

Mr. Wilkes's folicitor and council the 
fame day, between the hours of two and 
three, again went to the Tower, and made 
application to Major Ransford for admit* 
tance to the faid John Wilkes, efq-, but 
were rcfufed luchadmittance. Major Rans- 
ford declaring that he received no orders 
from either of the fecretaries of ftate to- 
rfiat purpofc. There appeared upon the 
table of the faid Major Ransford a written 
order for him to take down the names of 
all perfons applying for admittance to Co* 
lonel Wilkes. 

MAGNA EST VERITAS. 



Orders iffked by the lieutenant governor of 
ihe Tower refpeSling the detention of John 
mikesy Efqy 

• That the warders appointed to keep a 

* clofe prifoncr, fliall not prefume to leave 

* him for a moment alone, either night or 
D 
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* day, or to chan^ their duty, with other 

* warders, but by particular leave or or^ 

* der from the conftable^ lieutenant, de- 

< puty lieutenant, or in their abfence the 
« nxdjor of the Tower. 

* They are to permit no peribn to 

< have admittance into the room he i^ 

* confined in, or to ^eak to him, but 

* by particular order brought them by 

* the major^ or gentleman gaoler/ 

The Major had likewife a written opder, 
to take down the names of all peribns who 
^.pplied for admittance to Mr. Wiifces. 



On the morning of Tuefday May 2% 
Mn Wilkes was brought to the bar of the 
court of Common- Pleas, Wdbninfter, 
where he made the Allowing fpeech. 

* I FEEL myftif happy to be at laft 
^ brought hefdii« a court, and beforejudgeSy 

* whofe charafteriftic is the love of liberty. 
^ I have many humble thank; to neturn 

* for the immediate order you were pleaied 

* to iffuc^ to give jne an opportunity of 
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* Ujiftg njy gricvMCf* t)e.fore ypu. They 
^ ^le of a l^i^ l^thelto ynp^akkd id this 

* ftecGomioy,aRdItwftthccoiif€quences 
^ will te^oh miniilen of fcottifh and ar- 

* hitrary principle? that the liberty of an 
^ Englifti fubjedb is not to be ^rted away 
f with impunity, in this cruel ^d deipo- 
^ dc manner. 

* I w^ accufed of being the author of 

* the North Briton, No. 45* I fliaU only 
^ remark upon that paper that it takes all 

* lo^d of accuf^ion from tl^e fecred name 
f of ^prince, whofe f^ly I loYe and ho- 
^ nopr a$ the glorious defenders of the caufe 
^ ofliherty^ and who&perfimal qualities are 
^ fo amiable, great, and refpe^able, that he 

* isdefervedly theidolofhispeppl^. I^is 
^ the peculiar fashion and crkne of thefe 

* times, and of thofe who hold high mi- 

* nifterial offices in government, to throw 

* every odious charge from themfclves 

* upon majcfly. The author of this pa- 

* per, whoever he may be, has, upon con- 

* ftitutional principles, done direftly the 
^ reverie, an^ is therefore in me the fup- 

D 2 
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pofed author, meant to be perfecuted 
accordingly. The particular cruelties 
of my treatment, worfe than if I had 
been a fcottifli rebel, this court will 
hear, and I dare fay, from your juftice 
in dvc time redreis. 
^ I may perhaps Hill have the means 
left me to ihew that I have been fuperior 
to every temptation of corruption. They 
may indeed have flattered themfelves, 

that when they found corruption could 
not prevail, perfecution might intimi- 
date. I wiU ihew myfelf fuperior to 
both. My papers have been feized, per* 
Jiaps with a hope the better to depnve 
.me of that proof of their meannefs, and 
•corrupt prodigality, which it may ppf- 
fibly, in a proper place, be yet in my 
power to give." 
He then pleaded by his council, Mr* 
Seqeant Glynn, for his difcharge, alledg- 
ii\g that his commitment was not valid. 
The debate lafted from eleven o'clock till 

■ 

a quarter pafl: two; when after fcveral 
learned arguments on both fides, he was 
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remanded back to the Tower; and his 
:friends had, for the firft time, the op» 
portunity of accels to him. At his depar« 
ture from the hall, the acclamations of 
the people were. Liberty ! Liberty ! Wilkes 
for ever, and no excife ! The court then 
adjourned to Friday the 6th of May, at 
which time he was ordered to b$ brought 
up again, that the affair might be finally 
determined. 

His friends now had the liberty of vifit- 
ing him ; and perhaps no prifoner in the 
Tower of London ever before, was at- 
tended by fuch an illuftrious train of vifi- 
tors. 

During this reipite his majefty was 
pleafed to illue orders to lord Egremont, 
to remove him from his poll of colonei-in 
the militia of the county of Buckingham, 
which was fignified to him in the follow- 
ing letter. 
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Cvpy of a Imtrfrm fbe Earl of Egrcmont 
h? thi Earl Trtfiple. 
My L'ord^ 
THE king having judged \t ittif*6pf€iv 
that JaM Wiflces, e% ftioiild^BLy IcSnger 
fcontmne \:d be dolcn'el <!>f the amB^ for 
tJifc ccmnty of Bttcfeihgharft-, I itm com- 
ittanded to fignif^ Iris taajefty's ¥*»fare 
to your lordlhip, that you do forthwith 
give the heceffary orders fdrdirpfecitigMr, 
WiBtes, ^s -in officer in the fhflitia for the 
Md tx:)unty of Buckirrgharti. 
1 am ^tth reipeft. 

My Lord, ' 

Your lordfhips m<)ft obedient 
hunArlc 'feiVaht, 
Whitehall, feGkE»*dil*. 

May, if, 1765- 

*r^ tik earl Tartff>lc. 



Letter from the earl Temple to John 

Wilkes, efqy 

SIR, 

AT my return laft night from the Tow^r, 
I received the enclofcd letter from the Earl 
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of £gremont : in confequence of his nu« . 
jefty's commands therein fignified, yoii 
will pleafe to obfenre, that you lio longer 
continue colonel of the militia for the 
county of Buckingham. 

I cannot, at the fame time, help ex- 
preffing x\^c concern I feel in the lofs of aa. 
officer, by his deportment in command, 
endeared to the whole corps. 

I am. Sir 

Your moll obedient; 

And mofi humble ienrant^ 

TlMFL£« 

Pall Mall, 
Mays, 1763 

To John Wilkes, cfqj 
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Ctfpy of a {ett$r frm John Wilkes, efq^ t0 

tbi £tfr/ Temple* 

My Lord, 

I H AV E this moment the honour of yo^jr 
lordlhip's letter, fignifyjng his iji^e^'s 
commands that 1 (hould M longer con^i*- 

D4 
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nue colonel of the militia for the count/ 
of Buckingham. I have only to return 
your lordfhip ttiy warmeft thanks for the 
fpirit and zeal you have fhewn in the (up* 
port of that conftitutional meaiure from 
the very beginning. Your lordfhip will 
pleafe to remember, that I was amongft 
the foremoft who offered their fervices to 
their country at that crifis. Buckingham 
fhire is fenfible, and has always acknow- 
ledged, that no man but your lordfhip 
could have given fuccefs to that meafure 
in our inland county. I am proud of the 
teftimony your lordfhip is plcafed to give 
me, and am happy, in thefc days of peaicc, 
to leave fo amiable a corps in that perfcSt 
harmony, which has from the beginning 
fubfiflcd. 

I have the honour to be. 

With Unfeigned refpeft, 

My Lord, 
Your lordfhip's rnofl obedient^ 
Tower, .and mofl humble fcrvant, . 
May 5> 1763. John Wilkbs* 

^ To the Earl Temple 
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Akgli^ Jura in omni cafii Libbrtati 
dant Favorem. 

In^us et CrudeUs judicandus eft qui Li- 
BERTATi non favet. Coke Littkton. 

On Friday the 6th of May, Mr. Wilkes 
was brought up from the Tower to the 
court of common pleas, where (as ibon 
as the court was feated) he made the foL> 
lowing ipeech : 

* My Lords, 
FAR be it from me to regret that I have 
pailed fb many more days in captivity^ 
as it will have afforded you an opportu* 
nity of doing upon mature refle£tiont 
and repeated examination, the more fig* 
nal juftice to my coimtry. The liberty 
of all peers and gentlemen, and what 
touches me more fenfibly, that of all the 
middling and inferior ftt of people, who 
ftand moft in need of proteftion, is in 
my cafe this day to be finally decided 
upon : a queftionof fuch importance as 
to determine at once, whether Engliiftt 
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liberty be a ferity or a fiiadow. Your 
own fteebom hearts will feel uddi in* 
dignation and compaffion ail that load 
of oppreflion under which I have lb long 
laboured^ Clofe impriibmnent, the ef- 
fect of premeditated malice ; all accefs 
for more than two days denied to me ; 
my houfe ranfacked and plundered ; my 
moft private and fccret concerns di- 
vulged ; every Tile and malignant infi^ 
nuation even of high treafon itfelf, no 
lefs induftrioufly than falfcly circulated^ 
by fny cruel and implacable enemies, to- 
gether wkh all the various infolence of 
office^ form but a part of my. unexam- 
pled ill treatment. Such inhuman prm^ 
ciples of ftar chamber tyranny, will, J 
trtift, by this court, upon this folemn 
occafion, be findly e^ttirpated, and 
henceforth every innocent man, how- 
'CvcT poor and unlupportcd, may hope 
to fleep in peace and fecurity in his own 
houfe, wnriolated by kingf s meflfengcrs, 
and the ^rrbkrary mandates of an over; 
Ijcaring fecretajy trf" Hate. 



* 1 tnft Wo foftger dfekj' ybur juftice. 
^ The nation is impatient to hear^ norcatt 

* be iafe or happy till thit b obtained^ 

* If tte feme ^erfectition is tftet all td 

* Cfiny hie bdere fltK>ther court, I hope I 
^ fhall fiftd t^it the genuine ^rit of Ma^^ 
^ na Chaita^ that glorious inheritaocei 
^ thatxiiA:inguij(hingchara£beri(ticof£ng* 
^ Uikn^eh) is as religiioufly revered /i&er«^ 

* ^ I know it is hefe^ by the great pen- 

* fbna^'s, befere wjiofti I have now the 

* fcappinefs t6 ftamd ^ and (as in the ever* 

* ^ tndcjp&ndeftt ^'«?5r <rf free-bom £^«- 
. ^ liftinften thkt wHl^periift to determine my 
^ fate, as in .^onfcietee 'bomid, upon con*- 

* ftittitiohalprinciptes, by a yerdift oipilty 
^ or »e^ guilt^s I aflc no more nt the 



A^fkft* ^hidi. 1^ court pitxM^ed t6 
•give^hfeiSr^M^ft : fiwd Mr. WiikciB wai 
ordered to be dif charged. He then ad* 
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drefled himfelf to the court in the word» 
following. 

* My Lords^ 

* GREAT as my joy muft naturally be at 

* the dccifion which this court with a true 
fpirit of liberty y has been pleafed to make 
concerning the unwarrantable feizure of 
Wf perfon^ and all the other confcquen- 
tial grievances, allow me to aflure you 
that I feel it far lefs fcnfibly on my own 
account y than I do for the public. The 
fufferings of an individual are a trifling 
object J when compared with the wbole^ 
and I Ihould bluih to feel for fnyfelf in 
comparifon with confiderations of a na* 
ture fo tranfcendently fuperior. 
* I will not trouble you with my pool* 
thanks. Thanks are due to you from 
the whole Englijh nation, and from ^/Z 
the fubjefts of the Englifh crown. They 
will be paid you, together with every tet 
timony of zeal and aiFeAion to the learn-- 
edferjeanty* who has fo a^^ and fo con^ 

♦ Mr. Serjeant Glynn. 
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^ Jiitutimaify pleaded my cauie, and in 

* mine (with pleafure I fay it) the caufe of 

* liberty. Every teftimony of my grati- 
^ tude is jiiftly due to you^ and I take 

* leave of this court with a veneration and 
^ reipeft, which no time can obliterate, 

* nor can the molt grateful heart fuffici- 

* ently exprefe.* 

When Mr. Wilkes had ended, the au- 
dience buril into an univerfal Jhout^ which 
was often repeated. Mr. Wilkes ftaid 
fome time in a room adjoining to the court, 
in expe£tation that the crowd would dif- 
f erfe : at lafi, finding that it continually 
encreafed, he went out of the back door 
of the common pleas, and was received 
by a prodigious multitude of people who 
attended him, amidfl: continual acclama- 
dons, to his own houfe in Grcfat George 
Street, Weftminfter. The evening con^ 
eluded with bonfires, illuminations, and 
other rejoicings. 

VIVANT REX ET JUDICES REGIS, 



t 



46) 



Qn Mr. WUkes^s return home from the 
court of common pkas, he fent the fol- 
lowbg letter to the feoFetaries of ftate. 

Great George Street, May 6, 1763. 

My Lords, 
ON my return here from Weftmipfter 
Hall, where I hwe beca difch^rged from 
jpiy commitment to the Tower under yqnr 
lordfhips warrant, I find (hat my houfe 
has been robb-d, and am informed that 
the ftolen gqodjs »rc in the poflfeffiQii of one 
pr both of yqur Iqrdifbips. I tl>erefore i^ir 
nH that you do forthwith return then) 
to 

Your humbk fervant 

JPHN WlLK£S« 

the ear}s of Egrempf)t ^nd Ha^. 
Jifax, his m^efty's principajl 
fecretaries of ft^te. 

[N«t morning ^^. Wijk«s in pirfon, 
attended only by Mr. Grignion, of Ruflel- 
Street, Covent-Garden, went to fir John 
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Fielding's^ in Bow-Street^ and dem«nded 
at warrant to fearch the. houfes of the carb 
of Egremont and Halifax, his msgcfty^a^ 
principal fecretaries of ftate^ for the gooda 
ftolen out of his houfe, which he h^ re* 
ceived information were lodged at thr faid 
houfes of the fecretaries of ihxe^ or one 
of them, John Spinnage, Efcj; the fit- 
ting juflice, refufed to iffue tihe laid war- 
rant,] 



•»m 



. The aext day Mr. Wilke« received th« 
£>U9wing anfwer to hi$ lettier. 

Great Qeorge Sd^eet^ May 7, i*^6^^ 

SIR, 

IN anfwer to your letter of yeftcfday, in 
which you take upon you to make ufe of 
the iniectnt and fcurrilous expreffions of 
your hliving found yotar houfe bad been 
rohbedy and that the ftolen goods are in our 
pbjfejfion : we acquaint you that your pa- 
pers were feized in confequence of the 
heavy charge brought againfl: you, for be- 
ing the author of an infamous and fediti- 
ous libel, tending to inflame the minds,^ 
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ind alienate the affedions of die people 
from his majefty, and excite them to tnu- 
terous infurre£tions againft the govemv 
ment; for which libel, notwithftanding 
your difcharge from your commitment to 
the Tower, his majefty has ordered you 
to be profecuted, by his attorney general. 
We are at a lofs to guefi what you mean 
hyjiokn goods : but fuch of your papers as 
do not lead to a proof of your guilt, (hall 
be reflored to you ; fuch as are necefliuy 
for that purpofe, it was our duty to deli* 
ver over to thole, whofe office it i& to cot- 
led the evidence, and maoage the pro&* 
cution againft you. 

We are 

Your humble fervants, 

Egremont. 

DuKK Halifax. 
Direffed to 

Mr. Wilkc$. 
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To this anfwer Mr. Wilkes fent thefotlgw^ 

ingrefly^ viz. 

Great Georgc-ftreet, May 9, 1763- 

^ My. Lords, 

* LITTLE did I oqpeft, when I wa« re- 

* quiring from your lordihips^ wh^it an 

** Englilhman has a right to, his property 

* taken from hinx, md faid to be in your 

* lordfliips pofleffibn, that I fliould have 

* received in anfwer, from pcrfofis in your 

* high ftation, the expreflions of indecent 

* and fcurrilous applied to my legal de- 

* mands. The refpedt 1 bear to Ms ma- 

* jefty, whofe fenrants it feems you ftiU 

* arc, though yow ftand legally convifted 

* of having in nie violated, i^ the higheft 

* and moft oflfenfive manner^ the liberties 

* of all the commons in England, prevents 
^ my returning you an anfwer in the fame 
' Billingfgate language. If I confidered 
** you only in your private capacities, I 

* fliould treat you both according to your 

* deferts : but where }& d^ wonder that 
E . . 
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^ men, who have attacked the facred K- 
' berty of the fubjeft, and have iflued an 
' illegal warrant to feize his property, 
' fhould proceed to fuch libellous expref- 
' fions ? You fay, " that fuch of my pa-^ 
*' pers fhall be reftored to me, as do not 
*' lead to a proof of my jguilt/' I owe this 

* to your apprehenfion of an aftiori, not 

* to your love ofjuftice -, and in that light, 

* if I can believe your lordlhips affurances, 

* the whole will be returned to me. I fear 
< neither your profecution, nor your per- 

* fecution; and I will aflert the fecurity of 
' myownhoufe, the liberty of my perfon, 

* and every right qf the people, not fo 

* miuch for my own fake, as for the fake of 

* every one of my Engliih fellow fubjeds. 

Jam, 

my Lords, 

Your humble fervant, 

John Wilkes.' 
DireSed to 

the earls of Egremont and Ha- 
lifax, his majefty's principal fe- 
cretaries of (tate. 
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{0» tbefirji day of the feffions of parliament 
(Nov. 15, 1763.) Mr. Wilkes madetbi 

following Jpeech.] 

* Mr. Speaker, 

^ I THINK it my diity to lay before the 
^ houfe a few fafts, which hive occure4 

* fince our laft meeting, becauft, in my 
^ humble opinion, (which I fhall always 
^ fubmit to this houfe) the rights of all the 
^ Commons of England, and the privi- 
' Ipges of parliament have, in my peribn, 
^ been highly violated. I Ihall at prefent^ 
^ content myfelf with barely ftating the 
[ fafts, and leave the mode of proceeding 

• to the wifdom pf the houfe. 

* On the 30th of April, iji the mom*- 
ing, I was made a prifoner in niy own 

' houfcj by fome of the king's meffengers* 
' J demanded by whjit authority they had 
forced their way into niy nK>my and was 
fhewn a warrant in which no perlbn was 
named • in particular, but generally^ the 
^authors, printers and publifliers of a fc- 
ditious and treafonable paper, entitled^ 
The North Briton, Nq» 45^. The mcfc 
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ieAjger^ Mifted on mf goiftg: btkltt lord 
HaiikXf which I abfokitdy reftiie^, be- 
caufe the warrant was, I thought, illegal, 
and did not refpeft me, I applied, . by 
xny friends, to the court, of conupo^ 
pleas, for a Habeas Corpus, which waj 

gr^ited, but as the proper office was nat 
then open, it could not immediately iC- 
fue, I was afterwards ^ carried, by vipr 
knee, before the earls of Egremont aind 
Halifax, whom I informed of the or- 
ders' given by the court of common pleas 
for the Habeas Corpus ; and 1 enlarged 
upon this fubjed to. Mr. Webb, the fo- 
ficitor of the treafury. I was, however, 
hurried away to the Tower by another 
wairaftt, which declared me the author 
^4 puWifhcr of a mo^ infamous and fc- 
^I6ii9 Bbeli intitfed, The Ncrth Srifony 
K^. 45. The word treafvnable was 
dropped, yet I was defamed a clofe pri* 
* fone r, tjld no peribn was fiiiifered to 
tome war me for almoft three day^, al- 
though my G^hdl^ and feveral of my 
l^ends^ demancfed ^dmittwcc, in order 
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^ 130 coacerr tjae fneaos of it^corcriiig isf 

* mpetty. My feoufe was ph*ndcfed^ «iy 
^ bureaus I^Foi;^ opeA, Ixy order of two of 

* y0u/ members, Mr, Wood m4 Mr. 

* Webb» and allipy fnifcn carried aivigr. 
^ After fix days impdUbnmeot I was diA 
« xiw^^hY the mmxQowjx^gmcutof 
< the oouft of commoQ pkas, ^' That the 

privilege of this houfe exteiided to my 
cafe." Notwithftahding this folemn dfc- 

* cifion of one of the king's fuperior 

* comts of juftke, ad&w daf s al^r, I was 
^ krycd with a fubpaeaa upooAoinfonBg* 
^ tion exhibited againib me in the king's 

* bench. I loft no time in confulting the 

* beftbooks^ as weH as the greateft Kving 

* authorities ; and from the trucft judg- 

* ment I could form, I thought that the 

* ferv'ing me with a fubpcena was another 

* violation of the privilege of parliament, 

* which I will neither defert tior betray^ 

* and therefore I have liot yet entered an 
^ appearance. 

• I now ftaiid in the judgment of the 
Miottfe, fiibmkting, with the utmoft de- 

-E3 



(-5*4) 
^ fcfcnce, the whole cafe to their joftictf 

* and wifdom, and beg leave to add, that 

* if after this important bufihefs has in its 

* full extent been maturely weighed, you 
^ {(lall be of c^inion^ that I jun intitled 

* to privilege, I fhaH then be not only 

* ready, but eagerly defirous, to wave thiat 

* privilege^ and to put myfdf upon- a 

« jury of 'my countrymen,* 



Mr. fTtlkesU Utter to Mr. Martin. 
Great George-ftreet^ fVieJhninJier^ Nov. i &• 

* S I R, 

* YOU complained yefterday before five 

* hundred gentlemen, that you had been 

* Jiahbed in the dark by the North Briton^ 

* but I have rca&[n to believe you was not 
^ fo much in the dark as you afie£ted and 

* chofe to be* Was the complaint, made 

* before fo many gentlemen, on purpofe 

* that they might interpofc ? To cut off 

* every pretence of ignorance as to the 
^ author, I whiljper in your ear, that every 
^ palTage in the North Briton, in which 
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* yoii have been named, or even alluded. 

* to, was written by 

Your humble fervant, 

John Wilkes. 



Mr. MartinV Anfwer. 

Abingdon-ftreety Nov. i6, iy6^. 
< S I R, 

AS I faid in the Houfe of Commons 
yefterday^ that the writer of the North 
Briton, who had ftabbed me in the dark, 
was a cowardly, as well as a malignant 
and infamous fcoundrel ; and your letter 
of this . morning*i5 date, acknowledges 
that every paffage of the North Briton, 
in which I have been named, or even al- 
luded to, was written by yourfelf, I muft 
take the liberty to repeat, that you are a 
malignant and infamous fcoundrel, and ' 
that I dcfire to give you an opportunity 
of (hewing me whether the epithet of 
cowardly was rightly applied or not. 
' I defire that you may meet me in 

Hyde Park immediately, with a brace of 
piftols each, to determine our difference* 

E 4 



^ I AaU go t6 the raig in Hyde-Patty' 

* with my piftols fo conoeifed that nobody 
^ may kp them ^ md I wiU wait in cxpeda- 
Vcbnof you ont hour. As I ihall call in my 

* way at your Jiouie to deliver this letter, 
^ I propofe to go ifoin xhenoe diveftly to 
' t^ ring in Hyde^Park^ from whence we 

* may proceed,, if it be ncceflary, ta any 
^. more private place ; aad I mentbn that* 

* I fhall wait an hour in order to give you.' 
^ lull time to meet me^ 

Your htitnWe fenrsmt, 

Sam. Martin/ 

T&e ctrcnmilaaGes of «be duel itlated' 
by Mr. Wilkes are as foUow r when the * 
gentlemen met in Hyde Park,.t&ey walkjod 
t{>getl)fer for a tittle while to avoid Tome 
eompfuiy, whkli ieoned tcntUag up to 
4iem. Tiiey broU^t eada a panr of piT- 
tols. Wheii xhcy were aionc;, the firft fire 
vf^s fir^m Mr. Martia's pifttil. Mr. Mar- 
tin's piftol caifM Mr. WiUo^ iiad the 
piOd ia Mr. Wilkes^ iilmd flaflu^ 



paitr The gentlemen cben each cook otir 
ei Mr. Wilkes's pair of piftok,. Kfr. 
Wilkes mi&dr ^nd the ball of Mr. Mar- 
tin's piftol lodged in Wilkes's belly. Mr. 
Wilkes bled immediately rcvf mucb.^ 
Mr. Mardn then came up auid defired co 
gtre him. all the alMance in his power. 
Mr. Wilkes replied^ that Mr. Mattui had 
behaved like a man of honour, that he was 
killed, and icdSftedon Mr. Martin's mak^ 
ing his immediate eicape, aad n&creatiire 
fhould know from Mr. Wilkes hovr the 
affiur happened^^ Upon this they parted,^ 
but Mf^Mamn^ came up again in twaor 
three mimittcs to Mn WUkes, Bering him 
a fecond time his afiiflance, but Mr. Wilkes 
s^^ inTxfted onhis grmgolF, Mr. Mar- 
tm exprefied his cMcem for Mr, Wilket,. 
iakl the thing vok^ coo well kftown by fe- 
vmd people, who came up almoft direi^ly^ 
atvi then wcia away. Mr. Wilkes was 
carried home, but would not tell any dr-' 
cu?mftanoe of the caie, 'till he focind it fo^ 
much known. He onty faid to the Sur- 
geon, &c« that it was an aSak of honour. 
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The day following Mr. Wilkes imagfrt-^ 
ing himfelf in the greateft danger, return- « 
cd Mr. Martin his letter, that no evidence 
might appear againft him ; and infifted 
upon it with his relations, that in cafe of 
his death ho trouble ihould be given Mr. 
Martin, for he had behaved as a man of 
honour- 
Mr. Martin not at the fame time return- 
ing Mr. Wilkes's letter, occafioned fome- 
body to remark, ' That in all probability 

* it was kept in order to be madeufeof as 

* a proof of Mr. Wilkes being concerned 

* in the Norths Briton.*^ I own,^ faid the 
remarker, that I can account for this be- 
haviour of Mr; Martin no more than I can ' 
for his tamely bearing above eight months 
the abufe upon him. Has he been all this 
time (Sundays not excepted) praftifing at 
a target ? that report is confirmed by all 
his neighbours in the country. . Yet, after 
all, he^ did not, venture to fend to Mr. 
Wilkes, but before five hundred gentle- 
men, ready to interpofe, feemed to intend 
to begin a quarrel, I fuppofe, that it might 
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end there. Mr. Wilkes choffe coolly, to 
take k up the next morning, by a private 
letter to Mr. Martin, who infilled on pif- 
tols, without naming the fword, though 
the choice of weapons was, by the laws 
of honour, in Mr. Wilkes. . 



yf letter from Dr. Brockklby ttf Mr. 

Wilkes. 
Dear Sir, 

LATE laft night I received the indoied 
letter from my moft ingenious and worthy 
friend Dr. Hebberden, and aMb the in* 
cloied copy of an - order of the hoqfe of 
commons, to • report upon your cafe oq 
the'i9th of January; I am therefore to 
entreat you, to fix the hour for our attend- 
ance at your houfe oh Monday, and I will 
take care to appoint Dr. Hebberden and 
Mr. Hebberden, and Mr. Hawkins, 
I am, dear Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

humble fervant, 

Richard Brocklesbv. 
Norfolk-ftreet, 

Sunday morning, . 

Dec. 1 8, 1763. 
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. ii^Qyyj'wii^ ^m» the imjfifid letter fiov^ 

; nnv/Uonti. 

Cscil'^riset^ Dec. ly,,. 
Dear Sir, 

AN order of the houfe of commons Is 

came to Mr. Hdwkbs and oie« to tt<^nil 

Mr, Wilkes from time to time in order to 

obferve the progrefs of the cai«, and to 

]na3oe a rep(»it to the houle, together with 

yeu mA Mr* Grai^n. You mil oblige u& 

b^aCquainmig Mr. Wi&es mdi this i and 

if yoo wfll let us know ut Virkait time jrou 

iMeadto&e Mn Wilkes on Byffoiadajr, -we 

^U be lady to nsoeic ^^ra tiiete. Mr« 

HMrkint de&es that die appoiBtment may 
bfi ior Same liotsra after twelve* 

I am, Sir, 
Tour moft hanlAeiervant, 

W. Hemerden. 



K»«WiM«M««Mw«i»«a«4 



Acariff9m M^. Wilkes to Dr. Hebber- 

den. 
MR. WBkes prefents his coo^ments to 
Dr. H^Uxnkn, and is AAy fefifit^lc of 
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tb& load care aiul conram of tbc hotffeof 
comxaoosy noc only for his heahh butf^r 
bis fpcedy recoverjr. Pk k aitenckd bjr 
Dr* Brockktbjr of whofe tntegritjr and 
ability he luis had die cjiperience of many 
ycarsy and on whofe fl^iU htf haa the moft 
f&tk& reliance. Mr. WUkes cannot but 
fliU be of opbion, that there ia a pecutiar 
propriety in the choice he at firft made of 
Dr* Brockklbyy for the core of what is 

caUed a gun^t 'sopmdy £wm die circum* 
ftance» i^ the doAof's having been feveral 
years j^yficbn to the Brmy ^ but at the 
&nm time entertains a reaLeftecm for Dr. 
Hebberdeiys great mcrir, and thou^ be 
cannot iay that he wifhcs to fee the dodor 
at prefcnt, he hopes that he fhall be well 
enough to beg that honour to eat a bk of 
mutton in 
Monday ^ Dei. 19. Great George^fireet. 

■ • ■■!* I ■ ■ ■ 

A card from Mr. Wilkes to Mr. Hawkins. 
M R. Wilkes prcfents his compliments to 
Mr. Hawkins. He fome time ago, from 
motives of humanity, readily confemed. 
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-tt the requeft of Mr. Martin, to receive the 
' vifits of Dr. Hebberden and Mr. Hawkkls. 
' He is now acquainted that the honour Mr. 
Hawkins intends him, of a vifit to-day, 
is not at the defire of Mr. Martin ; and 
: therefore he begs thit it niay be deferred 
I'till he is more capable of enjoying com- 
pany. He has every reaibn to continue 
perfeftly fatisfied with the conduft of Mr. 

^ Graves, a military furgeon of eminence, 
who extra6bed the ball ; he hopes, in a 

. few weeks, to be fo well recovered, as to 
be able to receive Mr. Hawkins in Great 

.George-ftreet : and fhall be impatient for 
an opportunity of fliewing the juft regard 
he will ever pay to fo diftinguifhed a char 

. rafter. 

Monday^ Dec. 19. 



Letter from Mr. Wilkes to Dr. Brocklelby, 

Great George-fireet^ Monday^ Dec. 19, 1 763; 

Dear Sir, 
I HAVE the favour of your letter, and 
of the papers inclofed. I think you are 
^rather deficient in politcnefe, that you do 
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•'hot congratulate your friend on the new 
zxidfingular honour done him by ththottfe 
of commons y in appointing a ^i&j!/?ri^» and 
furgeon to attend him. The lords fet them 
fuch an example, by ordering the fhyfician 
znd furgeon of a metnber of the other houfe 
to their bar, to be examined concerning 
his ftate of health. I had before received 
other unmerited obligations from their 
'lordJhipSj arid the old friehdfhips of Lord 
Sandwich^ ' though I own I was rather put 
to the blulh iy their publifhing to the world 
what they pretended was found [perhaps 
piit] among the things ftblen from' me. If 
a man makes a ' private effay on woman y 
ihould all the world fee it ? is a treatife 
^gainft the fpleen or the tcedium vii^e^ {o 
dangerous as now to betome a ftate-crime 
for the cognizance of our prefent — 1 rulers, 
or rather In — \ — ;-s ? Has the nafly gum- 
my, blubbering, over-grown boy of a lordy 
^s barbarous and bluft'ring as the nortby 
' has he likewife received' his orders to de- 
nounce to the commons a laughable poem, 
as a horrid crime to make all good chrif- 
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tins flxudder ? aure the maft: wrctxfacd and 
impious Hfics, to be fitrgUy that a woric 
which idoibes the fex, majr be brought 
int6 judgment before the crafty Sc9i^ who 

never loved any woman^ and who 

ThU lad a6k of the cwMmtms feems al- 
mcft to perfeft the fcene, and quite over- 
whelms me with gratitude. Yet though 
I aixi a young member, I cannot but ob- 
ferve and lament, that the antient, efta- 
blilhcd forms of parliament have in the 
prcfcnt cafe been laid afide, as if order 
had taken leave of the ic^f/^ with good old 
Onflow. The courfe of bufincfs has al- 
ways been, that affairs of importance 
fhould previoufly go to a committee. The 
aiFair you have mentioned is of fo much 
real confequence, that it fhould (in my 
poor opinion) have been referred to two 
committees. Firft^ it Ihould have gone to 

the committee of voajs and means^ to con- 
trive how the ft ate pbyfician ^ndfurgeon can 
^t into my houfc. Secondly^ to the com- 
snittee cf fupply^ to vote the fees due to the 
jgentkmen for their attendance; but I 
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h»v? public nef»m>f io muoh «t he«rf> 
i<liiOM^ I make m pvadk of it) due I wH 

^vc C|)£ 94^ f4«M 4N|ience.i f»F I sviU 
nat fuffw ftiihor qf tbffH «* tntW Wf 

doors. 

The commons^ like true country pec^Ur, 
feciTi .tQ haye ^ji iaverflowiqg of Jdwlnels 
fpr.me, whi^h is very apt to furfeit : • an4 
yet like tjie others^ fom^tijnes m the ftmc 
moment, they fail in ^ pQint of goo4 breed- 
ing, even to ooe of their owq metpbers. 
The boufs 4ejires Xir. Hfhhrdm OTd Mr. 
Hawkins to cqnne to mo, but forgot tp 
defire me to receive them, and I moft cer- 
tainly will noL 

Surely, my dear Sir, this, matter has 
been too lightly determined upon by the 
honourable houfe. It is pretty well known 
that I have already a plyfician and furgeon^ 
whofe chajafters thp fpul brenth of flan- 
der nevcf reach?d» aflid whonn \ qgpfide in 
%n4 love* Why ihoyld I ^d(nit ^tny others ? 
am I to confent to an iinjuft flur upon 
gefitleinen, with whom I have all the rea- 
son in the world to be fatisfied ^ fhall X 

F 
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J concur in fiiflfering party madncfs to fet a 
vile fufpicion, where I khow that it ought 
not to reft? I will never countenance fo 
fhameful a proceeding. Honour, juftice, 
gratitude, private friendfhip, equally for- 
'bid it. 

My brother members feem quite wild 
in their rage. They would force a ^i&jyf- 
• cian zndfurgeon upon me, when I have one 
of each already, and they forget that my 
dear friend and chaplain Churchill has 
left me for fome time. Would it not 
therefore have looked better, if thefe ob- 
liging friends had Ihewn fome regard to 
my fpiritual concerns, and had ordered 
their own chaplain, the very learned bro- 
ther of the very confcientkus merchant, and 
of the very acute fecretary to attend me 5 
or they might perhaps have prevailed on 
the GOOD Mr. KidgeH. He is fo ready to 
every laudable (and lucrative) work, he 
would not, I believe, have hefitated. 
You might> in time, have had ohfervations 
m my converfion and apoftlejhip^ though I 
hope not in a way to make you doiabt of 



'the whole ; at leafl ypu w6uld have been 
iure of a series of letters in the Led- 
GER) the profits to be divided between the 
iaid KidgeU and his partner Mac-Fadeuy ac- 
cording to the faid KidgeWs former plan. 
I think the lords too ought to have confi. 
dered this important point cbaplainjhip^ and 
lord Sandwich^ or lord Le. Defpencer^ or 
fome oxhtx pious lord, fhould have moved 
to fend me a divine legation of the Ujbop of 
Gloucefter. I have been faid to have doubts. 
I really have none. If I had, that ortbo^ 
dox bifliop would furely be able to remove 
them ; only I fhould fear, that for every 
one of mine he carried away, he would 
leave ten of his own behind -with me. I 
might likewife be treated with quaint per- 
fuafives to continence. . It could never come 
more apropos^ nor with a greater probability 
of fuccefs, for that cold, frozen virtue of 
cbajiityj the virtue of age, not of youth, 

fcems likely to be as much my portion 
this year, as it has been the pedant^s thro* 

.: F 2 



tfMyywf dfWs Uft*^ Hirvimiels/«rf 
asna fr<$^ beyond all the pow«s of go* 
nial ipringt or a moftlufcieuB ^ife, vaam 
I truft wUl l*«w, «»*♦ mirefa!hti*§elfH 
fpri^tfy ie^ fang before the fiift bteacb 

1^ zephyr. 

AltCT aH, my cfc» ttodfeM, I migliit, I 
believe, adbnitthetowc-phyficianandfur. 
jeon Mvithout any danger df a K«^ 
i,emirrheiial<Mcy but I will not do any 
thing Oh emfdfhfh Hat. I do not fu^K!^ 
eithet x>f them in ri*e kalk to refetnbk ft 
T^^ty * A*»**«» a i?«ri«, or « D«k. On 
the contFary, tbey tut hotSk aifiiabl« tam^ 
and ll«pefe«»» I *ift^ yo*» wovild bring 
them here to <&a»r as feon as I ftfaB get 
a little ^^tueti for, at prefiait, if tl»y 
come, I Aoukl ftar tfey vooM iH»ce 



* * Aflc of i3ie leimVd dne way? th* 

l««m*d are bland ?' 
That way a Warbiwon co«ld never fimt 

;^;f i» wtmMK^ q). 4. 1. 4eb 
The firft line, is 1. 1 9. of ep. 4, ia 
Pope's ejppf on man. 
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theinlblim^ lyaiabmify oofc en lihft rights 
and the oiher on the kft limd, cf tkeir 
jpeor patient^ and, Ufee $tskchcf% doftor 
with hi» wand, forbid nj taflmg 4By thing 
Z ogled, or rather yjfitix^i at* 

I am alone ; if you are diieogaged, I 
wiih you to coite hcfe at four, and I will 
l^ve you half of my boikd chkkco. We 
never can want food for lau^ter^ while, 
Inthephraiepf thej^ Fm^ Georgi Gret^ 
ink has the co$kk^ofthe bouji ofcomwsns. 

I im ever, itiy dear Sir» 

Your affeftionate humble fervant, 

John Wilkes. 



[While Mr. Wilkes lay dangdronHy ill 
of his wDund, it was given out by the ad- 
vocates for the miniftry, that as foon as he 
came to the houfe he would he espeUed : 
of eourle therefore a vacancy wxxuld hap* 
pen for the borough of Aylefbury which 
he reprefented \ and fomebody put the fol- 
lowing paragraph in the London Evening 
Poft: 

F 3 
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E'xtraS'of a letterfromAjlcibuTy^ Dec. r. 

* WE have had great canvafling here 
^ fince there has been a talk of expelling 

* Mr. Wilkes, Sir William Lee has been 

* very bufy in behalf of his friend the 

* Captjun ; but it is not believed he will 

* fucceed, becaufe it is verjr ungenerous 
^ and ui^ntleman like, in ifuch a parti- 

* cular cafe as this, to folicit intereft to 

* fucceed a man before it is certainly 

* known whether he will be expelled.* . 
Which occafioned the following letter. 



^0 the printer of the London Evening Poft. 

S I R^ 

HAVING fecn in your paper of laft Sa- 
turday a refleftion upon me, for having in- 
terefted niyfelf in belialf of a friend, upon 
the fuppolition of a vacancy likely to hap- 
pen for that borough, I defire you to in- 
form your anonymous correlpondent, that 
I have done nothing therein, or upon any 
occafion whatever, that I am not ready to^ 
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vrndicate as a gentletnan to any one that 
fiiall require it 

Hartwell^ W. Lei. 

D^f. 6, 1763. 

Although Mr, Wilkes was very innocent 
of the paragraph alluded to, yet he 
could not help taking notice of ib ex- 
traordinary a letter; and immediately 
wrote the following anfwen 



iTo Sir William Lee of Hartwellj in the 
county of Bucks^ Bwrt» 
SIR, 

GIVE me leave to congratulate you on 
your having commenced author, and the 
London Evening Poft^ on the great acqui- 
fition made of fuch ralents as your*s for 
that paper. I doubt not of your foon 
diftancing all the other minijlmal vmttvs\ 
and though you may not rcgularfy on Sa- 
turday nights have your pay counted QjUt 
to you, yet fome little fnug fine-cure, or 
a minifterial mandate to a county, for 
•what you were very lately fo aukwardly 
F 4 
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were difappointed,) may, .in tt^ ^ivij ft- 
eeoApeiife your labours. 

I muft, however, recomitieftd i» you, 
father more teipper^ you Ji^M too furi- 
<^(ly I you ihould fitft pby wi^ beiided 
. i^n^ then urge by degrees mofe ra|^idly9 
m^ at laft try the whok fury of dte courfe. 
As a young mm> you are ifitUled %» por- 
tion, but you fliould have laughed at an 
idle paragraph in a news-paper, in which 
.^uoP Qk£At nmnk is not ^ lengths Did 
the confcieiitioi>iih6& o| hd^Ying merited 
that little fatire, fling you ? I hmc a right 
.to aflc you 's £w m yow curieui^ Vt^^lf^ 
yQUf U^f I bav€ dpm n^ing thirSw^ ^r Mfm 
,any occ^fim itfiuUver (bravo! W. |a)S€ de 
feipfa) thai I arnvM uady to ^inJUc^H ^ 
4^niUmant$ mf ontTUAT (not whoyjMl 
r^uire if. Now I will only remafk ^(M» 
f^/ that worthy baronet urge^ it ^ t^iy 

Fipk; of chivalry, and k thtkt tb4kt\& veiy 
braye. 3>^ do yo¥ mean to vinmat^ ^ 
hf ymx pn or your faocrd /* if by yow 
fviy ^ you oSer ik) vindicate it Jo any m^ 




in) 

% y^ if. beg to ^ jr^ a fhr ^«rtloH». 
Was it oaififttnt With bmtvur and Bth- 
manity to begin a caftVaft in the bo- 

rbiigh of Ayltlbury, when there was tt6 
certainty of any racaficy, and the prcfemrt 
metnbet lay dangerOitfly ifi ftom an affait 
cf hifn^ur ? Was this chriftian hke, pouN 
ifig oil iilto hi^ bkeditt^ wounds \ df, wai 
it not, as far as yoo coi^d, planting thoriis 
under a ftck nfian's pilled ? Was it fair, 
candid, or juft,< ordering appKcatibfi to 
be made to one of the rettitning officers, 
who is Mc. Wilke&'s^ tenant ? Have you 
ever had any provocation from Mr. Wilkes ? 
Ida ve you not always been aq)on terms of 
civility with him ? JuftiiPp^ then to the 
world, the propriety, the decency, of e^en 
|he hvimfam^y of j6^t c<mdu^ 

Buf, |]^haps, I teiftake you, and you 

ffteant to juftify it fey your fword. Yori 
have juft begun by inkifig your maiden peri^ 
^tnd you might po^ftibly mean at the fame 
0fnfe to contrive to jfe^ your maiden fooord. 
Pray be explicit, and let me know if you 
meant to imA a clwtHenge tpr aH the world 
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by tKc London Evening Poft. Was ever 
any thing fo truly noble and great ? 

But I tire you and myfclf : I (hall there- 
fore conclude, with only begging of you, 
that, inilead of beginning any difturbances 
at Aylefbury, you would keep your own 
little parifli of Hartwell quiet, and be re- 
conciled to a worthy clergyman, who ne- 
ver offended you, and whom your good 
father cherifhed, and honoured. 

Wiite Harty Aykfiury^ 
Dec. 1 6, 1763. 



9 

The following papers relate to the attempt 
which one Mr. Dun, made on Mr. Wilkes's 
life. 

Jn the King's? TOHN WILKES, of 
Bench. 5 J Aylefbury in the county 
of Bucks, Efq; Matthew Brown, fervant 
to the faid Mr. Wilkes, and Mathias Darly^ 
of the parifh of St. Anne, Soho, in the 
liberty . of Weflmihfler, engraver, feve- 
rally ftiake oath -, and firfl, the faid John 
Wilkes for himfelf faith, That he this de- 
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ponent verily believes that he is in danger 
of his life, from the wicked, malicious, 
revengeful, and unprovoked menaces of 
one Alexandjcr Dun, who (this deponent 
is informed) is a Scotch officer ^ and be- 
tween eleven and twelve of the clock laft 
Tuefday Evening demanded entrance into 
this deponent's houfe in Great George- 
Street, Weftminfter, and threatened vio- 
lence to his peribn ; and this deponent fur- 
ther faith. That about nine of the clock 
this morning he received the letter here- 
unto annexed, marked (A) which this de- 
ponent is informed, and verily believes, 
is of the hand writing of the faid Alexan- 
der Dun: and this deponent, Matthew 
Brown, for himfelf faith, that he faw a per- 
fon at the time firft above mentioned make 
feveral very rude and violent endeavours 
to come into the houfe of the faid Mr. 
Wilkes ; and upon his being refufed by 
this deponent, threatened revenge to Mr. 
^ilkes, and alfo to this deponent ; and by 
the beft defcription and information which 
this deponent has been able to colleft, he 



l)eU«if^s t^ ISiid perfenV mtM is Alexiti* 

iler Dun : and this deponent Matkias Darly 
fbr htmfcif faith. That he thw deponent 
did yefterdajr write to Mr. Wifte* the fet- 
ter hereuntb annexed (B) th6 content* ci 
which dre true« and that the Scotch Offl* 
Mf therein alluded to is the faid Alexan* 
der Dun : and this deponent forther faiths 
That he h not moved bjr anjr hiafice or 
refentment igatnft the faid Alexander 
Dun, but thought it his duty as a mem* 
ber of fociety, to make the above intima- 
tions to Mr. Wilkes, in order that ht 
might coheett the neceflkry meifures fof 
his perfonal fefety. And therefore the 
feid John Wilkes craves fureties of th<J 
peace againft the faid Alexander tXm, not 
*ut of hatred or malice, but merely fet 
the prefervation of his life and peifon froni 



4anger. 



John VfitKth 
Matthbw Srown, 
Mathias Darly. 



l%e deponent Joim Wilkes fwom at im 
hoafe in Great &Ofge-ftiiBet, VftA^ 
milliter^ be being iiidi^Mafed, the Bt& 
day of December, 17^3, bdfQre me» 

W. Mapclfden, by Commiffion. 

Matthew Brown and Mathias Darly, fworn 
in Great Ormond-ftreet, the 8th dajr of 
December, 1763, before 
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8; I K, Ltrndcfgy Dec. 8, i76j« 

AS I have fomething of confequence to 
l*(ininitnicate te> you, I Svovld be gU4 ti> 
kfiow what time would b^ moft convefiien^ 
i<|f fife tf> caU VifOR y#u this day, I called 
Mice before and wa« neAafed admi^taoKe* 
Be fo good as fend me an agfwer by my 
&rvant who will wait for it. LiiBUtenant 
Crpqkat of dragoons, who is n^w in Scot^ 
land, deiires his complicr^^ofts Ip yoi} for 
the many cmlities 0)ewn htm when he wa$ 
quaitered qew your oowHay iim ; y«u 
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may be aflured tha( many of the ScotJch 
have ftill a regard for you^ and none of 
them more fo than your moil humble and 
obedient fervant, 

Alex* Dun. 

• Direft to me at Mr. Whyte's, peruke- 
maker, lieutenant of marines. 

To John Wilkes, Efqs 
(A) 



London Dec.j^ ^7^3- 
SIR, 

I SHOULD not do my, duty if I did 
hot acquaint you that the young Scotch 
officer, that wanted entrance at your houfe, 
is a villain, and his intentions are of blackilji 
dye. I had been in his company for near 
four hours. That part of our converfa- 
tion that relates to you, confifted chiefly 
of his intentions of mafTacreing you the 
firft opportunity^ and that there was thir- 
teen more gcntlcmien of Scotland of the 
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lafaoe rtfoludon, and confederates of his, 
who was refolved to do it, or die in the 
attempt. Laft night, when your trial was 
over, the gentleman at the cofiee-houfe 
quitted the room that I was in (on account 
of the jhouts in the Hall) and left the 
Scotch hero and I together, but I abruptly 
left the room,, and went after the people 
to Great George-ftreet, and on hearing a 
noife at your door, I went up, and, to my 
great furprife, faw the Scotchman a-trying 
for entrance ; I knocked and had admit- 
tance, which enraged the hero fo much^ 
that he fwore revenge againft the fervant, 
'and was very troublelbme ; when I went 
out, I heard a gentleman taking him to 
tafk upon his vowing revenge on you or 
your fervant, upon which I told the gen- 
tleman a fmall part of what I knew, and 
he put him in the hands of two watchmen, 
and ordered him to the roundhoufe, but at 
the corner of Great George-ftreet, I am 
told, he was refcued, and ran away. There 
was converfation palled between him and 
the company that is not fafc to c6mmuni- 
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(SUthflOMn his pritid|il6c Md ia%\ rwakt 
n un&ft fof fqdi an abaiwiDiicd «ratoii ta 
te at hrgir. ^^^^ ^>*^ difiMdon^ I Imof^ 
mill gui^ you to ^GWtu^ ttny fcl^itig xhu 

I mif with all refpe^ 

Siryour's, 
M. Darly. 

(B) 






■^ cftf H «f Mn Wilkps, £% Matthew 
,4ieS£aii^PllQ, faetwnen eiev^nao^ W^f^ 
Mttnmce tttM the Jiatrfit f^ J^hn WiU^^ 
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hafh iince, in the hearing of Machias 
Darly, declared his intention to mailacre 
the faid John Wilkes the firft opportunity > 
and therefore the faid John Wilkes craves 
fureties of the peace againft the faid Alex- 
ander Dun, not out of hatred or malice, 
but merely for the prefervatiort of his life 
and perfon from danger. 

Thefe are therefore to will and require, 
and, in his majefty*s name, ftriftly to 
c!hargd dnd command yon, and every of 
you, upon light hereof, td apprehend and 
take the faid Alexander Dun, and bring 
him before me, of one other of the juftices 
of his majefly 's court of King's Bench, if 
taken in or near the cities of London or 
Weftminfter, otherwife before fome juftice 
of the peace living near the place where he 
fliall be her^ith taken : to the end he 
may become bound with fufficient fureoes 
for his perfonal appearance, in his ma-, 
jefty's court of King's Bench, on the firft 
day of Hillary term, to anfwer the pre* 
mifes, and, in the mean time, to keep the 
peace, and be of good behaviour towards 
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dl his Majcfty's fubjefts, efpecially ta-^ 
wtrdS the faid John Wilkes ; and hereof 
&il not at your peril. 

Givtsfi utider my hand and feal this 
ifeighth Day of December, 1763. 

To liicfiard Elfton nry tlpftafF, and to alT 
chief and petty conftable^, head- 
boroughs, tythingrtten, and all others 
iffhbtti tfiefe may don<:efh, 

: :Mr. Wilkes having appointed fevc« in 
the QveAimg, on Thurfday lafl, for ari in- 
terview with the {aid Alexander Dun, he 
caoie punftually at the time, when he was 
apprehended in confequence of the above 
warrant. 

[The following is taken from a paper that 
was circulated by Mr. Dun, with feme 
reittArks thereon.] 

AS there is to be publilhed by fubfcrip- 
tion, by lieutcn^t Alexander Dun of Ma- 
rines, a book entitiiled. The hiftory of a 
reduced officer, vfith advice to half-pay 
officers, and to o0cers entering the army ; 
9, point explained concerning the fea and 
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marine officers : interfpcrfed with varioiw 
obfervations on the fair fex. 

^0 femel ejl imbuta recens furvabit^ 
Odor em Tift a diu. 

To which is added, fbmc advices to, 
and obfervations on, Mr. Wilkes's beha- 
viour to the Scotch nation. 

fJ^f The author may be heard of at 
the Parliament-tavern, near Weftminftcr- 
hall, or at St. Clement's coffe&-houfe in 
the Strand, if any gentlemen chufe to fub- 
fcribe.— 

Mr. Dun has had fo much encouragement 
already from the nobility and quality, both 
in Britain, and in foreign countries, in 
this publication, that he would not have 
made it public had it not been for an ac- 
cident which happened lately, now to be 
explained. 

As Mr. Wilkes is mentioned in his 
treatife, he thought it incumbent upon 
him to wait upon Mr. Wilkes to fee whe- 
ther or not; the diffentions betwixt the 
Englifli and Scotch nations [what are thefe 
Sjfentions ? nobody ever beard of them] rc- 
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ported to be occafioned by him were from 
real or imaginary caufes« He had an ofr 
fcr of being introduced to Mn Wilkes by 
fevefal different gentlemen [WHO ?] and 
on Tuefday night [near twelve o* clock] 
went for that purpofe, but was refufed ad- 
mittance ; was difappointed next day by 
breach of appointment [What appoint- 
fntntf] and on Thurfday Morning wrote 
Mr. Wilkes the following letter, which 
was fent by his fervant* 
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■ to JOHN WILKES, £;j; 
SIR, London^ Dec. 8, ly^^^ 

* A S I have fbmething of confequcnce V> 
^ communicate to you, I fhould be gla4 

* to know what time would be moft con- 
^ v^nient for me to call upon you this day : 

* I called once before, and was refufed 
^ admittance. Be fb gobd as lend me an 

* anfwer by my fervant, who will wait for 
^ it. 

^ Lieutenant Crockat of dragoons, who 

^ is now in Scotland, defires his complir- 

^ ments to you for the many civilities 

^ (hewn him when he was quartered near 

f your country feat. You may be afllired 

^ that many of the Scotch have ftill a re- 

^ gard for you \ and none of them more 

> fo than your moft humble and obedient 

^ fervant, 

Alex. Du!^,^ 

This letter he lent at nine o'clock in 
(the morning •, a little after one o'clock ' l^e 
received, by his fervant, the following egrd» 

CJ3 
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Mn Dun, ^burfdi^. 

* Mr. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. 

* Dun, and defires to fee him at fevca 

* o'clock this evening : is obliged to him 

* for the account of Mr. Crockat.' 

In confequencc of this defire, Mr. Dun 
went to Mr. Wilkes's lodgiiiigs [fVbe does 
Mr.lVilkes kdge with? This is the true 
Edinburgh ftile : bos Mr. Wilkes a boufe or 
only aflat : two or three rooms they call a 
fiat at Edinhrgh] in George-ftrcct, at the 
time appointed— When he came there he 
knocked gently at the door, and was ad* 
mitted by a fervant who called himfelf Mr, 
Wilkes's Butler ; he a&ed Mr. Dun to 
walk into ap^loiir until Mr. Wilkes jQiould 
come down ; wanted to know if he had 
any covers [as he bad d^fired by bis boy'] to 
be figned •, and that he would carry them 
tjp to Mr. Wilkes : Mr. Dun then gave 
him a dozen, which he took away in order 
to carry up to Mr. Wilkes, who, he faid, 
was^ in the room above.— 
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In a few fninutc3 after, the Butler came 
back* in a mild manner defired Mr. Dun 
to walk above to his mafter, who was 
waiting for him c he immediately followed, 
and was icarcely out of the parlour door, 
when five or fix men catched faft hold of 
i^m, and brought him down; fome o^ 
chem were gentlemen, whole names Mr. 
Pun does not chufe to mention, who ufed 
him very well afterwards { that violence was 
^offered is evident, becaulc one of the gcn- 
^emen had the joints of two of his fingers 
^iflocated : they then fe.archcd Mr. Dun^ 
but found no deadly weapon about him j 
indeed he had a penknife in his waiftcoat 
pocket, [locfe in bis ieft hand coat pocket] 
which they kept, and faid he had brought 
it with intention to kill Mr. Wflkes. That 
he may do impartial juftice to all, he here 
declares, that in a little time they return- 
ed his pocket-book, papers, &c. and upotji 
his obferving that he was almofl ftrangled, 
^ey brought feveral different kinds of 
^ine to ?huie of ; drank his health, iind 
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faid they believed thqr were ^U in the 
wrong ( [net true] but that he ixiuft go 
to fome genteel houfe and be confined a 
little, unti) he fliould dear up this mat- 
ter, as Mr. Wiljces h^ ^ warrant againft 
him on fufpicion of his intending to maf- 
facre him [accorfling to bh own declaration.'] 
They fhen alked, if he djd not think it 
proper for them to have a6ted this part ? 
^e faid not, as he thought it was taking 
hold of him pnder ihew of friendfhip, as 
the card exprefled. He a(ked if his letter 
fiid not ^eferve civil treatment ? To which 
Mr? Cp^tes, juftice of peace, [in Surry] 
was pleafed !to reply. That Mr. Wilkes 
had a£ted by his advice ; that t|iey found 
put he yras a nian qf edmc^tion from his 
letter, and therefore judged him the more 
. (dangerous^ Mn Coates told him, that 
Mr. Wilkes defired he would write to him 
and clear up the matter more fully, and 
he would fend him an anfwer [not true.] 
They then brought Mr. Dun, pen, ink» 
papcr^ aftd vax, ^d he wrpte, direfted 
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to Mr. Wilkes in his lodgings s as Mn 
Wilkes fcnt him a verbal anfwer^ he will 
not infert a copy of this letter ; he will 

only obferve, that he procured him a dozen 
of franks from Mr, Fitzherbert -, thanked 
him for what he wrote j and (aid that he 
would have done them himfclf, but was 
not well. This meflage was fent him by 
a gentleman who carried up Mr. Dun's 
letter. Mr. Fitzherbert he mull thank for 
likewife fubfcribing to his performance in 
Mr. Wilkes's houfe, by only hearing a few 
pages read. 

He does here declare he has no animo- 
fity againft Mr. Wilkes, nor any man in 
Britain ; fome have fhewn it in London, 
^ and that very lately, againft him, for no 
;othercaufe but his mentioning Mr. Wilkes 
in this performance : he has been often 
infulted and beat, [BEAT !] and bruifcd, 
but as juftice always will get the better^ 
and innocence will be protefted, has al- 
ways come off to his own fatisfadion ; and 
is not this moment afraid, although un* 
4er lock and key in Stanhope-ftrcet. 
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He tiQw, a$ an officer who lias fufi&ed 
in his majcfty's fcrvicc, claims protedion : 
is but young, cannot therefore command 
temper every moment to put up with hear^ 
ing his countrymen in Scotland abufed i 
but he wiQies fincerely the wholi^ would be 
unanimous, and then the Englifh, Irifh, 
and Scotch, would be a terror to all their 
enemies : if they difagrec among them- 
feives, the confequences will be dreadful. 
fZ)^ thiy ?] As the aforefaid publication 
will foon appear, he fhall fay no more at 
prefent on this fubjed, but acquaint the 
public that it is his firft performance, 
wrote at the defire of many gendemen of 
known merit, and offered to the King's 
perufal. 

Upon the i oth of December inftant, Mr* 
Dun was tried [not even examined] at Mr. 
Wilkes's inftance, for a breach <tf privi- 
lege, &c. and acquitted : he muft here 
own his oblations to feveral members 
who fpdke in his behalf^ although none of 
t^liem will fay he aiked them to appear in 
his defence. — ^He is forty that he had rea- 
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{or tx){kyibme Gentlemen were over inqui* 
fitive ; who infilled that his ienrant fhould 
inform, and even threatened him, to tell 
them, what meflages he fent him from the 
Houfe of Commons. 

The night this trial was ended, fome of 
Mr. Wilkes's friends [who were they ? j 
came to fee Mr. Dun (as they themfelves 
owned) from a principle of curiofity ; they 
wanted, they faid, to know what was the 
reafon for his animofity againft Mr.Wilkes» 
and to fee and take a copy of his card to 
Mr. Dun. In the firft place, he informed 
them that he had no ill will at Mr. Wilkes, 
and let them copy the card, as they de- 
fired : he further faid, that he intended to 
be his friend, and they faw his recompenfe. 
They then told Mr. Dun that the world 
confidercd this as a rafti and frantic aftion, 
at leaft, that Mr. Wilkes's friends did ; 
but that now they were fatisfied it was not. 
They fhewed Mr. Dun feveral penknives, 
and wanted to know the fize of the one 
he had in his waiftcoat pocket on the 8th 
inft^nt. He told them it was the fize of 
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the kaft ofthofe they produced ; but that 

he ihould not fufpedt them of aflaflination 
for bringing them into his apartments : at 
this they fmiled. As the news-papers fay 
[his own account] that Mr. Dun faid he 
•purchafed the penknife firft nine months 
ago, then a fhorter fpace, and at laft con^ 
feifed he bought it at Chatham a fortnight 
before that time, he mufi explain this mat* 
ter ? As he had three penknives purchafed 
much about the times mentioned, but the 
one for common ufe, which was then in 
his pocket, he bought on the ift of De- 
cember laft, from the ftiop of Nicholas 
Fofter, near the comer of GrocerValley. 
He obferved that there were fevcral 
brave and fenfible men (officers) in a worfe 
condition than ever he (Mr. Dun) was, 
proceeding from the fame malady 5 that 
fome cuf their throats •, ^ that others fliot 
thcmfelves through the body ; and that 
many were prevented from putting an end 
to their own lives, proceeding, as one 
>^Q^]d imagine, from the nature of the 
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climate ; but he muft obfeiYe, that fbme^ 
times people receive favours from thofe 
they leail exped them, and are de-> 
ceived by others they confide moft in ^ this 
has been Mr. Dun's cafe in this affair : A 
man, profefled the greateft friendlhip for 
him, fubfcribed to his book, faid he was 
half a Scotchman, and was in company 
with him on Tuefday night the 8th inftant, 
at the Parliament tavern, was, as he is 
informed, the principal occafion of this 
profecution. God keep Mr. Dun from 
the company of half friends for the fu« 
ture ; but let him add. 

Integer vita^ fcelerifque purus ncn eget 

Mauri 
JaeuUs nee ArcUy nee venenatis gravida 

Sagittis. 
Fufee Pbaretra. 

We ihall take the liberty of adding to 
Mr. Dun's cafe, that it is the obfervation 
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of Machiavd, that in all cafes^ not only 
of aflaffination, but of deep danger, no 
luan fiiould be employed, who is always, 
and entirely in his fenfe& 
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Un:>en Mn Wilkes was famewbat ncmerii 
of his wound be retired to Paris, 'sober e 
he was complimented by Mr. Martin (vx^ 
had fled thither in confequence of their Ist^ 
duel) with the foOowit^ card : 

Hotel de Luyncs, Dec. 30, ty6^l 

* Tk^R- Martin prefents his compli- 

* IVX ments to Mr. Wilkes, and de- 

* fires to know how he does, flattering 

* himfelf, from Mr. Wilkes's performance 

* of fo long a journey, at this leafon of 

* the year, that his health is perfcdlly re- 

* eftabliflied. 

^ Mr. Martin cannot help taking thh 

* opportunity to afTure Mr. Wilkes, that 

* he had defired Mr. Bradlhaw to deliver 

* 'up Mr. Wilkes's notc,^ written to Mr^ 

* Martin on the 1 6th Nov. as it occurred 

* to the latter that any imaginable ufe 

* might be made of it to Mr. Wilkes's pre- 

* judice, and before Mr. Martin had heard 
^ from Mr, Bradlhaw that it was aflually 

* given up. 
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* Mr. M^in returns his thanks to Mr. 
Wilkes for his attention to Mr. Martin'A 
fftfcty, by giving the early notice he did 
to Mr. Bradfhaw, of his apprehending 
himielf to be in dangen 

* It is impoifible for. Mr. Martin td 
think of taking part in any affair of Mr. 
Wilkes that he may find depending in 
the Houfe of Commons at his arrival in 
England. He propofcs to fet off from 
hence on his return home on Monday 
next, but believes he fhall not fet foot 
in London till thofe af&irs are deter- 
mined, to avoid even a colour of fuipi- 
cion that he is capable of appearifig 
againft Mr. Wilkes after what hath fo 

recently happened.' 



To which Mr. Wilkes returned the follow- 

ing anfwer* 

Hotel de Saxe, Dec. 30. Friday. 
• Mr. Wilkes's compliments to Mr. 

* Martin, and is much obliged by the 

* favour of his notc^ Mr. Wilkes is go- 
^ ing to pay his refpe6b to Lord Hertford, 
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* ^nd if Mit. Martin is difengaged, will 

* afterwards wait upon him for a quarter 

* of an hour, at the Hotel de Luynes.* 



Mr. Wilkes fent the following letter to the 

Speaker. 

Paris, Hotel de Saxe, Jan. 1 1 . 1 764. 
* S I R, 

* I CANNOT exprefs the concern I am 

* under, from the impoffibility I now find 

* of attending my duty in parliament on 

* the 1 9th of this month : I have fufFered 

* very much from the tour I made here 

* in the holidays to fee my daughter : my 

* wound is again become extremply pain- 

* ful, the parts arc very much inflamed, 
^ and a fever attends it. I inclofe ^ cer- 
' tificate of one of the king's phyficians, 

* ^nd a furgeon of the army, gentlemen 
^ of eminence in their profeflion, who 
^ think it abfolupely necefTary for me to 

* ftay fome time longer at Paris. I refer 
^ to the certificate itfelf for the particii- 
^ Jars. 
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'^ The Impatience I feel to juftify tnf- 
^ felf to the hbufe, ifrom the groundfers 
^ and cruel attacks uf)on nie', and the zeal 
^ I hope ever to retain for the vindication 
' of the facred rights of the commons of 

* Great Britain, and the privileges of 
' parliament, both of which have been 

* grofsly violated in my perfon, had de- 

* termined me to fet out for England on 

* Friday next, but I now find myfelf in- 

* capable of performing the journey. I 

* am therefore. Sir, under the neceflity 
' of intreating you to fubmit my cafe to 

* the Houfe, and I doubt not, from their 

* juftice, a more diftant day will be ap- 

* pointed, when it may be in my power 

* to attend the difcuflion of points very 

* important in themfelves, and in which 

* I am Very materially concerned. 

* I would hot, Sir, iinplore this of the 

* Houfe, if I thought the delay could be 

* attended with any poffible' inconveni- 

* ence to the public ; arid I beg to obferve, 

* that I feized the firft moment. Which the 

* refolutions of Parliament gave nie, to 
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< enter my appearance to the mformations 
* filed againft me in the King's Bench. 
-♦ I ani, with due refpedt and regard. 

Sir, your mpft obedient humble fervant, 

John Wilkes, 
-Right Honourable 
Sir John Cuft. 



* Nous fouflignes medecin confultant 

* du Roi, ci devant medecin en chef des 
< fes armees en Allemagne et en Elpagne, 

* et nous chirurgien confultant des armecjs, 
' e.t chirurgien major du regiment des 
' Gardes Francoifs, pertilions que Mon^ 
' fieur Jean Wilkes eft dans un etat que 
' ne lui permct point, tant par raport a la 
' bleffure qui n'ejl; pa,s encpre entierement 
' cicatrifee, que par rapprt a la fievre quj 
' lui eft furvenue d*cntreprendre la rput 
' de Paris a Londres j qu*il feroit a g rain- 
' dre un rinfkmmation,et le bpurlpuffle- 
^ ment confiderable arrives depuis peu de 
' jours, qu*il ae fe fornut une hernie a la 
' quelle, il ne. feroit point poffibie de r> 

H 2 
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medier, que pour prevenir cet accident, 
dont il eft ihenace et que movement 
violent, tel que celui d'une chaif^ de 
pofte, et Tagitation de la mer ne man- 
queroient pas de determiner, il eft ablb- 
lument indifpenfable qu*il refte encore 
quelque terns a Paris, En foi de qupi 
nous lui avons delivre le prefent ceiti- 
ficate. 4 Paris J ii Janvier 1764/ 

NlNNI!^. 
DUFOUARE, 




ExtraSl of a Utter from Mr. Wilkes to Mv, 
Coditts^ dated Par is ^ June ^^ 1764. 

* THE two noble Sweedifh whigs^ of 
^ whom you were fo fond, did me the fa- 

* vour of dining here yefterday . I paffed 

* die day very happily, though not fo 

* joyoufly as that day twelve month, in 

* the midft of my worthy conftituents at 

* Ajrleft)ury, all of us in full chorus, to 

* the liberties of our country and the vir- 

* tues of our fovereign j yet after the late 

* flagrant afts of defpotic power in the 

* minifters, not forgetting either their 
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' wickedneft or their infolence. ^Joly*s 
cbampaigne was not ncceffary to infpire 
the higheft good-humour and gaiety on 
fo white, fo aufpicious a day as the fourth 
of June ; the toaft confecrated the wine, 
and gave it the true flavour, though I 
could not help lamenting my hard and 
unmerited lot of being forced to give 
fuch a toaft out of my own dear coun- 
try, and in a land where the ftandard 
of liberty is not yet credted. With Mifs 
Wilkes's help we made out tolerably 
well GOD SAVE GREAT GEORGE 
OUR KING ; and as the Duke of Ni- 
vernois fays in one of his letters 
Nous avons toafte et chant fort gaiemeniy 
et enfin nous avons ete quatre bonnes heures 
a table. As I am a univerfal whig^ I 
could not avoid giving an additional 
ftanza, the poetry of which I endea- 

' voured to bring dozvn as low as the reft 
of the fong, and I believe I fucceeded ; 
the thought was good that the name of 



* Wine Merchant at Paris. 
H 3 
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' BRUNSWItK may ever 6e as pvopi^ 

* tious to the liberties of mankind as that 

* of NASS AtJ ; and our gracious fove- 

* reign,' through a long and glorious reign*' 

^ equally feared abroad arid belavid at homey 

* may approve himfelf as fteady a patn3n 

* of the rights of EngliAimeti as his grand- 

* father was. On the whole, it proved 
*■ the mod agreeable day I kave paffed 
^ fince a few of us in April kept the anni- 
« verfaryof(JULLODEN,whichago(od 
^ many *odters feem to have a memorandum' 
^ fo forgety or at kaft to negfeft vtxf 
^ ftiahicftjUy. 

^ Lord Hertford gave yeftrrday a grand 

* dinner to all the EngUp here, except one,- 

* and t6 the true Irifhwhigs ; nw like a 

* good courtier did he omit the new con- 
< verts, the Scots ; he did not^ however, -ob- 
^ ferve the diftindbion wImcTi is fo »rMK^ m 

* faftiion on your fide the waier, ifor the 
friends of the Hanover fant>ily, were re- 
ceive Jit teaft as well as their known 
enemies* My lot is particular and droll 
enough : I am the Tingle EngUJhmaH^ not. 
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invited, on fhe only day I can at Pfiris 
(hew my attachment to my fovereign, a$ 
if I was difafFe<5led to the prefent efta- 
blifhmpnt, and yet I am frequently and 
grofsly abufed by a ridiculous fellow at 
Bouillon, becaufe I am known to bate 
the other family ; and his matter, the 
duke^ married the fifter of the preten- 
der*s wife, a princefe of Poland^ of the 
houfe pf Spbie/ki. This fcribbler is one 
RoujfeaUy who by a viretchcdjournal does 
all he can twice a month to degrade a 
name made illuftriou^ by one ojf the beft 
French poets, ?n,d by the great ph ilofo- 
pher, though in tbefe times no lon^r 
the citizen pf Gepeva. He lays at my 

door the North Britons acrainft the Stu- 

• * ^3 - 

arps^ and their dear friends in the north 
of Qur ifland. — ^You may believe me, 
when I affure you it was not the flighteft 
mortification to me, that I did not re. 
ceive an invitation. When I was afked, 
how it could happen t;hat fo ftaiinch ^ 
whig2& Mr. Wilkes, was not invitdd, on 
the 4th of Jme^ I laughed like the ol4 
H4 
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Romany I had rather you Jhould ajk why I 
was NOT, than why I WAS invited \ 
perhaps it Ihould have been afked, why 
fome others were invited. The lift of the 
company of Macs and Sawney s^ NOT in 
the French fervice would divert you : I 
wifh fome of our neighbours from the 
other fide of the Tweed may not keep 
the twenty-firft with more real devotion 
than they did the fourth. With refpeft 
to external rites they were exemplary, as 
all new converts are ; and I believe you 
find them in England good ^ccaftonal 
conformiftSy though I fhall ever imagine 
that it depends on contingencies how 
long they will continue fuch. To fay 
the truth, I pafled the day much more 
to my fatisfaftion than I fhould have 
done in a fet of mixed or a fufpicious 
company, a fulfi>rne dull dinner, two 
hours of mighty grave converfation, to 
be purchafed in all civility by fix more 
of Phara, which I deteft as well as 
6very other kind of gaming. As to the 
Embaffador, I have never had the leaft 
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conne<^ion with him, nor indeed wifh 
it ; nor at this time with his Scottijh Se- 
cretary, nor at any time with his Scottijb 
chaplain, becaufe an ambaifador gene^ 
rally owes his very nomination to mini- 
fterial influence, and is almofl: of courfe 
(though this does not extend through his 
family) under the direftion of the mini- 
flers, or perhaps as to the prefent cafe, 

in all propriety we ought to fay, of the 
minijier, who, behind and between the 
curtains^ fl;ill governs our ifland. I have 
never been prefented at court, becaufe 
an Englifliman ftiould be prefented by 
the Engljfh ambaflTador ; and I will not 
afk any favour of Lord Hertford in the 
prefent ftate of public affairs ; though 
as a private nobleman, I fhould be ambi- 
tious to merit, and moft fortunate to 
obtain, his friendfhip, as well as lord 
Beauchamp^Sy from their real fterling 
fenfe, great intrinfic worth, and what 
fets off the whole, their amiable man- 
ners. I have the protedion of the laws, 
which I never offend ; I am at Paris like 



( io6.) 

* any other foreigner, who has no favour 

* to aik, nor need feek any other fecurity. 

* Xhe eloge, which the noblefl: of poets* 
^ giyes me, that 

{ nei(:l^r coutt fh^ fynlp, nor dreafi fhe 
frowfli p( kiAgs, 

^* is ^ exad a truth hes£ as you knaw it 

* to have bcQn whiie I was at home. The 

« « 

> finall circle in which f now walk^ will> 

* however, bear teftwaofuy to the juft tri- 

* t)\^tje of griftQiie I p^y 4:0 the huoiane 
>* yiitue§ lof a iviQC^, wder whofe mild 
^* «^ gejoitie goyef^mem: I have i^ot with 
^ tha^: proi^effcion which w innocent naan 
*^ h|^ a rigJjO: to expe^^ ;hut coul4 not find 
' in tiis own xx>ui;itry, uadejr his own 

* :pr;iiiK:e. Yet let pie.do juft^ce, and caf ly 

* 43i3y<:om^l^ints to thefQurcefrom whejicc 

* they fpring, to tlie ,bafe contrivances of 
^ 4P(iiftifters rCxcjeedingly wicked ffid qor- 
^ riipt) and belides Aung to the quick, 

* mho h;id obtained a moft uiijhappy af- 

* <;endency oyer the .mind rof trheir fovc- 

* ^^o^ and to fecure themiiblves^ have 

♦ ChurchiH; 
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^ made their moft odious meafures pais 
' for his, that the enormous load of their 

* guilt, may be thrown from thcmfelves 

* upon him j a practice not new, but of 
•' which every reign of the Stuarts^, for- 
^ niihes examples. I hope ibon to fisad 

* you fomething, quod ef bimc w ammm 

* vivat it plurer. My large work opens 

* with the general ixlea o£ political liberty ; 

* then proceeds to examine the fentlments- 
' of the European nations on this head, as 
•' diftinguifhed from the aknoft univerfal 

* grofs delpotifm of the reft of the world. 

* The third part is a critique on the various 
' governments of fATTope. The fouitht 

* and laft is entirely on die Engiilh con- 

* ilitution, the various phanges it lias unr 

* dergone, the improvements made in it 
"• by the glorious revolution, and the ?n€>> 
*ldfe happy dian timely aeceffion of the 

* hoirfe of Brunfwick. There are a fewr 

* "hints of fome remedies to the defeds; 
** ftfU fiibfifting in this noble; and if my 
^ prayers are heard, ithts eternal isiaoc. 
^ A large apptndhc contains,. I hc^ a:f^ 
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* juftiflcation of Mr. Wilkes, upon* c:on- 

* ftitutional grounds : a variety of charac- 

* ters are drawn from the' life, which if I 

* miftake not, will entertain you ; and I 

* believe they are not Jkeletons^ though I 

* hope the originals Will be fo before the 

* book is publifhed/ 

I am your's/ Sec 



A letter to the worthy Eleftors of the borough 
of Aylefbury, in the county of Bucks. 

4 

" Gentlemen, 
*' THE very honourable, unanimous, 
and repeated marks of efteem, you con^ 
ferred on . me, by committing to my truft 
your, liberty, fafety, property, and ali 
thofe glorious privileges, which are your 
birth-right as Englifhmen, entitle you to. 
my warmeft thanks, and to the highefl: 
tribute of gratitude my heart can pay. Yet 
in the peculiar circumftances of my cafe I 
think that I ought not at prefent to reft 
contented with thanking you. I have al- 
ways found a true pleafuie in fubmitting 



( I09 •) 

to you my parliamentary condud. It is 
now more particularly my duty, and when 

I refleft on the real importance and inte- 
refting nature of thofe great events, in 
which, as your reprefentative, I have been 
more immediately concerned, I am exceed- 
ingly anxious not barely to juftify myfelf, 
but to obtain the fanftion of your appro- 
bation. It has ever been my ambition to 
approve myfelf worthy of the choice you 
have more than once made of me as your 
deputy to the great council of the nation, 
with an unanimity equally honourable and 
endearing. The confcioufnds of having 
faithfully difcharged my truft, of having 
afted an upright and fteady part in Parlia- 
ment, as well as in the moft arduous, cir- 
cumftances, makes me dare to hope, that 
you will continue to me what I moft va- 
lue, the good opinion and friendfhip of my 
worthy conftituents. Having the happinefs 
of being born in a country, where the 
name of vajfalii unknown, where Magna 
Charta is the inheritance of the fubjeft, 
t have endeavoured to fupport and merit 
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thofe privileges, to which my birfli gave 
lite the cleared right. Secure as I am of 
fully juftifying my conduft, cou'd I per- 
fuade myfelf, that I have aded up to the 
facred ideas of liberty, which warm the 
hearts, and infpire the aiSbions of my coun- 
trymen, I ihou*d not, Under all the variety 
•of the moft unjuft and cruel pcrfecution% 
be quite unhappy- 

" The various charges brought againfl: 
me may be reduced to two heads. The 
*^one is of a public, the other of a private 
nature. The firft is grounded on the po- 
^litical paper of the North Briton^ No. 45- 
?che other refpefts a fmall part of a ludi- 
crous poem, which was ftolen out of my 
•Jioufe. The two accufations are only ib 
■far conne<Slcd, that I am convinced there 
is not a man in England, who believes 
^hat if the jfr;^:had not appeared, the fe-^ 
tend wou'd ever Tiave been cail'd in quef- 
tibn. 

" The Majority in the Houfe of Com- 
tnons on the 15th of November 1763, Re- 
folvedy TJ^ ^ Paper^ intituledy THf . 
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NdRTH Briton, Na. 45, is a FAl^I, 
ScA^bi*tdus, and Seditious LiiEt^ con-- 
Gaining EUpreffivns vf tbt thoft unexampled 
iHfolence and Contunrefy tonvards bis Ma- 
jefty^ the grojjift Afperjiftns upon both Honfis 
of Parliaments aHd the fnofi audacious De-- 
fiance of the Authority of the whole Legifla^ 
ture^ and moft manifeftly tending to alienate 
the AffeSiions of the People from his Ma- 
jejly^ to tjoithdraw them frojH their Obedience 
to the Laws of the ilealm^ and to excite them 
to iraiterpus InfurreHions againfi His Ma- 
jeflfs Government. Thefe ^fe the WOrdi 
of the Refolution. 1 mean to examine them 
with fbme accuracy, 

'' The firft charge is, that The North 
Briton^ No. 45, is a False hibeL The 
pLefolittion was mov'd by Lord North j yet 
in a tedious fpeech he did not attempt to 
diljpute the, veracity of ^ny one paragraph 
in the whole paper.. I was in my place, 
during that debate^ and took notice tp 
the Houfe that his Lordlliip had not faid 
a word to prove the Falsity of any one 
fentence, but 1 could obtain no fatisfac- 
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tion, not even a reply, on that head. On 
my trial before Lord Mansfield^ the word 
False was omitted in the indictment, be- 
caufe I fuppde the Court of King^s Bench 
knew that I wou'd prove publickly on odtb 
in that courts by the higheft authorities, 
that every word in it was true. The word 
FALSE is not to be found among the vari- 
ous epithets applied to this Paper in either 
of the Warrants iflued by Lord Halifax. 
I am bold to declare, upon the moft care- 
ful perufal of this paper,/ that there is not 
any one particular advanced, which is not 
founded on faft, and that every line in it 
is ftridly and fcrupulouQy conformable to 
truth. I. will not compliment the pre;(ent 
profligate Majority in the Houfe of Commons 
fo far as to fay, they \yere fo well informed, 
that they knew the exaft truth of every 
kflertion in that paper. One particular 
however came within their knowledge, the 
means by which it is hinted that the En- 
tire APPROBATION OF PARLIAMENT, €?Ven 

of the Preliminary Articles of the late in- 
glorious Peace, was obtained, and the pre- 
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vious ftep to the obtaining that Entihb 
APPROBATioK, the largc debt contra6ted 
on the Civil Lift. They knew this affer- 
tbn was extremely true, and I am as 
ready to own that it was eictremely Scan- 

DALQVS. 

'^ The iecond charge of Scandalous 
muft then be admitted in its flill extent, 
ftill keeping in our view that it is true. 
But to whom is it Scandalous ? To the 
Majcrity^ who have facrific'd the interefts 
of the nation by giving the entire ap- 
probation OF Parliament, of which fo 
much parade is made in the Speech^ to an 
adfc, which ought to have been foUow'd by 
an impeachment— To the Minifter, who 
made the late ignominious Peace^ and in 
the very firft year of it imposed on us an 
intolerable Excife — ^To the worft of vipers 
in our bolbm, to the Tories^ who have 
never failed to fupport his uncon^tutional 
meafures, who have made us almofl: forget 
the infamy of their anceftors at Utrecht y by 
the greater facrifices of the Peace of Paris. 
Thefe are the objcfts of fatirc of a Paper, 

I 



which cfefirvcd indeed the Highcfl: refent-^ 
ment of the Majority^ becaufe it had pro- 
claimed their difgrace, their fcandal, thro' 
all Europe. It was very natural for thefe* 
men no longer to fuflfer the fitppcfed au* 
thor to fit among them, and I fhou^d hare 
gloried in my ei)cpu1fion^ if it had not dif- 
folv'd a political conneftion with my 
friends at Aylefl)uri^ which. did me real ho- 
nour. 

" Another charge is,: that the paper is. 
a SEDITIOUS lihdy tending t9 withdraw tbd 
people from their Obedience to the Laws of 
the Realm^ and to excite them t^ traiter- 
ous infurreffioni againfi His Majejifs Go*- 
vernment. By the firft Warrant, under 
which I was apprehended,. Ti^(? North Bri- 
tiffiy No. 45, was denominated a Trea- 
sonable Paper. Ih the fecond, by which 
I was committed to the Tower, thai WQrd4 
^ too was omitted, i> that the greatcft ene- 
mies of this paper feem to give up it$ be- 
ing either False or Treasonable. Now 
the charge i? varied by the Majority in the 
Upu£e of Commons^ with.all the little qiiib-^ 
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bling of attornies, TI19 papier is not trs a- 
$ONABLB, but // iends to ixcUe trait^rovi 
infumSions. It is remarkable that tbf 
epithet TRAiT£]QLOvs is hcr« given £p mfw 
rtStm^ as the fii^fed confequcBC? of g 
fufpafid libel ^ whereas the Siotjy who ap<* 

•peare4 in open rebeUion fo lately At 17459 
were in the weekly writings agakift the 
North BriiOMj publifhed under die pttroi* 
iiage of the Scottijb Minifler^ $nd paid for 
ly him out of tbo public troafurcj only Hrm*4 
infurg^ntSj who defeated regukr foroos. Yet 
in f a£^ no infurrelHon of wy kind ev^ di^p 
or cou'd, follow from this publicatjoiv 
even in thofe part$ of the kiogdom fo lately 
fubjed^ to all the infolence and cruelly 
of the mofl deipicable of our ipecieSy thip 
jnean^ petty £irayAMif« Thisistheftr(M^^ 
jcafe, whkh can po0ibly be put. Tbe^x^^ 
ciSE is the mc^ abhorred mopfter, which 
ever fprung from arbitrary ppwer, and the 
new mode of it is fpoken of through this 
paper as the greateft grievance on the fub- 
je£k ; yet even in this cafOy obedience to the 
laws and all tavful autbmty is itri^x *'^ 
I 2 



join^, and no oppofitibn^ but what is coif* 
Ment Whh the la^ivs and, the conJiiiUfidn^ is 
allowed. The words are very temperate, 
cautious and w^U guarded. Every legal 
attempt </ a Contrarf tendency to tbefpirit of 
toncord will Be ie^nfd ajuftifiable refiftance'^ 
warranted hy the fpirit of the Englijb eon-^ 
Jiitution. Is this withdrawing the ptopk 
from their: obedience to the laws of the 
realm ? Is refiftance recommended, but ex- 
prefsly only fo far as it is ftriftly legal ? 
•Let the iiftpartial public determine, whe- 
ther this is the language of sedition, or 
Can KaT^ the Icaft tendency to excite trai- 
TEROt/s infmreSHons^ or whether the Houfe 
(pf Commons have not made a falfe dad, 
'gi^undlefs charge. 

• The general charge that l^he North Bri- 
'ton. No. 45, is a libel, fcarccly deferves 
an arifwer, becaufe the term is vague, and 
-ftill remains ujidcfin*d by our law. Every 
'man applies it to what he difEkes. A 
"Ipirited fatire will be deemed a libel by a 
'kicked Mihifter^ and by a corrupt judge, . 
*^ho feel, or who dread the lafli. In my 



cpirHiOSx the raakeft liiel of modern times 4ij 
the f/iye apd tulfome jiddrefs of thc^jWir 
jprity in this Houfe of Commons on the Pre^ 
Umjinary Articles. They faid that they had 
confider'd them with their hefi attention^ 
they exprefs*d xhtjlrongeftfentimetits of gra- 
titude^ they gave their hearty applaufe^ they 
declared the Peace would be no lefs honour-^ 
able than profit abkj folidy andy Jn all humane 
frobahility^ permanent. Were the jHaufe of 
Commons ferious in this Addrefsy whic^ 
was drawn up and prefented, c^en before 
anyoneofthegrofs blunders in thtPrelimir 
naries had been amended ? If they were^ 
the body of the people jui^g'd better, and 
did not hefitate to give their clear opi- 
nion, that the glories of ,the w^ were far 
crific'd hy zn inadequate znd in/icur,e ^eac^ 
which cou'd not fail of fooo retrie^iiig tb^ 
affairs of France. Time has already proved 
that the nation «ju4g'd right, sa^d that the 
Peace is in almoft-every part infamous and 
rotten^ contrary to the vain boaft in the 
Minifier's Speech at the begiming of the 
;^me feflion, the utmofi care bos been tSie^ 

I 3 



( ii8 ) 

• • • » • 

to nm^e all occafions of future difputes hi^ 
Meen my fuhjeSs and thofe of France and 
tpain^ and thereby to addfecurity and perma- 
nency to the bleffings of Peace : a declara- 
tion not believ'd by the nation at the time 
it was made, and fince, from a variety of 
ftfts, known not to be founded on truth. 
The Ncrtb Briton did not fuffer the public 
to be mlfled. He acknowledged no pri- 
^ikg'd vehicle of fallacy. He conlider'd 
the liberty of tbeprefs as the bulwark of all 
6ur liberties, as inftituted to open the eyei 
*f the people, and he feems to have thought* 
it the duty of a political writer to follow 
truth where ever it leads. In his behalf I 
wou*d afk even Lord Mansfitld^ can truth 
h a LilEL ? Is it fo in the King*s Bench f 
Tho' it has always found a cold and un- 
welcome reception from his Lordfhip, 
tfio* it has thm' life prov'd much more hi^ 
tnemy than his friend, yet furely he has 
jiot been us'd to treat it as a Hbel. t do 
toot know what the do6fcrinc of the King^s 
Bench now is, but I am fure that it will be 
^ iktisfk^ry anfwer to the honeft part of 
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mankind, who follow the diftates of ibund 
. fenfe, not the jargon of Law, nor the coiil^t 
iiattery of venal Parliaments, that The 
N9f4b Briton^ No. 45, cannot be a libel, 
becaufe it does not in any one line deviate 
(torn truth. 

This unlucky paper is likewife faid to 
contain expreffions of the mcft unexampled in--. 
Jiknce and contuMely towards his Majefty^ 
mofi manifejily tending to alienate the Affec^ 
Mons of the "People from His Majejiy^ and by 
*he hirelings of the Miniftry it is always ill 
private charged with personal difrelpeft 
•ito the King. It is however moft certain 
that not a fingle word perfonally difrclpcft- 
AiU to his Majefty is to be found in any 
|>art of it. On the contrary^ the fovereign 
4s mentioned not only in terms of decency^ 
ksot with that regard and reverence, whick 
18 due from a good fubjeft to a good King^^ 
n Princioffo many^eat andaminble ^aali^ 
titSy whom England truly reveres — the ptr- 
final cbaraSer of our prefont amiable Si^i^ 
reign makes us eajy and happy that fo great 
a power is lodged infu^h ibands. Are thefe 

I4 
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' xh^.expreffions of the mofi unexampled snfo^ 
knee and contumely towards bis Majefty^ 
which the Majority in this. Houfe of Com^ 
mons have declared that it contains ?. Are 
thefe exprejjions . moft manifeftty tending to. 

alienate the JffeSiions of the People from His 
Majefty f The Majority^ who cou'd vote 

this, fcem equally fuperior to any regard 
for truth, or modeft fear of deteftion. The 
author of that paper, fo far from making 
SLtiy perfonal attack on his Sovereign, has 
even vindicated him perfonally from fomc 
of the late meafures, which were fo feverely 
cenfurM by the judicious and unbiais'd 
Public. He exclaims with an honeft. in- 
dignation, what afhame was it to fee the 
fecurity of this country ^ in point of military 
force^ complimented away^ contrary to 

THE OPINION OF ROYALTY ITSELF, and fa- 

crificed to the prejudices ^^ and to the igna^ 
ranee of afet ,of people^ the moji unfit frtm 
every confideration to be confulted on a matter 
relative to the fecurity of the Houfe of Ha^^ 
nover? When the Speech is mentioned, 
when the various abfurdities, and cvcft 
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fallacies of it, are held out to the nttion^ 
it is always called, in the language of Par- 
liament, and of the conftitution, the Air- 
nifter's Speech^ and the author declares that 
he doubts, whether the impcfirien is greater 
en the fovereigfty or on the nation: fo ten* 
der has he been of the honour of his Prince, 
lb zealous in his vindication. The Mini- 
fter is indeed every where treated with the 
contempt and indignation he has merited, 
but he \i ever carefully diftinguifliM from 
the fovereigh. Every kingdom in the 
world has in it's turn found occafion tola- 
'menF that Princes of the beft intentions 
have been deceived and mifled by wicked 
and defigning Minifiers and Favourites. It 
has likewife in moft countries been the fate 
of the few daring patriots, who have ho- 
neftly endeavoured to undeceive their love- 
reign, to feel the heavieft marks of his 
difpleafure. It is however I think rather 
wonderful among usj even in thefe timeSy 
that a paper, which contains the moftdu^ 
tifiil expreflions of regard to his Majefty, 
(hould be treated with fuch unufualfeve* 



( ^22 ) 

i^ericfy ind yet that To many other ptibli- 
cations of the fame date, full of the moft 
•deadly- venom, fliou'd pafs totally unre- 
igardoi. Some of thefe papers contained 
the moft opprobrious refleftions on that 
true patron of liberty, the late King^yih^c 
memory is embalm'd with the tears ofEng^ 
Jijbmen^ while his afhes are rudely trampled 
upon by others, whom his godlike attti- 
bute of mercy had pardon'd the crime of 
unprovoked rebellion. Others were full 
of the moft indecent abufe on our great 
Froteftant Ally, the King ofPruffia^ on the 
near n:Iation of his prcfent Majefty, who 
has merited fo highly of the nation by fixr 
ing the crown in the Houfe of Hanover, 
on the ftauncheft friends of freedom, the 
City of Lpndonj and on the firft charadiers 
among us. Yet all thefe papers have paisM 
tuicenfur'd by Minifters, Secretaries, and 
•by the two Houfes of Parliament. 

There only remains one other charge, 
chat the North Briton^ No. 45, contains 
thtgrojjeft afferfions upon both Houfes ofPar^ 
Uament^ and the moji audacious defiance of 
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*i&V AUTHORITY of the whoU Lcgf fiat ure. It 
is to be lamented that the Majority of ei- 
ther Houfe of Parliament (hou'd ever lay 
the joft ground of any afprfion^ or fall 
ihto general contempt with the people* 

•We have feen their aftions, and we know 
the mercenary motives of them. When 
the gtofftfi afperjions are complained of, 
the queftion is, have they been merited? 
Art they well founded ? It is in vain they 
talk of their authority.. It is departed from 
them. Authority^ which is founded on 
efteem and reverence, and is the conftant 
attendant only of thofe, who are believed 
to be good and virtuous, has long ago left 
them ; but I muft own their power ftill 
remains. We have feen to what unjufti- 
fiable- lengths it has been carried, and a 
man, who is ra(h enough to make an im- 
potent and unavailing attack upon it, will 
foon find himfelf the unpitlcd viAim. All 
thinking men are full of apprehcnfions at 
the approach of their meeting, and the na- 
tion impatiently cxpefls the allotted term 
of refuming a power they have fo Ihame-* 
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fully abris'cl^ by fetting afide thofe, vfh^ 
have ignominioufly betrayed their truft» 
and have made the nobleft blood of pur 

hcroc3 be Ipilt almoft in vain. Under the 
arbitrary Stuarts^ when our more than Ro- 
man Senates dar*d to brino: truth to the. 
foot of the throne, and made the tremr 
bling tyrant obey her facred voice, the na- 
tion was in love with Parliaments, becaufe 
they were the fteady friends of liberty, and 
never met but in favour of the fubjeft to 
redrefs real grievances. Now we are 
alarm'd at every approaching feffton^ht^ 
caufe we know that a corrupt Majority only 
aflemble to make their own terms with 
the Miniiler, to load their fellow fubjcft? 
with the moft partial taxes, in order to pay 
the amazing number of ufelefs places and 
penfions, created only to prevent their 
mutitty or defertion^ or to furrcnder to the 
crown thoit privileges of Parliament, which 
were extorted from former prerogative 
princes for the fafcty of the people, and I 
fear they meet to forge fetters for them- 
fcl ves and their poftcrity. 
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1 have thus. Gentlemen, gone thto' 
all the objections made againfl this paper, 
which is certainly innocent, perhaps meri- 
torious, only to fliew the extreme injufticc 
of the treatment I experienced, as theyir^- 
pofed author. The mcrfl cruel orders were 
given by the deceased fccretary of ftate, to 
drag me out of my bed at miimght. A good 

deal of humanity, and fome (hare of timi- 
dity, prevented the execution of fuch ruf- 
fian-like commands. I was made a pri- 
Ibner in my own houfe by fcvcral of the 
King's meflcngers, who only produc'd 
a General Warrant iffued without oath» 
neither naming, nor defcribing me. \ 
therefore refused to obey a warrant, which 
I knew to be illegal. I was however by 
violence carried before the Earls of Egre- 
mont and Halifax^ who thought it worth 
their while to afk me a tolerable number 
of plain queftions, to not one of which! 
thought it worth my while to give a plain 
anlwer. It is no fmall fatisfadtion to mc 
now to know, that I have not a friend in 
the world, who wifhes a fingle word unfaid 
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hf me in the critical moment of thtt ex- 
amination. I informed their Lordfliips of 
the orders aftuaUy pvcn by the Qfurl of 
Common Pleas for my Habeas Corpus^ not- 
withftanding which I was c(Mnmitted to 
the Tower, the cuftody of me Ihifted into 
other hands, and that aft for the liberty 
of the fubjeft eluded. Altho* the oiFenfe 
of which I ftood accused, was undoubtedly 
hailabky yet for three days every perfon 
was refused admittance to me, and the 
Governor was obliged to treat me in a 
manner very different from the great hu- 
manity of his nature, for he had received 
orders to confider me as a clofe prifoner. 
I rejoice that I can fay, I am the only tn- 
ftance of fuch rigorous treatment fince the 
acceffion of the mild Houfe of Brm/wick^ 
altho* the Tower has twice been crouded 
even with rebels from the Northern parts 
of the Iftand ; and therefore I flball conti* 
Hue to re^et the wretched and cowardfy 
jpolicy, the indecent partiality, and even 
injuftice, of conferring on Scotsmen All 
!ihe govemmentt of the few conquefts not 



( 1^7 ) 
tamely ^vcirup by the Scottish KCmftery. 

conquefts won by the valour of the unked 
forces of Englandy Scotland and IrelaHd^ 
While I fufFcr*d this harfh confinement^ 
my houie in Greaf Getrge Street was plun- 
der'd) all my pa^rs were feiz*d, and fome 
of a very nice and deficate nature, not 
bearing the moil: diftant relation to the af- 
fairs of government, were divulg*d, as \f 
Adminiftration were determined to fhew,. 
riiat men, who had violated puMic juftice^. 
were incapable oi privatt honour.- 

** Two days previous to my being heard 
before i court of Juftice^. I had the griefs 
fo find that my enemies had prcvaifd o» 
6is Majefty to Ihew me a public mark of 
his difpleafure, by fuperfeding me as Co^ 
bnel of the Regiment of my own county,, 
without any complaint againft me^ whicb 
fiou'd not but give fuch a ftcp the very un* 
Gonflitutional appearance of infiutncing or 
iiUimidaiing my judges. When I was 
brought before the o>ufto( Common Pleas^, 
p pleaded the cauie ofumverfal Uber^ It 
was not the caufe of Peers aiuLGentleniicim 
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only, but of aU the middling and inferi^ t 
clafs efpeopk^ wbojiand meft in need ofpr^-^ 
teSiion^ which I obferv'd was on that dajC 
the great queftion before the court. I was ^ 
difcharg^d from imprifonment by. the una^ 
nimous ientence of my judges^ without 
giving aoy bail or feciirity. On the firft 
day of the meeting of Parliament, I hum- 
bly fubmitted my grievances to the Houfe 
tf Commons^ as they were chofen to be the 
guardians of the liberties . of the people , 
againft the defpotifm of miniflers. I like- 
wife voluntarily cnter'd my appearance to 
the actions brought at law againft me, as 
loon as I knew the determination of the 
Majority y that all the irregularities againft 
me ihou'd be juftified, and that no privi* 
lege fhou'd be allow'd in wy cafe^ even as 
to the mode of proceeding, which was the 
moft harfh the rancour of party couM devife, 
^^ The firft charge exhibited againft me 
was for being the aiahor of the North Bri^ 
ton^ No. 45, and I was expelFd the Houfe 
of Commons on that charge, after a loofe ex-t 
amination at their bak* of wiinejfes without .. 
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oidhi The jikficud proededin^^iigtfna 
mev » xhi^fiippofed aMbir^ yMt howeyer 
41^1)^9 suid I was afticrwards try'd in die 
Kin^s Bench only iot the tepUbUcatm ciifu 
If the diarge agsunit meas MA^waajufi^ 
wd cou'd be fupported on Mtb^ why was 
I not tned at law on that charge ? If the 
charge was unjuft^ and cou'd iiot be iup« 
i^tttd on oathy vrhy, yr^&t epcpeltd P tfthe 
tepuhUcatiM is, a critne^ it wds pttblickly 
committed by the printers of letreral news-^ 
papers, who ftill rerttaip tinnouc'^^ aijtho^ 
their names appear to their ieyeral papers. 
This is furely a glaring proof of the greateft 
partiality. My perfonal eneniy. Lord 
Mansfiddy. chose to , tty both the cwfes 
againft me, that he might iii the moiA: 
dailardly manner, under the tolour of 
}aw, avenge the attack made Oh thofe 
known polidcal principks of his, {o ]Si^ 
confiilent with the glorious RtvotufhH, on 
the rooted attachment of himfelf aitd hb 
neareft relations to the Stuart family, on 
his partiality in the feat of juftice, &c, &Ci 
ti^ich feem to have been favourite topics 
K 



jRSwk£ J^Vtfir, and (»Her]pDlidcadr 



pKppth of iriiiGh hirLc»dfiii|pdid^ mc die i 

hDiAoui' 10 n&me me as die' author^ This 
kad lofig' nmkled 4ir his hearty, and' tvom 
dieftiftjft: opp«ttmrtjH)lf re^^eiiq^ prefentcd* 
ilftlf. Havings carrfuHy fltodiedr die >*^ 
^i^. and finding diat diey did not inforc^ 
dif 6ertahttj![ He W]&?^d^ of my convi^on^ 
on die. evening' precedft^ die trialsy her 
ftnt lot inf i^/^V//^ 1^ flts OWN itousif,- 
and defir*d him tt)*eonfcnr to the altera- 
don^ hiS' Lordlhip proposed in both die 
^tife$, that of die JiTi^/i' Bntmy, No. 45^ 
ind of die Kffigt^ Woman. The C*/>f 
yij/!?*br flmk VMS the crafty attofnti^ and 
made ^mfelf a part]? againft the perfon ac- 
cused fidbie hsn aj»> judge, when he ought 
9c>have prefom'd mctnnocenK My foli-- 
mtifr rcfu^^dj. and againft his eonreht tb^ 
Hcords tJ^er^ ^ere fnaterially altered by his- 
l^ovdCbip's cxprefe orders^ fo that I wa» 
iricd q» twa new charges,, very differenft^ 
Irooa th^ I had aafwcr'd. This is, I 
leliare^ the wjft 4aring violatioa of tt^- 

ligjbts of Englifitnenj which has been, gom- 

3: 
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ffti^ed faf 96f judgp fidce the nme of 
Jfffirks% yet tha arbknrf i$^20^i> C^f 
y^ici ftiU feoaoitis imiflDpench'd — Motpc 
ill the katfts ef the w}x>k AoCKMi. $eve«^ 
laJ of the Jiirf were l>)r <Qui^r-*o<wiC(«b 
%j(»'4 Smmomg OffktTi pfevtmted ftont 
itttmdmg OK the day af^Muntied for dka 
triaU whale others had aot! onlyr prifvitfa 
notice ^ven them rf fie frai dt^^ hoL 
likjewife inftru&iaiis fbr their t>eh|iviQftVu 
To QXW9ti the wbok; Lfir4 Attn^fieHm 

hk charge tcrtur^d both the law and thtfaOi 
7^ J^^» that die audiBflce we«e ihpck'd 
«o k& at the iiuleceix^ than at the paicbf 
lity of his condud:. I was during aU till 
one very dangeroiifly ill wifcb my damh- 
fcr at Pari^ abibk2«Qly iacapfll>)e ctf'itosiiT 
iog ^oy perfuA^ defenac» and ^dded i«h 
^r ignorant of the two new q«eftkins>i»^ 
iwhicK I was to be tried. 

" The Majority in the Houjt of Com 
mans, had in tiiis inceryal grown fo impif^^ 
Jient fori^vcngc^ that they wou'd not wait 
to fee, if I ihou'd be iittangled in the niae 
mtQie& oi xhe ciiridua MamfioU ne^whidi 
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was to be fpread for me. . They voted niy 
expuljionj while I was confined to my bed 
ac Paris, altho' I had fent to their Speaker 
the moft authentic proof of my abfolute in- 
jbffity to attend their fummons, and had 
only (Mir^d a fhort delay. Humanity 
pleaded my caufe in vain. The corrupt 
and canker'd hearts of thofe men, which 
had bcenlhut againft juftice, were not open 
to pity. They were fteel'd againft com-- 
paffion, but X am fure they will feel re^ 
morfe. 
. '<^ I now proceed to the other charge 

brougiht againfl: me, which refpeAs an 
idle poem, call'd an Essav on Womah, 
and a few other detached verfe$. If ib 
inudi bad not been £ud on this iubjedt, I 
ih6u*d be fupeiaor to entering upon any 
j\]dtificadon <^ myfejf, becaufe I will al* 

ways maintain the right of private opinion 
!h it*s foUeft extent, when it is not fol- 
lowed by giving any open, public offence 
to any eftablifiunent, or indeed to any in«> 
dividual. The crime commences from 
timice, and chc magtftrate has a right to 
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interpoic, and even to punifh outrageous 
and indecent attacks on what any commu* 
nity has decreed to be facred. Not only 
the rules of good breeding, but the laws 
*of fociety, are then infringed. In my own 
clofet I had a right to examine, and even 
to try by the keen edge of ridicule, any 
opinions I pleas'd. If I have laugh'd 
pretty freely at the glaring abfurdities of 
the moft monftrous &eedy which was ever 
attempted to be impos'd on the credulity 
of chriftians, a creed which pur great TiU 

lot/on WISH*D THE ChURCH OF ENGLAND 

WAS FAIRLY RID OF, it was in private I 
laugh'd. I am not the firft good pro* 
teftant, who has amus'd himfelf with the 
egregious nonienfe, and (illy conceits, of 
that ftrange, perplex'd and perplexing 
mortal, that faint of more admirable fwal- 
low and more happy digeftion than any of 
the tribe, Atbanajius. I gave however no 
offence to any one individual of the coihf 
munity. The fad is, that after the aflair 
of the North Briton, the government 
bribM one of myfervants to/^^/ a parr of 

K 3 
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the Essay on Woman, and rfic other 
pieces, out of my houle. Not qtike a 
ftmrtb part of the volume had been printed 
at my own private prefs. The work h^d 
been difcontinued for fcvcral months, be-' 
fore I had the Icaft knowledge of the theft. 
Of ^zt fourth part only twelve copies were 
work'd off, and I never gave one of thofe 
copies to any friend. In this infamous 

manner did government get pofiefllon of 
this new fubje^ of accufation, and, ejc* 
^xpt in the cafe QfJIgerngn Sydney, of this 
aew fpecies of crime ; for a Stuart only 
cou'd xnake the refinement in tyranny of 
ranfacking and robbing the recefies of clo« 
iets and ftudies in order to convert private 
amufemeats vM>fiate crimes. After the fer- 

vant had been brib'd to commit the theft 
in his ntafter's bouie, the nioft abandoned 
man of the age, who in this virtuous reign 
had ri&n to be fecretary of ftate, was 
bribed to make a complaint to the Houfe 
^ Lords that I had pubi^ish'd an infamous 
Pnm^ which no man there had ever feen» 
It was read before tliat great affembly of 
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grave lorBs and pious prelates^ exteHentjMJlgm 
ef mt and poetry^^ and was ordered txi lie 
»on the tablcy for the Clerks of the Hovifii 
nto'copy, and Jto publish thro' the nation* 
The whok of this proceeding was 'I own a 
ipublic infult on order an4 decency, but it; 
was committed hj iht Honfe ofjjtrds^niot 
by the accus'd member of the Houfe of 
Commons. The neat, prim, fmidking 
Cbafiain of that babe of grace, that g$edf 
riheelJ of the pnidiih l^ri of ScotlMdj the 
EarUcf Mkrcbj was highly offended at mf 
*haviflg made znifjpy en woman. His na^ 
ture cou'd not foi^give me that mBPFAfiLE 
crime, and bis mtn conduSl^ did not afford 
me the Ihadow of an apology. In great 
wrath he drew his grey goofe quill agamft 
me. The pious peer caught the alarni; 
and they both poured fcMth moft wofbi 
iamentatian^, their tender hearts oi^is- 
whelm'd with gfitf^ or 9S the Chaplain^ wbi 
held the pen,^faid, with griefs of ORnfJU 
.He proceeded to miike very unfair extra£h(, 
and afterwards to he^ott tfa^m ia the foukft 

manner. The moft vile bUfpheoaJes wttt 
K 4 



forg'd, and pubUfh'd as part of a work, 
which in reality contained nothing but fair 
ridicule on fomc doQxines I cou'd not be- 
lieve, mock panegyric flowing from mere 
envy, which ficken'd at the fuperior parts 
and abilities^ as well as wondrous deeds of a 
man I cou'd not love, a tew portraits drawA 
from warm life, with the too high colourv 
ing of a youthful fancy, and two or three 
defcriptions, perhaps too lufcious, which 
tho* .Nature and Woman might pardon, 
a KidgeU and a Mansfield CQu'd not fail to 
condemn. 

** I have now^ Gentlemen, gcme thro* 
all the objections, which have been made 
{o my cQn4uft in a public capacity. My 
^nemie$ finding that I was invulnerable, 
^here thpy pointed their moflt envenomed 
/darts, ^fterwjards attempted to afTallinate 
my private charadter, and propagated an 
infinite j^j^rjiety of groundlefs calumnies 
againft me. I have generally treated theie 
with the cont:eqipt they deferv'd, from the 
certainty that all who knew me, wou'd 
jj^now .^ha.t I wa^ incapable of the things 
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iaid to my charge. A few faUehoods ad- 
vanced with more boldnefs than the reftf 
I was at the pains to refute. The K^n-- 
cbejierftory in particular, becaufe it rc- 
ipefted Lord Bute's own fon, and had been 
ulher*d to the public with the gtrateft pai- 
rade, as well as with all the impudence of 
-malice, and rage of party, I difprov^d (b 
fully, liiat I am fure not the leaft fliadow 
of a doubt remaiil'd in any man's mind as 
to my entire innocence of i;hat moft illi* 
beral charge. I have liv'd fo long aniong 
you, Gendemen, that I will rcfh every 
thing refpeding me as a private man to the 
teftimqny, which the experience of fo 
many, years authorizes you to give, well 
knowing that true candour always weighs 
in the fame balance faults and virtues. 

• 

Ths Jbades in private life are darkened by 
an enemy, but fcarcely feen by a friend. 
Befides it is not given to every man to be 
as piifus as Lord Sandwich^ or as chajie^ in 
and out of the marriage bed, in all thought, 
: word, and deed, as the Bijhcp cf Glauc^- 
ter., . : " 
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** A few Other particulars, Gentlemen^ 
•defcrvc - to be mention'd, that you may 
have before you the whole of my^onduS: 
in thefe interefting afiairs. Immediately 
after the late flagrant breach of the laws^ I 
thought it my duty to the community 1:0 
commence a^^lions againft all the perfons 
guilty. I defpis'd the meannefs of attack- 
ing only agents and deputies. I endea- 
voured to bring to die jurifdidtion of the 
law, the princspaby the fiift and great of- 
fenders, the twc fecretaries offtate. I bhafli 
for my country, when I add that tho* I 
iiiave employed the ableft gentlemen of the 
profeflTion, they have hitherto found it im- 
poflible even to force -an appearance. Lord 
Egremont died, braving the juftice of his 
jEcountry. Lord Halifax *lWtSy perhaps to 
^triumph over it, and to give the example to 
future fecretaries of committing the groileft 
violation of the rights of the Commons wiA 
^io^unity. The judicial proceedkig at my 
;fait commenced m the beginning of May 
twelvemonth, and now at the end of Ofto- 
>ber in the prcfent year, his Lordfhip • has 
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not entered any appearance, ieekbg fhd* 
tcr ali the winter imdcr Privilege^ all tli9' 
fummer under the chicane of lawi The 
iUtk cfenders indeed have not cicap'd. 
Serend bmnfi juries have markM them 
with ignominy, and their guilt has been foU ^ 
low'd with kgal punifhment. But what is 
erf infinitely greater importance to the na- 
tion, .we have heard from the Bench, that; 

GENERAL WARRANTS AR£ ABSOLUTELY IL« 

LEGAL. Such a declaration is now become 
in the higheft degree interefting to the fob- 
je£t, becaufe the Majority in this ctmrtfy 
Heufe of Commons refus^d^ the very laft win- 
ter, to come to any refolution in favour 
of the rights of their fellow fubjeds. We 
owe it likewife to the moft upright, inde* 
pendent, and intrepid Chief Jujiice of the' 
Court of Common PkaSy that in the aftiont 
againft the under Secretary of ftate, Mr, 

JVooi, THE SEIZURE OF PAPERS, CXCept il) 

cafes of High Treafi^n, has been declared 

ILLEGAL. 

When / refle<51: on thefe two moft im-s 
portant determinations in favour oiUbtrty^ 
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the bcft caufe, and the noblcft ftake, fer 
which men can contend, I congratulate 
my frcc4)orn countrymen, and am full 6f 
gratitude that heaven infpiPd me with ii 
firmnefs and fortitude equal to the conduft 
of fo arduous, a bu(ine&. Under all the 
wanton cruelties of ufurp'd and abus'd 
power, the goodnefs of the caufe fup- 
ported me, and I never loft fight of the 
great objeft, which I had from the .firft 
in my view, tlie prefervation of the rights 
and privileges * of every Englijhman. - I 
glory in the name, and will never forget 
the duties refulting from it. Tho* I am 
driven into exile from my dear country, I- 
ihall never ceafe to love and reverence it's 
confutation, while it remains free. It 
wiU continue my firft ambition to approve 

myfelf a faithful fon of England^ and I 
fliall always be ready to give my life a wil- 
ling fccrificc to my native country, and to 
what it holds moft dear, the fecurity of 
our invaluable liberties. While I live, I 
fhair enjoy the fatisfaftion of thinking that 
I iiave not iiv'd in vain, that the prefent 
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age has borne the nobleft teftimony to me^ 
itiid that my name wiU pafs. with honour 
to pofterity, for the upright and difinte-* 
refted part I have aded, and for niy uti- 
wearied eridcByows to prated andfocwre the 
perfonsj bcufes, and paper s^ of my feUcw- 
fubje^s from arbitrary vifits and feizures. 

• I am. Gentlemen, 

with much regard and afie&ion, 

your moft obliged, and 

obedient Ijumbfe fcrvant, 

JOHN-WlLKKS. 
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Miriam in ScHianiyfirftC9m$mffimrif 
i&r ^nafiety in EyigUndy 9ne df tbBfixtem 
Rtprefenfativcs nf ^i Piers of SMlsnd^ 
vne afHis Maj^*s moft homwraUe Privy 
Cbuncily and Knight of the mofi noUe Eng^ 
lijb Order efibc Gorier. 

My I.011D9 

MANY and various motives have 
concurred to give a peculiar pro- 
priety to the fond wilh I had formed of 
making this humble offering to the Shrine 
of Bute. I have felt an honeft indigna- 
tion at all the Invidious and odious i^pli^ 
cations of the ftory of Roger Mortimer^ 
I abfolutely difclaim the moft diftant ^u- 
(ion, and I purpofely dedicate tins Pltg to 
your Lordlhip, becaufe hiftory does vxA 
iurniiha more ftriking contraft, than there 
is between the two Minifters in the Reigns 
«f Edward the Thirds and of George tht 
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Third. The former Prince was bcfd in tbe 
zofA abfohite flaverf by hia Mother ^nd 
herMinifter^ die firft Nobler of Ei^and 
wscre CKluded' from ctte King^s Councils^ 
and tfe Mimon difpoft^ of all places oF 
profit and trulir Tbr King's Uncles did 
not retain die l£ndow of power and aur- 
thoritjr^ but were treated with infidt^ and' 
the whde Royid Faouly was deprefled^ 
and' fwced to depend on the caprice of an 
infolent /iit;^ri//» The young King had 
been viAorious over the Sccts^ who were 
ill that seign our cruel enemies, but arc 
faaf^ily in this our deareft friends. Oxi: 
every f^urable opportunity, either by 
tiie di0x4ftions in the public councils dur- 
iji^ a minority, or by the abfence «f ther 
narional troops, they had ravaged £no-- 
X ANP with fire and iword. Edward might: 
$ave compelled them to accept of anysr 
tcrmSy. but Roger Mortimer, from per-^ 
fcnal motives of his own power and am* 
hirion, haftily concluded an ignominious' 
Peaoci by which he iacrificed all the glo- 
ries of a fiMcefstulWar^ With the higheft 
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rapture I now look back to that difgrace- 
ful sera^ and I exult when I compare it 
with the halcyon days of Gecrge the "Third. 
This excellent Brince is held in no kind of 
captivity. All his Nobles have free ac- 
cefs to him. The throne is not now be- 
fieged. Court favour, not confined to one 
partial ftream, flows in a variety of diflFe- 
tent channels, enriching this whole coun-- 
try. There is now the moft perfeft union 
among all the branches oi the Royal Fa- 
mily, No Court Minion now finds it ne- 
ceflary, for the prefcrvation of his own 
omnipotence, by the vileft infinuations to 
divide either the Royal, or any noble fe- 
ihilies. The King's Uncle is now treated 
with that mark'd diftinftion which his An- 
gular merit is entitled to, both from the 
nation, and the Throne, eftabliflied by 
his valour in extinguiftiing a foul rebel- 
lion, which burft upon us from it's native 
Norths and almoft overfpread the Land^ 
Our Sovereign is confcious that he owes 
feiore to our great deliverer than any Prince 
in Europe owes to any fubjc£k 5 mA he 
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lets a noble example of gratitude to Princes, 
fue les RdiSy ces illuftres ingrats^ Soni ajfex 
maWeureux pour ne cotmoitre pas. No /tf- 
^^ourite now has trampled upon the moft 
refpeftable of the Englijh Nobility, and 
driven them from their Sovereign's Coun- 
cils. No difcord now rages in the king- 
dom, but every tongue blefles the Mini- 
fter who has in fo many ways endeared 
himfelf no Ids to the Nobility than to the 
whole body of the People. Primores po- 
puli arripuit^ populumque tributim. To 
compleat the Contraft, we have now an 

advantageous^ a glorious Peace, fully ade- 
quate to all the fuccejfes^ to all the glories • 
of the War. 

The internal policy of this kingdom is 
equally to be admired. Our gracious So- 
Vereijgn maturely examines all matters oi 
national importance, and no unfair or par- 
tial reprefentation of any bufinefs, or of 
any of his fubjefts, is fuffercd to be made 
to him, nor can any charaftcr be affaffi- 
nated in the dark, by an unconftitutional 
Prime ACniJier. He regularly, by your 

L 
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advice, attends every private council tf 

i!eal moment, and nothing is there fub-. 

mitted to the arbitrary decifion of 0ii 

man. This happy ftate of things we oinje 

to your Lordfhip*s unexampled care of 

His Mjflcfty's youth. The great promife 

you made us, that we ifaould frequeodif . 

fee our Sovereign, like his great Predeccf- 

for William the Third, prefiding in peribn 

at the Britifh Treafury, has been fulfilled 

to the advantage and glory of thefe timesy 

and to the pcrfefting of that fcheme of 

(ecomnyi^ fo earncftly recommended frona 

the Throne, fo ably carried into executioa 

hyyourfelf^ zndyour Chancellor of the Exr 

chequer y and fo minutely by the Lord Stc- 

y/ard of the Houfhold; Your whole c(Hin* 

cil of ftate too is compofed of men of the 

firft abilities ; the Duke of Bedford^ the 

Earls of Halifax, Egremont, and Cower i 

the Lords Henley, Mansfield, and Ligonier ^ 

y[r. George Grenville, ^nAMx, Fax. The 

bufincfs of this great empire is not hQw- 

ever entirely trufled to them: the moft 

arduous^ and complicate parts areiv^ only 
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4ige{led and prepared, but finally reviied 
and fettled) by Gilbert EUiot^ jHexander 
H^edderbunh Hrqrs; Sir Hmry Erjkine^ 
Bart» and the Home. 

Another reafon why I chufe your Lord- 
fliip for the fubjed of this Dedication, is 
that you are faid, by former Dedicators ^ to 
cultivate with fuccefs the polite arts. They 
ought to have gone further, and to have 
ihewn how liberally you have rewarded all 
men of genius. Mallocb and the Home 
have been nobly provided for. Let 
CburcbiU or Armftrong write like them, 
your Lordfliip's daffical tafte will relilh 
their works, and patronize the authors. 
You, my Lord, are faid to be not only 
a Patron J but a Ju^^ and Mallocb adds> 
that he wifties, " for the honour of our 
country, that. this praife were not, almoft 
exelufivefyf ypur own," I wifh too, for 
the ionour of «iy country, and to prcfcrve 
yourLordfhip from the contagion of a ma- 
lignant envy, that you would not ag^in 
give perm^ffion to a fcribler to facrifice al- 
mcril the whole body of our Nobility and 

L 2 
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Gentry to his itch of panegyric on you, and 
of pay from you ; and I fubmit, whether 
a future inconvenience may hot refiilt from 
fo remarkable an inftance how certain' and 
fpeedy the way to obtain the laft is, by 
means of the /r;^. 

' The progrefs, my Lord, which alm6fl: 
all the fciences have made in England^ has 
become the jealoufy of Europe. ' Under 
your aufpices Botany and tragedy have 
reached the utmoft height of peifedHon.' 
Not onFy the Syfiem of Power y but the^^f-' 
getahlt Syftem has been compleated by the 
joint labours of your Lordlhip^ and the 
great Doftor Hill, tragedy under Malhch 
and the Home has here rivalled the Greek 
model, and united the different merits of ^ 
the great Moderns. The fire of Sbake-^ 
jpearty and the correftnefs oi Racine^ have 
met in yotir two countrymen. One other 
exotic too I muft not forget : Arthur Mur- 
phy, Gent. He has the additional merit 
of uRing no lefs than of writings fo as to^ 
touch in the moft cxquifite manner all the 
fine feelings of the human frame. I have 
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&arcely ever felt myfelf mote forcibly kf- 
feded, than by this poor negleded player, 
except a few years ago at the Duchefs of 
§ueenjberry% where your Lordihip fo fre- 
quently exhibited. In one part, which 
was remarkaUy humane and amiabk^ you 
were fo great, that the general exclama^ 
lion was, here you did not aH. In another 
part you were no lelsperfeft. I mean in 
the famous fcene of Han^t^ where you 
pour fatal poifon into the ear oi a goodyUn-^ 
fufpe£ting King. If the great names of 
Murphy and Bute, as flayers^ penfantur 
eddem trutindy it is no flattery to fay that 
you, my Lord, were not only fuperior, 
but even unrivalled by him, a$ well as by 
all who have ever appeared on the great 
ftage of the world, ; As a ^riter^ I take 
Mr. Murpiywiii^ to excel you, except in 
fomxz oi Orthogr(^hy ; z&znaSfor^ he can 
form no pretcnfion to an equality, Na^ 
ture indeed in her utmQ& ^mpUeity we ad- 
mire in Mr. Murphy -, but ^r/, Ar^^ cha- 
laAenftis your Lordihip* . 

L 3 
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This too gives your LorcUh^ a daiM 
to the DedicatioB cf this Pkf. You are 
perfeft in every thing relpe£tii^ the pcimn^ 
of ailing. Your whole nund h^ bpen 
formed %o it. All your faculdes have been 
^ireOed to this important objeft. While 
^. Pitt^ Lord Tempk^ and others^ your 
fx>tempor»ies^ were preparing themfelves 
for the national bufinefi of Parliaipent^ 
and already taking a ^ftinguiihed park 
there^ you were treading a private ftage 
in the high bufkins of pompous^ Ibnorous 
Trj^edy, With what fuperior fuccefi I 
record with pleafure, Mr. Pitt and hw 
nohle Brother arc npw both in a private 

ftation. You have, almoft exclujipdy^ the 
fmiles of your Sovereign ; they only the 
empty applaufe of their country. This 
tx)o they ihare with others ; a JDuke of New-^ 
€afik and Devon^re y a Marquis of Reck- 
ingbam^ an Eari of Hanhnckj and the two 
fpirited, young Nobles, whQ ftand ib high 
in fame and virtue^ whom England ^ixh 
ries that fhe can call her own, the Dukes 
pf Grafton and PortlamL T\y^ djltii^ 
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guiihed ch^afters muft ever be refpe&ed 
by yowr Lordlhip, for their ardent love 
of -our Siroefeigu and of Liberty ^ and ho- 
noufed by this nation as the declared, de* 
termined, and combined enemies of defpo- 
tiCy iniblent, and conttvcv^xMt favwritifm. 
As tragedy and Botany have thus reared 
their heads, give me leave to recommend 
to your Lordihip one important point re- 
jpeding the Sciences^ and the Belles Let- 
tresy which ftiU remains unfettled : I mean 
Orthography. The French Academy has 
fixed it for their nation ; yet a bold mo- 
dern, Volt air ey has dared to deviate from 
their rules, and has endeavoured to efta* 
blifli a new Orthography ^ ftill nearer ap-r 
prpaching to the modem pronunciation, 
I have leen, and admired^ (ome curious 
Specimens of your Lordfhip*s labours of 
this kind, moft happily adapted even to 
tht female mode of pronunciation, which 
^xh me, as well as with a polite nobleman, 
muft ever bear the palm, if not of cor- 
Te£bne(s, yet of grace and elegance. In* 
4ced, my Lord^ the ktttrt I alludp to arif 
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fo eurious, that I wilh for -a fac Jtmk af 
them, as we have of one of the genuine kt^ 
itrs of your country-maa Archibald Bower. 
They would, I am perfoadcd, excel all 
the curious manufcripts of this kind in 
your own Univcrfity of Aberdeen^ or among 
the immenfe coUeftion of learned books of 
your late valuable purchafe, the Argyle 
Library. May I not therefore hope that 
as the Definitive Treaty is now figned, your 
Lordftiip's labours will be direfted to this 
importanf point, and that we may expeft 
tp fee a compleat OrtbpgraphicalDiSdomry^ 
^o determine the knotty pdint of Britain 
for Briton^ which has of late puzzled that 
great writer, the ^r^/^/ Briton himfelf, not- 
withftanding the excellence of his Scottijb 
education ? Eafp and elegance will, I am 
pcrfuadcd, ffiU attend your Lordlhip as 
jnfeparably as tijey have' pver idone, nor 
■will you in this cafe hp in danger of being 
forfaken by them, when, as BenediSt (or 
lf you pleafe in your own botanical phrafe, 
Carduus BenediSius) fays, new be is turned 
PrthoorapheRi bis '^pcr^ are a very fan*. 
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Uijtical hanquety jufi fo fna$rjf Jtrat^e 
SJbes. 

I ihould have added, my Lord, that the 
Plof I make an offering of is a Tragedy^ 
the mo^ grave and moral of M Poems, and 
therefore with a happy propriety comes in- 
fcribed.to your Lordfhip, the mott grave^ 
the moft moral of all men. A witty comedy ^ 
I would never have offered to your Lord- 
fliip, nor indeed to any of your country- 
men. Wit is an ignis fatuusy which be- 
wilders and leads us aflray. It is the 
primrofe patbj which condufts to folly. 
Your Lordfhip has never deviated into it. 
You have marched on with folemn dignity, 
.keeping ever the true tragic flep, and have 
on the greateft occafions (fo known^ fo ho- 

noured in the Houfe of Lords) exhibited 

to the world what you learnt on the ftage, 
the mofl pompous diftion with the boldefi 
theatrical fwell, infinitely fuperior to aQ 
the light airs of wit or humour. The eafy 
fock of laughing comedy you never con- 
defccnded to wear. 
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I have only one thing more to iugji tv 
your Lordfliip. The Play is quite impeiv 
fc£t. Your Lotdihip loves the ftage : £> 
does Mr. Murphy. Let me ihtreat your 
Lordfliip to afllift your friend in perfefiarig 
the weak fcenes of this Tragedy <, and from 
thefe crude labours of Bin Jolmfm 9tA 
others, to give u$ a compleat Pktf. It is 
the warmeft wiih of my heart that i:he Earl 
of Bute may fpeedily compleat the flxiry 
of Roger Mortimer. I hope diat.your 
Lordfliip will grmaufy condefcend to un*- 
dertake this arduous tafk^ to which po'is 
like yours, are fo peculiarly adapted. A 
variety of anecdotes in r»l life will fuper- 
cede the leafl; neceflity of poetical fiAion. 
To yoy every thing will be eafy* The fifth 
A^ of this P/jy will find taUtias gnat as 
jour's^ ftiil m MX vigour, even after you 
have run fo wonderful a career. If more 
impertant concerns, cither of bufinefi^ or 
anmfmentj eng^ you too much, I b^, 
my Lord, that you will pleafe r^^lfy » 
command Mr. Murphy,, as Mr^ Macpberf^t 
fays you commanded him to pubMi th« 
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ffm^-p/ms of fmgA md yV«p^4. Such 
a w<^k wiU immortalbe yow name m the 
fitirary^ as the Peace of VerfaiUes will in 
tbe fititical worlds ^nd wherever the name 
of RiK^it MoJLTiMEit (hall be mentiofted^ 
that of Bute wHl ft^iow to the kteft dUnes. 
Give me leave, mf Lord, to ofier my 
thanks as an Englii^an, for your public 
conduct. At your atcejfian to power, you 
found us a diftra&ed, difaaited nation.: 
The late s^bandoned mmfier of the people 
had wickedly extended ^ery dart of cor- 
ruption through all r»iks of men, the le-< 
pate (I ipeak of dbe kae t^^m/ Parliament) 
not excepted. You, my Lord, have made 
us a happy fxA unked nation. Corrup- 
tion jf^/^i like a gwSty things iq>on your 
fummons of Mr. Fex^ nor have I heard of 
^ fingle inftance of any undue^ unconfti-. 
tudonal influence exerted in the fcnate. (I, 
fpeak of the prefinU virtuous Parliament), 
Your Lordlbip too from every fore^n 
Court has received the moil flattering tef- 
omonies of an ui^bounded confidence in 



ycur veracity and goodfaith^ equal to tEcir 
juft fenfe of your tranfcendent aitUties^ 

I beg pardon, my Lord, for having i(» 
long detained the patriot Minifter of the 
patriot King, from the great fcenes of /a- 
r^gn bulinefs, or the rooting out corrup- 
tion at bome^ ,ov the innocent employmeats 
of his leifure hours. I hope Dodor HUl 
and the Home wSl forgive me, and diat 
the great Triumvirite having completed x 
glorious^ and permanent peace, may in 
learned eafdj Under the (hade of their own 
oUve^ foon enjoy the full fweets of their 
own philofbphy ;. f6r as Candide ol>ierves, 
Cela eft hien dit^ mais il faut cultiyer 
NOT^E jARDiN. In your fofte)*, more efh 
vied hours of retirement, I wiih you^ my 
Lord, the moft exquifite pleafures under 
the fhade of the Cyprian Myrtle. Your 
patriot moments will be pafled under the 
Ihade of your Scoitijh Fir. 

I will no longer intrude on your Lordr 
ihip. The Cocoa Tree zxAyour countrymen 
may be impatient to fettle with you the 
Arw^ and the Finances of this kingdom. 
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1 have only to add my congratulations oil 
tiie peculiar fame you have acquired, fa 
adequate to the wonderful a£b of your 
^miniftration* You are now in full pof- 
ieflion of that fame at the head of Tories 
auid Seotfmen ; but alas ! my Lord, how 
;&ntaftick, as well as. tranfitory is fame ! 
Tbemeaneft have their day, and though 
Mr. Pi// is now adored, as the head of 
fPhigs and Englifinnen^ the great eft can but 
hlaze^ and fafs away. 

I am, with a zeal and refpeft equal to 
your virtues. 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfliip*s 

Very humble fcrvant* 
March 15, 1763. 



Letter to His Grace theDvKis, (jf Grafton, 

My Lorp, 
** IT is a very peculiar (atisfadion I feel^ 
on my return to my native country, that 
a nobleman of your grace's fuperior ta* 
lents, and in(i€3{^ble integrity, is at the 
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head of the moft important department of 
ftate. I have been witnefi of the general 
appUiuic, which has been given abroad, 
to the choice his majefty has made, and I 
am happy to find my own counttymcn 
zeabus and unanimous in eyery tefldmwxy 
of their approbation. 

I hope, my Lord, that I may congra^ 
tulate myfelf, as well as my country, on 
your grace's being placed int a ftation of 
fb great power and importance. Though 
I have been cut off from the body of his 
majefty's fubje£ts, by a cruel and unjuft 
profcription, I have never entertained an 

idea inconfiftent with the duty of a good 
fubjeft. My heart ftill retains all its for* 
mer warmth for the digility of England^ 
and the glory of its fovereign. I have not 
aflbciated with the traitors to our liberties^ 
nor made a fingle connexion with any man 
who was dangerous, or eycit fufpedted by 
the friends of the pioteftant family on the 
throne. I now hope that the rigour of a 
lOTig-unmerited exile is paft, and that I 
may be allowed to continue in the lan(h 
and among the friends of liberty* 
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I wilh, my lord, to ewe this to the 
mercy of my prince. I entreat your grace 
tf> lay me with all humility at the king's 
feet, with the trueft aflurances, that I have 
never, in any moment of my life, fwerved 
from the duty and alle^ance I owe to my 
ibvereign, and that I implore, and in 
every thing fubmit to, his majefty*s cle- 
mency. 

Your grace's noble manner of thinking, 
and the obligations I have formerly re- 
ceived, which ^ue ftill frcfli in my mind, 
will, I hope, give a foil propriety to this 
addrefs ; and I am fure a heart, glowing 
with the facred zeal of liberty, muft have 
a favourable reception 6(Mn the duke of 
Grafton. I flatter myfelf, that my con- 
duct will juftify your grace's interceding 

with a prince, who is diftinguifhed by a 
companionate tendernefs and goodnefs to 
all his fubje^s, 

I am, with the trueft refpeft, my Lord, 
Your Grace's moft obedient, and moft 
humble femnt, 
•^ • John Wiules* 
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Ill * 

t 

A fecond letter to His Grace the Duke af 
Grafton, Firft Commiffioner of His Ma^ 
jeftfs ^reafury. 

Vacare culpa magnum eft folatium ; pr^e^ 
fertim cum babeam duas reft quihus me fuf^ 
tentemy optimarum artium fcienfiam^' £f? 
maximarum rerum gloriam, quarum altera 
mibi vivo nunquam eripietur^' altera ne mor-- 
tuo quidem* Cicero. 

My Lord, Paris^ Dec. 12, 1766. 

*• I AM not yet recovered from the afto- 
nilhmcnt, into which I was thrown by, 
your grace's verbal meilage, in anfwer to 
my letter of the firft of November. In a. 
converfation I had with Colonel Fitzroy at 
the Hotel d'Efpaigne, he did me the ho- 
nour of affuring me, that I Ihou'd find his. 
brother my real and fincere friend, ex- 
tremely defirous to concur in doing me' 
juftice, that he was to tell tne this frcrin 
your grace, but that many intereftii^paiv. 
ticulars relative to me cou'd not be com* 
muoicated by letter, nar by the poft I 
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fondly believ*d thefe obliging ariurftnc«s^ 
becaufe on a variety of occalions youf 
grace had teftified a full approbation o^ 
my conduft, had thank'd me in the moft 
flattering terms as the perfon the moft ufe* 
itil to the common caufe in which we were 
embark'd, • and had ftiewn an uncommoi^ 
zeal to ferve a man who had lufFer'd &> 
much in tht caufe of liberty. 
• I returned to England with the gayeft^ 
and the moft lively hopes. 'As loon as I 
arrived at London, I defir'd my excellent 
friend, Mr. Fitzherbert^ to wait bn your 
grace, with every profeffion of regard on 
my part, and the refolution I had taken 
of entirely fubmitting the mode of the ap* 
plication I Ihou'd make to the throne for 

my pardon. I cannot expreis the anxiety* 
which your grace's anlwer gave me, Mh 
JVilkes muft write to Lord Chatham. 1 theii 
beg'd Mr. Fitzberbert to ftate the reafbns, 
which made it impoflible for me to follow 
that advice, from every principle of ho* 
nour, both public and private. I fliew*d 
too the impropriety of fupplicating a fellow 
M 
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IbBje^ for mwcy^ the prerngatvQt^ gobcff 
Kings are the cnoft jealous of, by &r thcr 
brighteft jewel in. their croi^ntv and the at- 
tribute, by whicji they may the neareft 
approach to the Diviciityc 

I aftenwrd* wrote the letter ^ your 

grace, which I have feen in all the public 

prints. I never received any other aafwer 

but a verbal mei&ge, Mr« fFiikes mu^ 

liriu t^ LoriCba^bam : I do nothing wttih- 

6pt Lord Qbaibanti When I found thfl^ 

rny pardon was tp be bought with the fa-* 

crifice of my honour, I had the virtue not 

to hefitate, 1 j^urn'd at the propoiaU and 

Ifft my dear native London with, a heart 

&U of grief that my fureft hopes were » 

hl^ed^ of humiliatbn that I had given 

$js eafy faidi to: the promifes of a Minister 

aj^d a Courtier, and of aftonifhrnent thar 

a^ iiohjemao of parts and difcernment 

€pfv>'d continue in an infatuation^ from 

-^hich jtbe . condufl: of Lord Chatham had' 

rec^vfr'd every ■ other man in the nation*; 

Ije was indeed lorg the favourite charac*: 

W. 9i: 9^ WWn^fym^^ - Every . tonguei 



^^m winMn in his praife. The wRolc 
" people lavifli'd on him their choiceft fa- 
vours, and endeavoured by the nobleft 
means, by an unbounded generofity and 
confidence, to have kept him virtuous. 
With what anguilh were we at laft unde- 
ceived ! How much it cdft us to give up 
a man, who had {o long entirely kept pof- 
ieffion of our hearts ! How cruel was the 
ftruggle ! But alas ! how is he changed ? 
how fallen ? froth what height fallen ? His 
glorious fun is fet, I believe never to rife 

again. 

We long hop*d^ my Lord, that public 
virtue was the guide of his aftions, and the 
love of our country his ruling paflion, but 
he has ' fully fliewn omnis n)is virtufqui in 
iingui Jita eft. Our hearts gk)w'd with 
gratitude for the impcwtant fervices he had 
Jione agaitift the common enemy, and the 
voice of the nation hail'd him our deli* 
verer ; but private ambition was all the 
while fkulking behind the fhield of the pa-^ 
triot, and at length in an evil hour made 
IttEii quit the fccne of all his glory, the 

M 2 



\ 



{ 1^4 > 
only pkcic, in which he coti'd be truly 
lifeful, for a retreat, where he knew it 
was impoffible the confidence of the peo- 
ple cou*d follow, but where he might in 
.inglorious eafe bear his blushing honour^ 
thick upon him. 

I might now, my Lord, expoftulate with 
your grace on a verbal meflage, and of fuch 
A nature, in anfwer to a letter couch*d in 
the moft decent and relpedtful terms, com- 
ing too from a late member of the kgifla- 
ture. I might regret, that the largefl: 
proffers of friendfhip, and real fervice, 
cou*d mean no more than two or three 
words of cold advipe, that I fhou'd apply- 
to another. I might be tempted to think 
it a duty of office in the firft Lord of die 
Treafury to have fubmitted to his Majefly 
a petition relative to the exercife of the 
nobleft adt of regal power, which any con- 
ftitution can give any fovereign. Surely; 
my Lord, my application to the firft: Com- 
miffioner of the Treafury, who is always 
confidcr*d as the firft Minifter in England* 
was the very proper application. As I 
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had made no difcovery of any new won- 
derful pill or drop, nor pretended to th« 
fecret of curing the gout or the tooth-ach, 
I never thought of foliciting Lord Chat- 
ham for a privy feaL His Lordfliip's office 
was neither important, nor refponfible, I 
will not however enlarge on this, but I 
Ihall defire your grace's permiflion fully to 
ftate what has happened to me as a private 
gentleman relative to Lord Chatham^ be- 
caufe I wou'd not leave a doubt concern- 
ing the propriety of my condudl, in a 
mind naturally fo candid, and fo capable 
of judging truly, as that of the Duke of 
Grafton. 

I believe that the flinty heart of Lord 
Chatham has known the fweets of private 
frieftdftiip, and the fine feelings of huma- 
nity, as little as even Lord Mansfield, 
They are both form'd to be admir'd, not 
belov'd, A proud, infolent, overbearing, 
ambitious man is always full of the ideas 
of hi§ own importance, and vainly ima- 
gines himfelf fuperior to the equality ne- 
<ieflary among real friends, in ^^1 the mo? 

Ms 



ments of true enjoyment. Friendlhip & 
too pure a pleafure for a mind cankered 
with ambition, or the hift of power and 
grandeur. Lord Chatham declared in Par- 
liament the ftrongeft attachment to Lord 
'Temple^ one of the greateft characters our 
country cou'd ever boaft, and faid be wot^d 
live and die with his noble brother. He has 
rcceiv'd obligations of the firft magnitude 

from that noble brother ^ yet what trace of 
gratitude or of friendlhip was ever found in 
any part of his conduft ? and has he not 
now declared the mod open variance, and 
even hoftility ? I have had as warm and 
cxprefs declarations of regard as cou'd be 
made by this marble-hearted friend, and 
Mr. P//// had. no doubt his views in even 
feeding me with flattery from time to time ; 
on occafions too where candour and indul- 
gcnce were all I cou'd claim. He may re- 
member the compliments he paid me on 
two certain poems in the year 1 754. It I 
were to take the declarations made by 
himfelf and the late Mr Potter a la lettre^ 
they were more'charm'd with thofe verie$ 
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iftcr the tiinety ninth reading 'than after 
the firlt ; ib that from this circumftance, as 
\V€l| as a few of his ipceches in parliament^ 
k feems to be likewife true of the firft 
orator, or rather the firft comedian, of cait 
age, mm icUfplicuiJfe iUijotos^ fed nan Ci)ntu 

I will now fubmit to your grace, if ;thcfle 
was not fomething peculiarly bale and per- 
iidious in Mr. Piifs calling me a blafpbcr 
mer <^ ny God for thofe very verles, at a 
time when I was abfent, and dangeroufly 
ill from an afikir of honour. The chame 
too he knew was falfe, for the whole ri* 
dicule of thofe two pieces was confined td 
.certain myfteries, which formerly the ufh 
fla^d and unpmfiotCd Mr^ "Pitt did not 
think himfelf obliged even to affefl: to be*- 
lieve. He added another charge equally 
unjuft, that I was the tibelkr of mf king^ 
.tho* he was fenfible that I ntver wrote ^ 
fingle line difrefpeftful to the facred pcr^ 
fon of rtiy fovercign, but had only attacked 
the dcfpotifin of his minifters, with thas ' 

/pirit becoming 4ijgood fubjedt, arid zc^- 
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lous fHend of his country. The reaibn of 
this perfidy was plain. He was then be- 
ginnbg to pay homage to the Scotiijh Idol, 
and I was the moft acceptable facrifice he 
cou*d offer at thj? ihrinp of BpTi?. PJiftory 
fcarcely gives fe remarkable a change. 
He was a few years ago the mad, feditiou^ 
Tribune of the People, infulting his So- 
vereign even In his capital city, now he is 
fhe abje^ crouching deputy of the proud 
Scot, whq he declared in Parliament wtf»/- 
fdwifdom^ and bel4 principles incompatible 
with freedom ; ^ moft: ridiculqus charader 
furely fqr a ftatefman, and the fubjeft of 
a free Jeing4Qm, but the very proper com-: 
pofitiqn for 2l favourite. Was it poffible 
for me after this to write a fuppliant letter 
to Lord Chatham ? I am the firft: to pro- 
nounce myfelf moft unworthy of a pardon, 
if I cQu'd have obtained it on thofe terms* 
Although I declare, my Lord, that the 
confcious pride of virtue makes me look 
down with contempt on a man, who cou'd 
be guilty of this bafenefs, who cou'd in 
|h^ lobby declare tha^ I ipuft be fuppon:- 
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cd, and In the Houfe on the fame day de- 
fert and revile me, yet I will on every oc- 
cafion do juftice to the Minifter. He has 
ferv'd the public in all thofe points, where 
the good of the nation coincided with hi$ 
own private views ; and in no other. I 
venerate the memory of the Secretary, and 
I think it an honour to myf^lf that I Ilea- 
dily fupported in Parliament an adminir 
ftration, the moft fuccefsrul we ever had> 
and which carried the glory of the nation 
to the highcft pitch in every part of the 
world. He found his country almoft in 
defpair. He raised the noble fpirit of Eng- 
land, and ftrain'd every nerve againft our 
enemies. His plans, when in power, were 
always great, tho* in direft oppofition to 
the declarations of his whole life, when 
out of power. The invincible bravery of 
the Britifli troops gave fuccefs even to the 
moft rafli, the moft extravagant, the moft 
defperate of his projefts. He faw early 
the hoftile intentions of Spain, and if the 
written advice had been followed, a very 
few weeks had then probably clos'd the 



iaft general war ; although the merit of 
that advice was more the merit of his mbU 
dfrctber^ than his own* After the omni* 
|)0tencc of Lord Bute in 1761 had forced 
Mr. Pitt to retire from his Majefly's Coun* 
cils, and the cauie was declared hf himfelf 
€0 be our condud relative to Spain, I had 
the happinefs of fetting that affair in {o 
clear and advantageous a light, that he ex-^ 
prefs'd the moft entire fatisfaftion,, and 
particular obligations to my friendlhip. I 
do not however make this a claim of me- 
rit to Mr. Pitt, It was my duty, from the 
peculiar advantages of information I then 
had. 

The conftitution of our country has no 
obligations to him. He has left it with 
all its beauties, and all its blemifhes. He 
«ev^r once appeared in earneft about any 
<jueftion of liberty. He was the caufe that 
in 1 764 no point was gain*d for the public 
in the two great queftions of General 
Warrants, and the Seizure of Papers. 
TThe curfed remains of the court of Sutf 
Chamber, the enormous power ,of the 
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Attorney General, the fole great judicial 
officer of the crown, who is durante bene 
placitOj and not upon oath, who tramples 
pn Grand Juries^ and breaks down the 
firft, the foremoft barriers of liberty, con- 
tinued during his adminiftration the fame 
as before. Every grievance, which was 
not rooted out by the glorious Revolution* 
and the latter ftruggles pf our patriots, 
ftill fubfifls in full force, notwithftanding 
the abfolute power he exercised for fcvcral 
years over every department of the ftate. 
But I have done with Lord Chatham. ' I 
leave him to the poor confolation of a 
place, a penfion, and a peerage, for which 
he has fold the confidence of a great na- 
tion. Pity fliall find, and weep over him. 

J am now, my Lord, pnce more driven 
from the Romans to the gay, the polite 
Athenians^ but I fliall endeavour to con- 
vince your grace that I am not totally loft 
to my country nor to myfelf, in this fcene 
of elegant diflipation, and that I do not 
wafte the time in unavailing complaints of 
my hard fate, and the ingratitude of thofe 



( 172 ) 

I have fcrv*d with fuccefs, for I ihall very 
foon beg to call the public attention to 
fome points of national importance, and 
in the mean time I fhall embrace this op-' 
portunity of doing myfelf juftice againft 
the calumnies, which a reftlefs faftion does 
not ceafe to propagate. 

The affair of the General Warrant, 
and the Habeas Corpus, is told very un- 
faithfully, and almoft every particular, re- 
lative to my being made a prifoner, and. 
fent to the Tower on the 30th of April 
1763, has been injurioufly mifreprefented 
in feveral late publications, I f)iall there-? 
fore ftate the tranfaftions of that memor^ 
able day, and I may appeal to the minutes 
taken at the time for the accuracy of this 
relation. 

On my return from tlie city early in the 
morning, I met at the end of Great George 
Street one of the King's Meflengers. He 
told me that he had a warrant to appre- 
hend me, which he muft execute imme- 
diately, and that I muft attend him to 
Lord Halifax's. I dcfir'd to fee the war- 
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rani. - He faid it was againji the author s^ 
printersy andpublift>ers of the North Briton^ 
No. 45, and that his verbal orders were to 
arreft Mr. Wilkes. I told him the warrant 
did not re^edt me : I advis'd him to be 
very civil, and to ufe no violence in the 
ftreet, for if he attempted force, I wou'd 
put him to death in the inftant, but if he 
wou'd come quietly to my houfe, I wou*d 
convince him of the illegality of the w^r- 
ranty and the injuftice of the orders he 
liad received. He chofe to accompany me 
home, and then produced the General 
Warrant. I declared that fuch a wttr- 
rant\fz& abfolytely illegal and void in itfelf, 
that it was a ridiculous warrant againft the 

whole Englifti nation, and I afk*d why he 
wou'd ferve it on me, rather than on the 
Lord Chancellor, on either of the Secre- 
taries, on Lord Bute, or Lord Corke, my 
next door neighbour. The anfwer was, / 
am to arreft Mr. Wilkes. About an hour 
afterwards two other Meffengers arrived, 
and feveral of their affiftants: They all 
endeavoured in vain to perfuade me to ac- 
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compaay them to Lord Htlifkx^s. T had 
likcwife many civil meffages from h^ 
Lordlhip to defire my attendance. My 
only anfwer was, that I had not the ho- 
nour of vifiting his Lordfiiip, and this firft 
application was rather rude and ungentle^ 
manlike. 

While ibme of the Mefiengers and their 
afliftants were widi me, M". Cbnr chill amt 
into the room. I had heard that their 
verbal orders were likewife t6 appl^hend 
him, but I fufpefted they did not know 
his perfon, and by prcfence of mind I had 
the happincfs of laving niy friend. As 
foon as Mr. Cburcbill entered the room, I 
accofted him. Good morrow^ Mr, Tbomfon. 
How does Mrs. ^bomfon do to-day ? Does 
Jhe dine in the country f Mr. Churchill 
thank'd me, faid flie then waited for him, 
that he only came for a moment to aflc me 
how I did, and almoft direftly took his 
leave. He went home immediatdy, fe* 
cur'd all his papers, and retired into the 
country^ ITie Meflengers cou*d never 
get intelligence whefe he was. The folJ 
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lowing week he came to town, and was 
pre&nt both the days of hearing at the 
court of Common Pkas. 

The whole morning pafs*d in meilages 
between Lord Halifax and me. The bu*^ 
finefs of the Meflengers being fbon pvb^ 
Rely known, feveral of my friends came ta 
m^ on fo extraordinary an event. I dc- 
fir'd two or three of them to go to the 
court of Common Pleas, to make afiida* 
vit of my being made a prifbner in my own 
houfe under an iU^al toarrantj and to de^ 
mand the Habeas Corpus. The Chief 
Jttftice gave orders that it ihould ifTue im- 
mediately. 

A conftable came afterwards with feve- 
ral affiftants to the Meflengers. J repeat- 
edly infifted on their all leaving me, and 
declared I wou*d not fuffer any one of them 
tfo continue in the room againft my con- 
fent, for I knew and wou*d fupport the 
i^ights of an Englifhman in the fan^ary 
of his own houfe. I was then threatened 
with immediate violence, and a regiment 
of the guards, ifneceflJiry. libonfound^ 
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all rcfiftance wou'd be vain. The confta-* 
ble demanded my fword, and infilled on 
my immediately attending the Meffengers 
to Lord Halifax's. I replied, that if they 
were not aflaflins, they fliou'd firft give me 
their names in writing. They complied 
with this, and thirteen fet their hands to 
the paper. I then got into my own chair, 
and proceeded to Lord Halifax's, guarded 
by the Meffengers and their affiftants. 

I was conducted into a great apartment 
fronting the park, where Lord Halifax and 
Lord Egremont, the two Secretaries of 
State, were fitting at a table covered with 
paper, pens and ink. The under-fecre-. 
taries ftood near their lordfhips. Mr 
Lovel Stanhope, the law clerk, and Mr 
Philip Carteret Webb, the folicitor of the 

Treafury, were the only perfons befides 
who attended. Lord Egremont received 
me with a fupercilious, infolent air ; Lord 
Halifax with great politenefs. I was de- 
fir'd to take the chair near their Lordfliips, 
which I did. Lord Halifax then began^ 
that be was really concerned that be bad been 
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wieffitdted tb proceed in that manner agdinjt 
mi^ thdt it nxias exceedingly to he regretted 
tbut a gentleman of my rank and abilities 
ceifd engage againfi bis Kingj and his Ma-^ 
jefty^s government. I replied, that his Lord- 
flnp cotfd not be more miftaken^ for the King 
bad not a fubjeSl more zealoujly attached to 
bis perfon and government than myfelf\ that 
I had all my life been a warm friend of the 
Houfe ofBrunfwick^ ^tid the Prctefiant Sue- 
cejfion •, thdt while I made the truejl profef 
Jipns of duty to the Kingj I was equally free 
to declare in thefafni moment^ that I believed 
fto Prince bad ever the misfortune of being 
fervid, by fuch igndrimt^ infolent^ and defpo^ 
tic minifterSy ofwhick fny being there was a 
frejby glaring proof for I was brought be- 
fore their Lord/hips by force^ under'aGEffE- 
RAL Warrant, which nanCd no body^ in 
Eolation of the laws of my country ^ and cf 
^he privileges of Parliaments that Ibeg^d 
both their Lordftiips to remember my prefent 
declaration^ that on the veryfirjt day of the 
enfuing fejfion of Parliament^ 1 wotCdfiand 
up in my place and impeach themfcr the out^ 
N 



( 178 ) . 
i^age they iad committed in my peffon agam0 
the liberties of the people. Lord Halifax 
anfwer'd, that nothing bad been done but 
by the advice of the befi lawyers^^ and 
that it was^ now iis duty to examine me^ 
He had in his hand a long lift of queftions^ 
regularly numbered. He began, Mr, 
PTilkeSj, do you know Mr. Kearjly ? when 
did you fee him ? 6?f, ^c. I replied, thai 
I fufpeSied there was a T>ain hope my anfwer 
woiid tend rather to what his Lord/hip wifb^d 
$0 know J that he feem*d to be loft in a dari^ . 
and intricate path, and really wanted much 
light to guide him phro* ity but that I cot^d 
affure his Lordjhip not a Jingle ray fhoiCd 
come from me. Lord Halifax returned t» 
the charge, Mr. Wilkes^ d^ you know Mr. 
Kearjly ? -^c. fcf c. I faid, that this was a 
curiofity ofi^ tns Lordjhifs part^ which how- 
•ever laudable in thefecnetary^ I did not find 
my f elf difpofed to gratify f. and that at the 
end of my examination all the quires of paper 
on their Lordjhips" table Jhou'd be as milk 
white as at the beginnings Lord Halifax 
then defir'^d to remind me ofny being their pri-' 
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fimtr^ ani of their right t^ examine me. I an- 
fwer'd, that IJhm^d imagine their Lordjhipf 
time ^as too precious to b€ trifled away in 
thai manner \ that they might havefeen before 
I woitd never fay (me word they defit^d to 
hum \ and I added. Indeed^ my Lords^ I 
am not made offucb flighty flmfy fluff \ then 
turning to Lord Egremont, I faid, Cotfi 
you employ tortures^ I wottd never utter a 
word unbecoming mjf honour^ or affeRing the 
fured confidence of a»y friend. God bat 
^en me frmnefs and fiddity. Tou trifle 
aiway your time mofl egregioufly^ my Lords. 
Lord Halifax then advi^d me to weigh well 
the confequences of my conduSl^ and the ad^ 
"vantages to my f elf of a generous^ frank con* 
f^on\ I lamented the proftitution of the 
wordy Generous, to what Ifbotfd confider 
as an aS of the utmofl treacherfy cowar dicey 
and wickednefs. His Lordfhip then aflk^d 
jne. If I chofe to be a prifoner in my own 
boufty at the Tower y or in NewgatCy for he 
was difpos'd to oblige me. I gave hb Lord- 
Ihip my thanks, but / dijir^d to remarky 
that L never reeeix^d an obl^ationy but from 
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(^friendi that I demanded jujiice^ and my 
immediate liberty^ as an Englijhmany who 
had not offended the laws of his country ; that 
4XS to the refty it was beneath my attention^ 

the odious idea of reftrMnt was the fame odi- 
ous idea ruery where \ that I wott d go whire 
Iplea^dy and if I was reftraitfd by a fupcr 
rior force y I muji yield to the violence^ but 
wou'd never give colour to it- by afhamefid 
compromife^ that every thing was indifferent 
to me in comparifon of my honour and my U^ 
berty ; that I made my appeal to the laws^ 
and had already by my friends applied to the 
Court of Common Pleas for the Ha- 
3EAS Corpus^ which the Chief Jujiice had 
usually ordered to be iffued^ and that Jhop^d 
to owe my dif charge folely to my innocence^ 
and to the vigour of the law in a free country. 
Lord Halifax then told me, that Ifboitd 
be fent to the Tower y where IJbou^dbe treat- 
ed in a manner fui table to my ranky and that 
he hop'd the Meffengers had behaved well rt 
me. I acknowledg'd that they had behaved 
with humanityy and even civility tomCy not- 
Withjlanding the rt^an orders given them l^ 
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Ins Lorifi>ifs Colleague. I then again turn'd 
to Lbrd Egremont, and faid, Ytmr Lord- 
Jhip*s verbal orders were to drag me out of my 
bed at midnight. The firji man^ who had 
enter^ d my bedchamber by force^ IJhotCdhave 
laid dead on the fpot. Probably IJhou^dhave 
fallen in thefkirmifh with the others. I thank 
God^ not your Lordfhipy that fuch a fcene of 
blood has been avoided. Tour Lordfhip is 
very ready to ijfue orders^ whi<hyou have nei^ 
tber the courage tofign^ nor I believe tojuftify. 
No reply was made to this. The conver- 
fatioh drop'd. Lord Halifax retired into 
another apartment Lord Egremont con- 
tinued fullen and filent, about a quarter 
of an hour. I then made a few remarks 
on fome capital piftures, which were in 
the room, and his Lordfhip left me alone. 
I was afterwards conducted into another 
apartment. I found there fcveral of my 
friends, in argument with the mofl infa- 
mous of all the tools of that adminiflra^ 
tion, Mr. Philip Carteret Webb. He con- 
firm'd to me, that I was to be carried to 
ihe Tower, and wijh^d to know if I had ^ 
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favours to ajk. I replied, that J was ufed 
to confer^ not to receive^ favours ; that Iwa$ 
fuperior to the receivings arty even from bis 
Mafters ; that all 1 wou^dfay to him was^ if 
my valet de cbambre was allowed to attend 
.me in the Tower ^ IJhou*d iejbav^d and have 
acleanfiirty ifhewasnot^ Ifbou^dbave a 
long beardy and dirty linen. Mr. Webb faid, 
that orders would be given for his admif-*. 
fion at the Tower. I complained of the 
Ihameful cvafion of the Habeas Corpus^ in 
fending me to the Tower, tho* the orders 
of the Chief Juftice Pratt were known. 
Mr. Webb made no reply to this. He 
can^e to vifit; me at the Tower in the be- 
ginning of my imprifonment, when I had 
not the pcrmiffion to fee any friend. I 
defir*d him almoft at his firft entrance to 
take his leave, for if I was not allowed to 
fee thofe 1 lov% I wou^d not fee thofe I de-^ 
fpis'd. 

While I continued in the Tower, I was 
prefs'd to offer bail in order to regain my 
liberty, and two of the firft nobility dcfir'd 
to be my fccuritics in the fum of 100,000 1. 
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^cach- I was exceedingly grateful for f he 
offer, but wou*d not accept it. I obferv'di> 
that neither my health, nor my fpirits, 
•were affeded -, that I wou'd by great tenu 
iperance and abftinence endeavour to com* 
penfate the want of air and exercife, but if 
my health fuffer*d in a dangerous way, I 
WQu*d then accept fuch generous offers, 
for I hop'd to live that fo noble a cauie 

might be brought to a glorious iffue for 
the liberties of my country. From the 
beginning of this arduous bufinefs, I wou'd 
not on any occafion give bail, by which I 
never involved any friend, and. remained 
^the perfect mailer of my owri conduft. 

I fhall now, my Lord, proceed to do 
myfelf juftice againft a calumny of Sir 
John Cuft^ a perfon of the meaneft natural 
parts, and infinitely beneath all regard, 
except from the office he bears, with the 
.utmoft difcredit to himfelf, with equal dif- 
grace and infufficiency to the public. I 
find in the volume of the Journals of tht 
Houfe of Commons^ juft publifh'd, vol. 29- 
.p. 721. " Jovis 19^ die Januarii 1764. 

N4 
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Mr. Speaker acquainted the Houfc, that 
he, upon Tuefday laft, received a Let- 
ter by the General Poft from Mr. 
" Wilkes, dated Paris the nth Inftanti 
** inclofing a paper in the French Lan-# 
** guage, purporting to be a certificate o^ 
" one of the French King's Phyfici^ns, 
" and of a Surgeon of the faid King's 
" Army, relating , to the (late of Mi* 
«' Wilkes's health, fubfcribed with Twa 
*' Names, but not authenticated before a 
** Notary Public, nor the Signature there- 
" of verified in any Manner whatfoever.**^ 
Then follow the Uner and certificate. The 
infinuation is too plain to be over-look'd, 
too falfe to be forgiven. The fignature 
was verified by my letter. It is certain 
that the certificate was in all the ufual, 
forms \ yet, though the affair was deter- 
H\xn'd with refpeft to me, and I was inde- 
cently expell'd the Houfe of Commons on 
the fame day, without any time being al- 
lowed for other proof, a regard to truth, 
and my owp honour, made me give the 
moft complcat anfwer to thk wretched fub-. 
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terfuge of the abandoned Majority. I fcnt 
a fecpnd certificate in the unufual form* 
they had prefcril/d thcmfelves, attefted by 
two notaries, and confirmed by the Eng- 
lifh Embaflador. ' I wrote likewife again 
to the fpeaker on the 5th of February fol- 
lowing, but neither the fccond letter, cer- 
tificate, or atteftation, is to be found in 
the Journals^ as they ought in jufticc to 
my charafter. I have, however, my Lord, 
taken care that they lhou*d be publifh'd, 
for in a free government like ours, I will 
endeavour thro* my life to emulate the fpi- 
rit of antient Rome, provoco adfopulum ; 
and while the people do not condemn me, 
I Ihall, perhaps in this, moft certainly in 
every fucceeding age, rife fuperior to any, 
party cabal, or court faftion. This ftep 
covered my enemies with confufion, but 
was of no farther fervice to me. The party 
war againft me ceasM of courfe in the Houfe 
of Commons^ but flam'd with equal fury in 
Wejlminfter Hally and was attended' with 
every circumftance of revenge and cruelty, 
which the ingenious wit of a Mansfield 
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cQuM devife to gratify the malice of a ba4 

heart. 

By the fame Journals, page 723, I 
find that I am voted guiUy of writing and 
piblijhing the paper y intituled " The North 
Briton, No. 45,*' and that fcvcral witneiles 
were examined. There is not however ia 
the Journals a fingle word of the evidence 
they gave, and it is well known that not 
•one of them did, or cou'd, fay any thing 
relative to the autborjhip. The evidence 
of tht publication was exceeding flight, but 
the willingnefs of the judges made ample, 
amends for the deficiency of the witnefles, 
who were not upon oath. The Admini- 
ftration did not chufe to rifk either of thefe 
•charges againft me even in the court of 

Xing*s Bench, and I was only tried for a 
re-puhlication. I will never hlufli at the 
imputation of being the author of that pa- 
per, becaufe I know that truth is refpefted 
in every line. One circumftance will foon 
fully appear to the indignant public. I 
anean the large debt on the Civil Lift^ con- 
wtradted chiefly by the fcandalous purchafe 
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of a Parliamentary approbation of the lata 

' ignominious Peace^ the arbitrary Excife^ 
and other ruinous meafures of the Scottijh 
minifter. But I leave the affair of the 
GvilLiJi to a future exaft difcuffion. 

The laft calumny, my Lord, which! 
flail difprove, refpcfts the aftions at law 
againft' Lord Halifax. It is faid that I 
have neglefted, or purpofely difcontinued 
them, fmce my exile. The imputation is 
totally groundlefs. I was fo ill at Paris in 
the beginning of the year 1 764 that it was 
impoffible for me then to return to Eng- 
land alive, but I gave the moft exprefs or- 
ders that the law proceedings fhou'd be 
carried on with vigour, and in fad there 
was not a moment*s delay. When my 
wound began tp heal in the fpring, I was 
difluaded by all my friends from return- 
ing to a country, where the fame admi- 
niftration, which had illegally feiz'd my 
perfon, plundered my houfe, corrupted 
the fidelity of my fervants, and by the 
wicked arts of an arbitrary Judge, who 
caused the records to be faljifiedy had juft 
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cbtain'd two verdifts againft mc, were 
ftill in full power. I yielded to thefe rea- 
fons, becaufe propter eorum fcelusy nibil 
mibi intra meos parietes tutum^ nihil injidiis 
vacuum viderem. Lord Halifax for near 
two years ayaiPd himfelf of every advan- 
tage, which privilege and the chicane of 
law cou'd furnifh. He never cnter'd any 
appearance to a Court of Juftice, and the 
Common Pleas had, as far as they couM, 
punifh'd fuch an open contempt, fuch a 
daring proof thdtyidminiftration wou*d not 
fubmit to the law of the land^ and had en- 
deavoured to compel his Lordfhip to ap- 
pear. Towards the end of 1764 I was 
outlawed. The proceedings continued 
againft his Lordfhip till that hour. He 
then appeared, and his fingle plea was^ 
that as an outlaw^ I cou'd not hold any 
action. No other defence was made ag^nft 
the heinous charge of having in my per- 
fon violated the rights of the people. 

I felt this, my l^ord, as the moft cruel 
ftroke, which fortune had given me. 
Jufttce had at length overtaken n>any of 
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the inferior criminals, but my out-Jawry 
prevented my punifhing, the great, the 
capital offender, when after all his fubter- 
fiiges, he was almoft within my reach. I 
pleaie myfelf however with the reflexion 
that no minifter has fince dar'd to iiTue a 
GENERiiL Warrant, nor to fign an order 
for the SEizuRB of papers. In the one 
the perfonal liberty of every fubjedt is im- 
mediately concerned. On the other may 
depend not only his own fafety and pro^ 
perty, but what will come ftill more home 
to a man of honour, the fecurity, the hap* 
pinefs of thofe, with whom he is moft in* 
timately (ionnedted, their fortunes, their 
future views, perhaps fecrets, the dif- 
covery of which wou'd drive the coldefl: 
iloic to defpair, their very cxiftence pofli- 
Wjj all that is important in the public 
walk of life, all that is dear and facred in 
firiendlhip and in love. I was the laft op- 
preis'd, but I was the firft man, who liad 
the courage to carry thro' a juft refiftance 
to thefe afts of defpotifm. Now the opi- 
iiions of our fovereign Courts of Jufiici^ 
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are known and eftablUh'd. I rejoice dike 
•feveral others, who fuffrr'd before me, 
have fince made their appeal to the laws, 
and obtained redrefe. I hope the iron rod 
of miniflerial c^preffion is at length broken, 
and that I am the laft vidim of violence 
and cruelty. I fhall not then regret all 
the facrifices I have made, and my mind 
ihall feaft itlelf with the recoUe&ion in 
the unjuil exile I am doom'd to fufier from 
my friends and my native land. 

I will now, my Lord, only add, how- 
ever vinfafliionable fuch a declaration may 
be, that confiftency Ihall never depart from 
my charadter, that to the laft moment J 
will prefcrve the fanie fix'd and unconquer- 
able hatred to the enemies of freedom and 
the conftitution of our happy ifland, the 
fame warm attachment to the friends and 
the caufe of liberty, that I keep a fteady 
and a longing eye on England, that my 
endeavours for the good and fcrvicc of my 
country, by every method left me, ihaM 
•have a period only with my life, and that 
altho' I do not mean to lay any future 
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rfaim to your grace's favour, I will take 
care to fecurc your efteem. 

1 am, my Lord, 

Your Grace's moft obedient, 

and very humble fenrant, 

John Wilkes^ 

Gratias tibi, Deus optume, maicume, 
^ujus^ nutu & imperio nata eft & aufta. 
Res Anglicana, lubens laetufque ago,. 
tiBERTATE PUBLicA lu hanc diem & ho- 
ram, per manus, quod voluifti, meas, fer- 
yata, eandem & in aeternum ferra, fove, 
protege propitiate, fupphr oro. 
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The NORTH B R 1 T O T^. 

Number XII. 

Penlions, which reafon to the worthy gave 
4Mfrifl3 dijhonour to thifool and knave. 

Anon^ 

To the N o It T H Briton. 

SIR, : - 

I DO not know in arty controver ly (^ 
fure a method of coming at trufh 
(which is always the pretence, though fo 
feldom the real objeft of modern enqui- 
ries) as a juftand ftrid definition of aU 
the words and phrafes of any importance, 
which are afterwards to be irt u(c. This 
praftice is univerfal, excepting only in 
theological and political controverfy. If I 
take up a book of niathematics, the writer 
defines in the very firft page, what a tri- 
angle^ a circle^ or a trapetsaium is; ancf 
then argues clofely from the precife and 
♦ceurate ideas of each, which the author 
and reader have previoufly fettled." A 
book of fortification as regularly fets out 



( 193 ) 
with explaining to me what a baftion^ a 

idemi'lune^ or a horn-tvsrk is» I have read 
much religious controveHy i £Dr unhap^ 
pily there is as little agrfeement between 
the miniftcrs of the golpclj as between the 
minifters of ftate. I do not however re* 
member to have found in Any of our di* 
vines a fatisfaftory definition of faitb^fne 
mllj or predeftinatian. We are not yet 
arrived at the fame accuracy, with relpeft 
to the meaning of th^fe words^ as of a 
circk ot a fqttare-. The lame remark will 
hold true- in political controverfy^ Who 
has with any pfecifion defined the words 
f anion or pairietf The Wofd favourite 
alone we -have of late pretty fully under- 
ftocJd the force of- both from the defi- 
nitions of the MoNiTOft and of the North 
jBriton : yet give me . leave to fay, Sir, 
that neither of yclu have reached the force 
&nd clofenefs of expreffion in the great 
lexicographer, Mr. Johkson:^ who defines 
k favour iit to be ^ mtan wretcbf wbofe 
wbole bufinefs is by OKf means to fkafi. But 
whether the word has been well defiaed cir 
O 
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ftof , in fof mer periods of the Englifli hif- 
tbry, the cflFeft of it has been very fully 
ftlt, and even at this hour it is never ut- 
tered but with the moft unjuft paffion and 
ill-founded refentment, as if the nation 
was now fmarting from the fad confequences 
of its reality, and exertion in pride and in- 
folence. 

The word fenjion likewife has of late 
thuch puzzled our politicians. I do not 
recoUeft that any one of them has ventured 
at a. definition of it. Mr. Johnfon, as he 
is now a penfioneri one Ihould naturally 
have recourfe to^ for the trueft literary in- 
formation on this fubjeft* His definition 
then of a fenjion is, an allowance made to 
aty one^ without an equivalent. In Eng^ 
land it is generally unierftood to mean pay 
given to a ftate hireling for treafon to bis 
auntrj. And under the word pmftontr 
we read, i . one who is fupported by an aL 
Jowance paid at the will of another: a de- 
pendants 2* ajlave of fiat e^ hired by a fit- 
fend to dbey bis mafier. But with fubmif- 
iion to fo great a prodigy of learning, I 
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fliould think both definitions very errone- 
ous. Is the faid Mr< Johnfon a depend- 
ant ? or is he a Jlave of fiate^ hired by a 
fiipend to obey his majier? There is, ac- 
cording to him, no alternative. Is his 
fenjion underftood to be pay given him as a 
ft ate hireling for treafon to his country? 
Whoever gave it him, muft then have 
read London^ z Poem, &c. &c. and muft 
have miftaken all his diftant hints and dark 
allufions. As Mr. Johnfon therefore has, 
I think, failed in this account, may I, 
after fo great an authority, venture at a 
ihort definition of fo intricate a word ? A 
penjion then I would call an annual re^ 
ward from the Prince for feroices performedy 
or expected to be performed^ to the country. 
Let us confider the celebrated Mr. John- 
fon, and a few other lace penfioners, in 
this light. 

Mr. Johnfon's many writings in the 
caufe of liberty, his fteady attachment to 
the prefent Royal Family^ his gentleman- 
like compliments to his m^efty'3 grand- 
father, and his decent treatment of the 
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ptrliamenty intitle him to a fliare of the 

royal bounty. It is a matter of aftonifh- 

mcnt that no notice has till now been taken 

0f him by government for Ibme of the molt 

ixtrMrdinary produftions, which appeared 

with the namt of Satnuel John/on ; a name: 

hcxtitciGeer^e and Liberty. No man, who- 

Kaft read only one poem of his^ Londottj 

but muft congratulate the good fenfe and 

fpifit of difcernment of the mirtifter, whe^ 

beftows fuch a part of the pub4ic treafure 

on this diftinguiihcd friend of the public^ 

6f his maftet^s fatnily>. and of the conftitu- 

tion of the coiintiyi^ Tliefe rewards arc 

how moft judicioufly given to thofe who 

Jiavc fupported, not to thofe who have aH 

their lives writtcri with bittcfnefs,. and ha- 

hmgued with virulence againft the govern-* 

ment. But with all doe deference to tber 

lirft miriifter's difcernment^ I radfer think 

that Mr. Johnfon (as merit of this kind 

ihuft he provided for) might have beeii 

Better prbvided for in another way: I 

jihean at the 'board of Eyccife. t am de- 

firous of feeing him one of the commir^^ 
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fioners^ if not at the head of that board^ 
that the gentlemen there may ceafe to fee 
vsretches hired by thofe to whom excifs u 
paid. His definition oiexcife is,, that it is 
^ hateful tax levied upon commodities^ and 
adjudged not by the common judges lof pro- 
perty^ hut wretches hired hy thofe t^ whom 
txcife is paid. Is the escifi ftill on the fam^ 
footing ? Is wifli to know who hires thefe 
'Wretches^ the commiffioners of excife. Mr. 
Johnfon fays to whom is excifepaid ? If that 
is indeed the cafe, I am not at a lofs to 
n»homjexcife ispaidy nor whoof confequencc^ 
in Mr. Johnfon's idea, inr^es thefe wretches. 

Thefe are fair CKtr^As from the ccle- 
i>rated EngUJb DiSioHary^ which was prcr 
fented by a noble lord in fuch pomp to the 
:^ctdemy i^elU Crufe€,. If. will give the 
country of the old Romans the jufteft idea$ 
of Eng^ih liberty, ^iid of the prefent pa- 
trons of it among us, vho have io liber- 
ally regarded the author. But the literati 
of It^iy will not only find the work an ex^ 
^ellent literary diftionary, but a complete 
jfyftem of Englifli jpoli;ics.and hiftory, an^ 

P 3 
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himfdf, when Hannibal was at oyr gates jr 

whv real ftrength the nation derived from 

his gre^t and fpirited efforts \ what fums 

h$fi^fmM\ what immenfe expences he 

bore with chearfulnefs, to encourage ^is 

iriends tp %\it ftraining of every nerve- 

againft M^ and our common enemy. I do 

not indeed recoUeft that he raifed any re-r 

giment, . though many others of the nobi-r 

Uty did : biit I readily comprchcnsi why 

he did not. The adminiftr^ition were at 

that time fo over-run with grofs prejvidices, 

th^t they thought hia lordihip, and thoie 

friends of his, could not he trufted. The 

prefent miniftry think more juftly ; and 

ihould fuch another day come, I am fa- 

tisfied they will be found as zealous in the 

f:aufe of iheir country as before. It is 

plain thpn, that Lord Litchfield is at 

^ head of the penfioacFs on ac^pount of 

ttal ferviecs performed in tim^s of real 

danger* 

J think that I ^m right in declaring that 
a f^^fim nsiay not only be given for nat 
^mi'^ii^tMy^prfxamei^ b\^ likewife for 
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firdice's exiled to h^ performi. This J 
take to be the cafe of the pen/ions gene- 
rally given to thie Jtxteen Peers^ who re- 
prefent the whole nobility of Scotland. I 
am far from meaning that they are the only 
fixteen ScQttiJh peers who enjoy penfions : 
I fpeak of them now, as having votes in 
the houfe of Lords, from their being re- 
prefentatives of all the reft. Pen/tens have 
commonly been given to them for the fer- 
vices they are to perform to their country 
there, and to give them the true bias, 
which they might otherwife miftake. 
When lord Bute was in a former parlia- 
ment one of the fixteen Scottijh peers, he 
aftually enjoyed a penjion on this truly 
honourable footing ; and therefore he has 
the faireft right to the title of Grand Pen- 
ftonary^ In this more liberal conftruftion 
of the word pen/ton, I fhould imagine the 
Lord^ of the Bedchamber in general were 
included : and this I take to be the true 
reafon of the increafe of their number in 
the prefent reign from twelve to eighteen ; 
^hich is ftill kept filled up. This is by 
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no means want of oeconomy, that darling, 
attribute of modern ftatefmen ! It is done- 
that fo many more noble perlbns may be. 
ready to perform in parliament any fervices 
which their country calls for ; and is thus 
in reality only a mere honourable pen/ton. 

I beg to be underftood. Not only real 
fervices in parliament, but every fpecies 
of elegance and refinement in the polite 
arts may, I thmk, without cenfure, be re- 
warded with a penjion . A politenefs equal 
to that of Lord Talbot's — horfe ought 

not t6 pafs unnoticed. At the coronation 
he paid a new, and for a horfe, fingular 
refpeft to his fovereign, I appeal to ap- 
plauding multitudes (who were fo charmed,, 
as to forget every rule of decency, and to 
clap him even in the Royal prefence) whe- 
ther his, or his lord's dexterity on that day 
was not equal to any courtier's. Caligula's 
horfe had not half the merit. We remem- 
ber how nobly he was provided for. What 
the exaft proportion of merit was between 
his lordfhip and his horfe, and how far the 
penfion fhould be divided between them, 
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I will not take upon me to determine. I 
leave this knotty point to be decided be- 
tween them by the earl of Eglingtoun^ be- 
caufe Mr. John Hume^ alias Home (for fo 
it is printed in the new fweet qofegay of 
Scottijh tbiftles) tells the world, vol. ii. 
p. 250. that he is 

A friend of princes^ poets^ wits^ 
A judge infallible of tits. 

Some of the regulations of the courtiers 
themfelves for that day had long been fet- 
tled by former lord ftewards. It was re- 
ferved for lord Talbot to fettle an etiquette 
for their horfes. I much admire many of 
his new regulations, efpecially thofe for 
the royal kitchen. I approve the dif- 
charging of fo many turnfpits and cooksy 
who were grown of very little ufe. I do 
not however quite like the precedent of 
giving thtm penjions for doing nothing. It 
was high time to put an end to that too 
great indulgence in eating and drinking, 
.which went by the name of Old Englifh 
bofpitality^ when the houfe of commons 
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had granted a poor, niggardly civil lifi cf 
tmVf 8oo,oool. I finccrcly venerate his 
lordfhip's great abilities, and deeply re- 
gret that they arc not employed by go- 
vernment in a way more confidential^ marc 
iuited to his manly charadter. 

There is one Scottijh ptnfim I have been 
told of, which gave mc real pleafure. It 
is Mr. Hume^s : a3 I am fatisfied that it 
, muft be Mr. David Hume, whofe writings 
have beer fojuftly admired both abroad 
and at home, and cannot be Mr. Jolm 
HumCy who has endeavoured to bring the 
name into contempt, by putting it to two 
infipid tragedies, and other trafli in the 
^cBttiJh mifi'ellams. 

J muft, in compliance with a few vulgar 
writers, call the inadequate reward given ti^ 
Mn Pitt for as great fervices a3 ever were 
performed by any fubjcft, a penfion. In 
the fame light we arc to conGder the duke 
of Cumberland's and Marlborough^ 
Prince Ferdinand's and Admiral Hawke's, 
Mr. Onflow's, &c. I was going to call 
it the King' s gQld b9:iC i for Mr, Pitthaviji| 
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before received the moft obliging m^rks 
of regard from the reft of the public^ the 
teftimony of his fovereign only remained 
wanting. The circumftances however at- 
tending it convince me, that at that mo^ 
ment it was artfully contrived by courtiers 
to be given to Mr. Pitty neither for Louif- 
iourgf Si^etecj nor Pondicierryi but to ruin 
him in tt^ opinion of mankind^ and fi^om 
the hope of putting an ehd to that popu- 
larity, whkh he has through life courted 
with fuch painful zeal^ proftituted to fuch 
flagitious purpofes, and made ufe of above 
all to raife the flanle of difcord^ which 
raged for the laft fix years, but is how^ 
under the aulpicear of lord Bute, happily 
^xtinguifhcdi 

I am, &CC0 
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The NORTH BRITON- 
Number* XLV. 

The following adveriifement appeared in all 
the papers on the i%tb of April. 

/T^HE North Briton makes his ap- 
"*• peal to the good fenfe, and to the 
candour of the Ewglish nation. In the 
prefent unfettled and fluctuating ftate of 
the adminiftration^ he is really fearful of 
falling into involuntary errors, and he does 
not wijQi to miflead. All his reafonings 
have been built on the ftrong foundation 
oi fa£ls •, and he is not yet informed of the 
whole interior ftate of government with 
fuch minute precifion^ as now to ventwe 
the fubmitting his crude ideas of the pre- 
fent political crifis to the difcerning and 
impartial public. The Scottish mini- 
fter has indeed retired. Is his influence at 
an end ? or does he ftill govern by the 
three wretched tools of his power, who,, 
to their indelible infamy, have fupported 
the moft odious of his meafures, the late 
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ignominious Teace^ and the wicked ex- 
tenfion of the arbitrary mode of Excife? 
The North Briton has been fteady in 
Jiis oppofition to 2i Jingle^ infolent, incapa- 
ble, defpotic minifter -, and is equally ready, 
in the fervice of his country, to combat 
the triple-beaded^ Cerberean adminiftration, 
if the SqoT is .to affume that motley form. 
By HIM eyery arrangement to this hour has 
been made, and the notification has been 
as regularly fent by letter under his 
Hand. // therefore feems dear to a demon- 
ftratipn^ that he intends only to retire into 
that fituation, which he held before he 
iirft took the feals; I mean the diftating 
to every part of the king's adminiftration. 
The North Briton defires to be under- 
ftood, as having pledged himfelf a firm 
and intrepid affertor of the rights of hi? 
fellow-fubjefts, and of the liberties of 
Whigs and Englishmen. 
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Geffus oRAtioiTis atrox) &? vehemehs^ fair 
cfponiiur lenitatis & manfuetudinis. 

T H E Kin^^s Speech has always beeft cdh- 
fidercd by the legiflatufe, and by the pub- 
lic at lirge,- as the Speech ef the MiMfier* 
It has regularly, at the beginning of cvcly 
fefllon of parliament, been refetred by 
bdth houfeS to the conflderatioh of a com- 
mittee, and has been generally canvafled 
with the utmoft freedom, when the mirii-r 
ftef of the crown has beeii obnoxious to th6 
nation. The minifters of this free coun-, 
try, confcious of the undoubted privileges 
of fo Ipirited a people, and with the ter- 
rors of parliament before their eyes, have 
ever been cautious, no lefs with regard to 
the matter, than to the expreflioris, of 
fpeeches^ which they have advifed the fo- 
vereign to make from the throne^ at the 
opening of each feflion- They well knew 
that an honeft houfe of parliament, true 
to their truft, could not fail to detedl the 
fallacious arts, or to remonftrate againft" 
the daring a6ts of violence, committed ^ 
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any miniftef . Th€ Speech at the clofe of 
the feflion has eVer been cOnfidered aS the 
moft fecure method, of promulgating the 
favourite court creed aitiong the vulgar ; 
becauf^ the parliament, which is the con - . 
ftitutional guardian of the liberties of the 
people, has in this cafe no opportunity of 
remonftrating, or of impeaching any wick- 
ed fervant of the crown. 

This week has given the public the 
moft abandoned inftance of minifterial ef- 
frontery ever attempted to be impofed on 
mankind. The minifter's fpeecb of lafl> 
^uefday, is not to be paralleled in the ari-< 
hals of this country. I am in doubtj whe- 
ther the impofitidn is greater on the fove- 
reign, or on the nation* Every friend of 
bis country muft lament that a prince of 
fo many great and amiable qualities^ whom 
England truly reveres, can be brought to 
give the fan£tion of his facred name to the 
moft odious meafures, and to the moft 
unjuftifiable, public declarations^ from a 
throne ever renowned for truth, honour, 
and unfuUied virtue. I am fijrc^ all ^ 

P 
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ffe%he]f^, efpeci^Uy the king of Pnii&i^ 
WiU hold the miniflaer in contempt and ab- 
hotrence. He has made oiir fovefcign de- 
clare, My exptBatimi have ban fvJfy mm- 
fwrti h f^f ^W ^ff^^ wbkh tbefeverai 
MlSis of mf crp^n have dmvidfram tirisjk- 
bikny mrafun of the Defuutive Treatjr. 
Tbe pmtrs «l tcMr with my g^od irdbcr^ 
the king of Pruffia^ have b$M induced ta 
Mffrec tofufb toons of aicommodatiM, as ibat 
groat princo b^s appronied ; omd ibe fiiccefa 
tMti has 4tUnded my mgodation^ bos nt- 
affkriif and immodiatofy diffiifed tb4 hl^fings 
ofpea£i tirongb tuory part of Etmopi^ The 
iofampua UOAocj of this whole fenteoce ia 
apparent to aU mankind : fi>r it is km>wi) 
tiiaj: the king of Pru0ia did not barejy ^ 
^4fVo^ but ab^utely dUiaUd, a^ con- 
queror^ eveiry article of the term^ of peaoe. 
No ^vantage of any kind has teemed tq 
^t m^glQWiinous pringe from our mgoiior 
0ony but \m was bafely defened by the 

ikottifi^ pri^ne-minifter of Engfand- H^ 
ytM known by every ccujrt in Europe, to 
{ml lUrpsly on b«cte^ i(^?mg of fnHiid|iip 
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hire^ than at yiennm % and tie was ti^iray^ 
ed by us in the MMy ^fpeiu. What a 
ftrain of infoleiice^ therefore, \t it in a 
miniftjcr to ky claim to what he ifi confci- 
ous d! hii tfi^^ei tended to prevent, and 
hieanly to ai'rogate to himfelf a fhare in 
the fame and glory of one of the g^atefl 
princes the irorld has ever feen ? The Iting 
of Prafia^ howeverj has glorioufly kept 
ail hid former cvnqutfis^ and ftipulated fe- 
curity for all his allies, eren for die ekSi^ 
ef Hanover. I know in what light this 
great prince is confidered in Europe, and 
in what manner he has been treated here j 
among other reafons, perhaps, fromfome 
contemptuous ejq>reflions he may hav< 
u(ed of the Sc$t : eiq>refllon8 which are 
every day ecchoed by the whole body of 
EngUJhfHin through the jbuthem part of 
this ifland* 

The PnUmifkiry ArticUi of Peaei were 
iuch as have drawn the contempt of man^ 
kmd on our wretched negociators. All 
our moft valuaUe eonquefts werc agreed to 
be reftoi^d, ind tin E^ InMd cMfany 

P a 
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would have been infallibly ruined by a 

jingle article of this fallacious and baneful 

negociation. Novhireling of theminifter 

has been hardy enough to diipute this i 

yet the minifter himfelf has made our io* 

vereign declare, the fatisfallion which be 

feh at the approaching re-efiablijbment . cf 

peace upon conditions fo honourable to ins 

erownj andfo beneficial to his people. As 

to the entire approbation of . parlian^ent, 

which is fo vainly boafted of, the world 

knows how that was obtained. ^ The large 

debt on the Civil Lift j already above half 

a year in arrear, fhews pretty clearly the 

tranfadtions of the winter. It is, however, 

remarkable, that the minifter's Ipeech 

dwells on the entire approbation given by 

parliament to the Preliminary JrticleiSj 

which I will venture to fay, he muft by 

this time be afliamed of; for he ha3 been 

brought to confefs the total want of that 

knowledge, accuracy and precifion, by 

which fuch immenfe advantages both of 

trade and territory, were facrificed to our 

inveterate enemies. Thefe grois blunders 
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are, indeed, in foihe meafurc fct right by 
the Difinitive Treaty \ yet, the moft im- 
portant articles, relative to ceffionsy com- 
tnerce^ and the Fishery, remain as they 
were, with refpeft to the French. The 
proud and feeble Spaniard too does not 
RENOUNCE, but Only DESISTS from allpre^ 
tenjtons^ which he may have formed^ to the 
right of Fj^m^— where ? only about the 
ijland of Newfoundland — till a favour- 
able opportunity arifes of injtfting on it, 
there^ as well as elfewhere. 
' The minifter cannot forbear, even in 
the King*s Speech^ infuking us with a dull 
repetition of the.word ceconomy. I did not 
expeft fo foon to have feen that word 
again, after it had been fo lately exploded* 
and more than once, by a moft numerous 
audience, hiffed off the ftage of our Eng'- 
lifh theatres. It is held in derifion by the 
voice of the people^ and every tongue loudly 
proclaims the univerfal contempt, in which 
thefe empty profeflions arc held by thi$ 
nation. Let the public be informed of a 
fmgle inftance of csconowyy except indeed 
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in the houftiold ? Is a regimtfity which 
was completed as to its complimmt of <^- 
ficers on the Tuefi^^ and broke on the 
TbMrfdaj/j a prooif of s^^mftf f Is the pajr 
of the StOti/h Mafter EB^t to be voted by 
ail Ewghjb parUament, under the head oS 
^^norny ^ h this, among a thoufand other^ 
one of the conviocing proofs of a jStm rt^. 
folutim ti) form gwemment m a flan ^ 
flriS aconomgf ? Is k not notorious^ that in 
tthe fedo£tk)n of the army, not tke feaft at- 
tention has been paid to it, Maay unM^ 
cefliry €s;pence« have been incwre4 only 
|o encreafe the po^eir of the crow^ th^ 
is to ciit^te more lucrative jpbs for the 
f reatures of the minifter ? The ftt^ i«-» 
deed, is broke, but the di&evniqg part of 
mmk^ imoaediaitely eomprehended the 
tae^ fg^bterfii^, and refeMed the veA^ 
tiky put upon fo brave an ofHcer^ m mar^ 
jbal Isomer. That ftep w^s taken to^ 
give the wh^k po^ir of the army to tlicr 
crown, thatis^ to the^miften LordL^ 
g(mi4r u now no longer at the head of the 
Unnyi ^ lord jbf^ fli ^^ is : I meai^ 
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^tat tvciy preferment giveit by the croarn 
tvtU be found ftill to be obtained by bi$ 
enormous influence, and to be bellowed 
^nly on the creatures of the Scottyh faftioni 
The nation is ftill in the fame deplorable, 
ilate, while f&^ governs, and can make the 
tools of his power purfue the fame odiout< 
meafures. Such a tetfeat^ as he i^tend^ 
can only mean that perfond indemnity^ 
which, I hope, guilt will never find from 
an injui^d nation. The negodations of 
the late inglorious peace^ txid the exdfe^ 
will haunt him, wherever he goes, and the 
terrors of thfe juft cefentment, which he 
rnoft be to meet from a brave and infuked 
people, and which muft finally crylh hin^ 
will be for ever before his eyes. 

In vain will fuch a minifter, or fke fold 
dregs of bis power, the tools of coftuption* 
and de^otifnl, preach up in fbejpmb tha^ . 
Jpirit cf ccnc9rdy and thai obedience to the 
hwsjwbicb is ifentiai to good order. They . 
have fent tht Jfirit of di/cord through the 
land, and I will prophecy, that it wi]) , 
jievef be extlnguifhed, but by the exdncr 
^n of dicir Wwer. Is ^Jfirit of^on^^ 

P 4 ^ 
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i&rd to ffy hand in hand with die PEjkdk 
and £xcis£ through this nation? Is it to. 
be cxpefted between an infolent Excise- 
man, and ^peer^ gentleman^ freeboldery or. 
farmer^ whofe private houfes are now made 
liahlp to be entered and fearched at ple^- 
fure ? Gkucefterjhirey Hertfordftxire^ and in 
general all the cyder counties, are not 
furely the federal counties^ which are al- 
luded to in the fpeech. The fpirit of con-- 
'€ord has not gone forth among them -, but 
the fpirit of liberty has, and a noble oppo-r 
fition has been given to the wicked inftru-r 
ments of oppreffion, A nation as fenfible 

as the E,nglijh^ will fee that a fpirit of con- 
cord J when they are oppreffcd, means a tame 
fubmiflion.to injury, and th2i,tfpiriP of li-. 
^^/y ought then to arife, and I am fare 
ever will, in proportion to the weight of the 
grievance they feel. Every legal attempt of 
a contrary tendency to the fpirit of concord 
will be deemed a juftifiable refiftance, war- 
ranted by the fpirit of the Englifh conftitu-, 
tion. . 

. A defpotic minifter will always cndca- 
Y9W to dazzle his prince with high-flowq 
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-ideas of xhc prerogative and honour of the 
crowfiy which the minifteF will make a pa«- 
rade of firmly maintaining. I wifli as much 
as any man in the kingdom tb fee the ho- 
nour of the crown maintained in a' manner 
truly becoming Royalty. I lament to fee 
it funk even to proftitution. What a fhamc 
was it to fee the fecurity of this country; 
in point of military force, complimented 
eway, contrary tb the opinion of Royalty 
itfelf, and facrificed to the prejudices and 
to the ignorance of a fet of people, the 
tnoft unfit from every confideration to be 
eonfultcd on a matter relative to the fecu- 
rity of the houfe of Hanover ? I wifh to fee 
ihe honour of the crown religioufly affertcd 
with regard to our allies, and the dignity 
of it fcrupuloufly maintained with regard 
to foreign princes. Is it poffible fuch ah 
indignity can have happened, fiKh a fa- 
crifice of the honour of the crown of Eng- 
landj as that a minifter fhould already 
have kifled his majefty's hand on being 
appointed to the moft infolent and un* 
grateful court in the world, without a pi:^- 
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viotts aflurancc of that tcci^^cocainoinm^ 
tion which the meaneft court in Europe 
vould infift upon^ before flie proceeded 
to an aft otherwife fo derogatory te her 
tionour ? But EleSloral PoUcy has ever 
been obfequious to the court oSVUnnay and 
fi>rgets the infolence with which cmkt Coir 
loredo left England. Upon a principle of 
Mgnity and (economy^ lord Stormmty a Scot- 
iijh peer of the loyal houfe of Murr4^^ 
kiiTed his majefty's hand, I think, on Wed- 
neiday in the Eafitr week ^ but this igno- 
sninious a£t has not yet diigraced the tat- 
tion in the London Gazeite. The miniitry 
are not afhamed of doing the thing in pri- 
vate; they are only afraid of- the pGbliw 
cation. Was it a tender regard for the^ 
imour of the late king, or of bis prefent 
majei^y, that invited to couit lord GidrgM 
SackviUe^ in tbefe fitji days of Peace^ to 
Ihare in the gpneral fatisfa&ion^ which aU 
£Ood courtiers received in the indignkf 
<affi?red to Lord Ugmkr^ sUid on the ad* 
vancement of Wa^this tofhev; 

frimeif gra^tadc to the cmtnoit ferviccy 
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of the accomplifhed geneivl <^ the hmife 
afJBmnJwic^ who has h«d 9y great z fluvr 
in refcuing£«r#^^ from tb^yoke of FroMce \ 
and whofe nephew we hope fix>n to fee 
nviide happy in the poflelTion of the mdK 
amiable princeis in the world i Or, is it 
meant to aflert the banmr of the crcwn only 
againft the united wiihes of a loyal and af- 
fectionate people, founded in a happy ex- 
perience of the talents, ability, integrity, 
and virtue of thofc, who have had the 
glory of redeeming their country from 
bondasre and ruin, in order to fupport, by 
cvtiy trt of corruption and intimidation/a 

weak, cHsjointed, incapable fet of I 

vill call them any thing but minifiers — ^by 
whom the Favourite ilill meditates to rule 
this kingdom with a rod of iron. 

The ^uart line has ever been intoxi- 
cated with the flavifh dodtrines of the ab- 
folutey indefMdenty unlimiied power of the 
crown. Some of that line were {o weakly 
advifed, as to endeavour to reduce them 
into praflnce : but the EngJ^ nadon was 
400 ipirited to fuffer the kaft eiicroachment 
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6n the ancient liberties of this kiirgdom. 
The king of England is only the firft ma- 
giftrate of this country ; but is inveftcd 
by law with the whole executive power. 
He is, however, rclponfible to his people 
for the due execution of the royal func- 
tions, in the choice of minifters, fcff. equally 
with the meaneft of his fubjefts in his 
particular duty. The perfonal character 
of our prefent amiable fovereign makes Us 
cafy and happy that fo great a power is 
lodged in fuch hands j but the favourite 
has given too juft caufe for him to efcape 
the general odium. The pr^xogative of 

the crown is to exert the conftitutional 
powers cntrufted to it in a way, not of 
blind favour and partiality, but of wifdom 
and judgment. This is the fpirit of our 
conftitution. The people too have their 
prerogative^ . and, I hope, the fine words 
of Dryden will be engraven on our 
hearts, 

J^'reedom is the Englifi fuhjeS^s Pre* 
rogative. 
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TothcNORTH BRITON. 

SIR, 

Pleafe to ftatc the following fa6t, which is 
of a nature almoil entirety new, and I 
will foon trouble you with my obferva- 
tions on ib remarkable a proceeding. * 

i. S. 

By the Right Honourable Welbore ElliSy 
His Majeftfs Secretary at War. 

HAVING received His Majeft/s com- 
mands, do hereby difcharge Anthony 
Nichols, a private man, from the CoU- 
fir earn regiment of foot-guards, command- 
ed by general James lord TYRAWLEy,from 
any further fervice in the faid regiment. 
Given under my hand and feal, at the 
War-Office, this 26th day of 

March 1763. 

W. ELLIS. 

To all His Majcfty*s officers, civil and 
military, whom it may concern. 

By the Articles of War, Se6t. 3, 
Art. 2. After a non-commiffioned officer, 
or foldier, Ihall have been duly enlifted. 
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and fworn, he fliall not be difmiiled our 
fendce^ virtthout a diichti^ in wiitMg ; 
and no difcharge granted to him ihidl be 
aUoiived ^f at fufficiem, vdiich is not £^ned 
by fk Field-Officer of the Regiment into 
which he wi$ enlifted} or coounanding 
officer^ where no Field-Officer of the re- 
giment is in Great Briddn« 

^uare. Is the Secretary ut War a Field- 
Officer? or what Officer is he ? 

I am, ^c. 
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Obfervations on die papers relative to the 
Rupture with Spain, laid before both 
Houfes of Parliament, on Friday thQ 
29th d^y qf January^ 1762^ by his Ma- 
jefty's command, in a letter from John 
Wilkes, Efqj late Member for Aylet 
1rory» tQ a iriend in the country^ 

BeUim cunt Iberia ? Hor. 

Dear Sir, March 9, 1 7^2. 

I MUCH regret that it is not yet in 
my power folly to gratify the curiofity 
you exprds of feeing ail the fapers relative: 
to the ruftifrewitb Spain. The fubje^t is 
fi> v^ry interefting, that I am not furprized 
at yovr impatience.. My concern is, that 
ibmach is withheld from the pubHc, and 
that a.pedbn^ uninformed as I am, cannot 
pretend wkh ckamefsto unravel the thread 
of a negociatign, defignedly kept intricate 
tSiA emharraffed. I fear you will find 
Jc^mie. things rather obfcure \ . but I will enr 
d«avour t^ pour ^ th» li^ I can cm the 
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fubjed> and to difltpace every cloud of 
obfcurity which is meant to coverit. Had 
the public been gratified with a light of 
die memorials and papers relating to the 
demand of liberty to the Spanijh nation to 
fifh on the Banks oi Newfoundland (a mat- 
ter held /acred * ) and to the other claimis, 

* Tou nvillsLffin om this oceafion let M« Wall ck^irfy 
wuUrftandf That this is a matter held /acred ; and that 
MO concejfion OH the pdrt tfhis Majeftyy fo defiru3i<ue f 
this true and capital intereft of Great Britatn, nuill he 
jidded to Spain, houLCuer abetted and/upported. Mr. 
Pitt's lettert p. 3. fFith regard to the Newfoundland 
fijhery^ M. Wall ar^/"//. What had principally given of- 
fence here as to that' article f njoas my being Jo frequent fy 
ordered to declare f and the Conde de Fuentes ha^i/ing 
been as often told, that England lijould nennr hear of 
that inadmiffible pretenfion. Lord firiftol's letter to tbi 
EarlofE^remontf Dec. 6. 1 761. p. 53. 

The declaration of the Connt de Fuentes, that Mr. 
Pitt*s ordinary and laft anfwer was, '* That he woold 
not relax in any things till the Tower of London was 
taken fword in hand/* p. 45. is undoubtedly a grois 
xnifreprefentation. That exprefSbn mull' have been 
confined to the Spanilh claim offijhing on the Banks of 
'Newfoundland I for it is apparent from xJixtkpapert 
that Mr. Pitt was ready to make greater conceifiona^ 
to preferve the friend (hip of S fain, than any former 
minifter had ventured to oii-er ; witnefs the para- 
graph in Lord BriftoPt letter of Juguji 31, p: 8« 
Lafily^ concerning the d'Jputes about the coafi ^Hon^ 
duras, / could add nothing to the repeated declarations l 
had made in the Kihg^s name, of thefafisfa^im ^witi 
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equally urijuft,* made by the Count de 
FuenteSy which were moved for in the 
Houfe of Commons on the 1 1 th of De- 
cember\sL% we might, with a tolerable de- 
gree of accuracy, have known fomething 
more of the merits of the prefent quarrel 
with Spain. Not one of thefe appears, nor 
have we any paper or memorial from Spain 
(pot even that delivered to Lord Bnftol in 
January laft*) nor any anfwerofthe.Court 
of. England^ fmce the acceffion of his pre- 
fent Catholic Majefty (important as that 

injhich his Majefty <would receive aw^ juft overture from 
Spain (upon condition ihat France tvas not to be the 
channel of that con^u^anee) for terminating amicably^ 
and to mutual fatisfa^iony every reafonable complaint 04 
this matter^ by propofing fome equitable t egulation for fe^ 
curing to us the long-enjoyed fi ivilege of cutting logioood 
(an indulgence confirmed by treaty y and ofcourfe autho- 
rized- in the moft facred manner) ; nor cduld J give 
Jironge'r ajjurances than the pafi^ of his Majeftf^fteady 
purpofe to caufe all efiablijhments on the log<wcod ccajlsy 
contrary to the territorial jurifdiSion ^ Spain, to be t ^- 

moved, 

/• 

• Tet ivhen theftile of General Wall's enclofed pdptr 
is compared vnth that vjbich <was given to me laft Ja- 
nuary, / hope it vnll appear there is lefs ptevijbnefs at 
prefent here than vohat. was fo ftrongly exhibited fome 
Months ago ^ p. 1 1* 
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^ic3d nmft nataralty fean to be) th t&c 

laft Autumn, In vatii have I wilbcd for 

tht famoias memorise wMcb d^ Cotnt g£ 

Spain returned att inedmifllUe, thai Irn^lkc 

hare compared ic with M« d^Bu/^k ^ ftn€Xf 

the lace minifterpubfiely declared thaf-wi^ 

die precedent he fotlewed with refpeft t^ 

the memorial oi&pamJI^2Siir% given ifi bjr 

France.. It is undoubtedly of much con- 

feqnence to knowbQtk the ntaUer and Ge^ 

preffi^n^ of tfiat memorial returned bjr 

5^/V, as k might probably rcfete to ofie 

of the three points in negociation, prizes^ 

logwoods Grxk^ffi>ery. la^be.preientcolr 

feftion ( whkh was kid bdbrc both Houfes 

of Parliament on the 29th ^ Januoiy^hfat 

not printed and delivered to the members 

till the 12 th oCFekruury) there is not ai* 
fine pre vious^ to the memorial delivered to 
Mr. Secretary PUtyhy M. di Buj^ July zj^ 

* 

1 76 1 ;. nor is there any intelligence frotn 
Parisy where the Family Comp^ of the 
Houfe of Marion was negociaced and 
Sgmdhf Grimaldij and where^ itisfeid, 
the meafures to be taken againft, J^cr4:iijpdl 
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vrcre concerted. Ah extr act. of oftc let* 
ter drily of Mr. Pi//*s is inferted, which is 
dated July 28, the anfwer to which is re- 
ceived Septeifibet 11. Not a fy liable after 
that period from this Court to Lord Brif- 
iolj till the 28 th of 03ober^ when Lord 
Egrenim$ declares? he opens his correfpon^ 
dencci p. 20*. It is indeed very aftonifh- 
ing, and gives no great idea of the vigi- 
lance OF attention of adminiftration, that 
while affairs were fo critical between the 
two nations, no diredlions for the conduft 
of Lord Brijid were fent to Madrid during 
fo lortg a period -f-. But can it be imagined 

* How can this be the trath, when Lord Brifiol 
writes, November 16, 1761. The mejjinger Ardomn^ 
delin)ered to me on the i oth infiaitty at the^ Efcarial, the 
honout of pur hardjhif^s dtffatches of the z%thpaftf 
*with the Jeveral inclofu^es therein referred to ; and hy 
the iaft poji I iLECEivED your, letter, of thk 
20th up THE SAME MONTH, in 'which jour Lordjbi^ 
informed me^ that all mine to the 2^fi of September, 
bad Been regula-ly laid before his Majefty^ V' Z^- ^ 
/iippoie the public could not be trufted with all that 
letter. 

t How is this to be reconciled to the declaration 
of Lord EgrerHotay Mr. Pitf% focceflbr, that the new 
miniilry will avotd every foffible imputation ofindecifton 
er indolence, which ignorant prejudice might fugge0 . 
p. 23. 

CL2 
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that fo acute, fo well-informed a minifter 
as Mr. Stanly certainly was, ihould not 
tranfmit frpm Paris any intelligence of that 
moft alarming treaty, which was nego- 
dating all the fummer zx Paris ? It appears, 
by the accounts publilhed by the French 
Court, that the Family Compact was figned 
at Verfailles the 1 5th of Juguft^ and rati- 
fied the 8th o{ September. Lord Temple, 
in a great aflembly, did declare that in- 
telligence of the higheft moment relative 
to thefe matters was tranfmitted to this 
Court before the advice in writing, dated 
the 18 th of September^ which Occafioned 
certain refignations. Nothing of this kind 
is publiflied in the papers relative to the 
rupture with Spain, though undoubtedly 
intelligence conftitutes a moft material part 
of thofe papers. If we have not the (atis- 
faftion of judging for ourfelves from the 
whole of a cafe, I will do the late minifter 
the juftice to fay, that it cannot be • im- 
puted to him. He prefled with honeft 
zeal the laying before the public every 
paper relative to the fix years negoda- 
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tioH * with Spain^ that the juftice and can^ 
dour of the crown of England on the one 
hand, and the chicanery, infolence, and per- 
fidy of Spain on the other, might be appa- 
rent to all the world : But this was refufed 5 
for had it been granted, all the atrocious ca- 
lumnies fo induftrioufly circulated, of his 
averfion to peace, and his endeavours to 
perpetuate and encreafe the war, had been 
laid open to mankind, and the authors of 
them held in juft abhorrence. I own the 
appeal to fo much written evidence, fpoke. 
to me the ftrongeft language of confcious 
integrity, and I was charmed with an ex- 
ample, which I am fure Mr. Pitt did not 
draw from any of his predeceiffbrs in this 
country. — They have ever fought, like 
Mr. Pitt's fucceflbrs, to cover and conceal, 
or at leaft to perplex ; he wiflies to lay 
open and reveal to the unerring public, 
both the motives andaftions of every part 

* I (hould be pardcularjy curious, for certain rea- 

fon£, to/ee in what manner, and to what extent, 

the Spanijh Court haJ been Jlattereiiby that ^'London, 

nvith an impartial difcuffton of their difputes^ from tht 

year 1754, before Mr. Fitt accepted tbc fcals, /. 55, 

0.3 
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c^ his gdminiftration. — A retro^6l: car<- 
rics no terrors but to the gviUty^—to aoi 
upright minifter it muft give the tru^ la- 
tisfadion — to the public that convidjon^ 
it ha^ in many cafes a right to exp^^* 

I was not a little furprifed, and I own 
greatly concerned at th^ alarm you men- 
tion, fpread every where in your p^rt% 
of the melancholy and ruined ftate oi our 
country, and the neceffity we were under 
of accepting almoft ^ny peace. The French^ 
Lord Brijiol fays, have ncvtr difcontim^d 
affuring the Spaniards ofmr keing exbin^jtei 
hy theprefent long and e^cf^nfive war^ p. 29 : 
and tliey may add that wc h^e thoif 
ftnwng us (but, happily for this 94(ionj» 
they arc few, and th^ir credit bi^ finaUjI 
who repine at our fucceflic«, and declare 
they weep over our viiBories. Thb i$ the 
true pifture of that moft malig;A^t and 
infernal fiend, envy, fo w^Jl diefcribe4 by 
by Ovid ; 

Vixque tenei lacrymfs^ quia nUkcrymaUk 
cemit. 



< ^30 
And a Uttk before Jtic mentions yflssf, 
Tankled tt the heart -, 
, Sed "videf ingratps^ iwiaSiefcitque videndif 

8 doubt not thefe men do very fincerrfyla- 
nvenit the fucceffes €ven of their own coim- 
fry ; foif I well i^emember the ftvourite 
language they held a few years ago, " Give 
**' the new minifter the reigns — he is equally 
^* ixTipra&icabfe a$ impdtuous-^in a very 
'*' Ihort time he muft aFjnihilate his prefent , 
^ credit with the public, from the failure 
^^ of every fcheme he adopts.'* Now Hea- 
ven has given fuch glorious fuccefs to up* 
right intentions, and well-digefted * plans, 
while the reft of theif coimtrymen are con- 
gratulating each other on all our noble 
<x>nquefts and real ac(jui^ions of ftren^th, 

* In Enrc^i Cheriourg^ 3tid BeUe-Ifk ; in JJa, 
Pondicherry ; in Jfrica^ Senegaiy and Goree ; in Ame^ 
ritOj Beau Sejour, Lcmjbourg^ Fort du ^uefnef now 
Fitifiurgt Guadmluftf Sec, Niagara^ Ticonderoga, 
CrotAjn Pointy ^tfeiec, Montrtal^ Dominico^ and, tt> 
crown the whole, we may hope Martinico, Let me 
add the aonihiUtton of the Frtnth marine and com* 
^erce. All during Mr- /V//'s tniniftry. 

0.4 
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- thefe men, as well as our declared enemies^ 
are found in forrow and tears. How pre- 
poft'eirous is fuch a'conduft ? Yet did not 
fome of thefe very men execrate thofe as 
traitors to their country, who were not 
fired with rapture at the viftory of Cullo- 
den? a viftory as juftly dear to every 
friend of liberty as any our annals can 
boaft. 

But let us on the other hand exult, and 
rejoice to fee how greatly this country now 
figures in the unprejudiced judgment of 
foreigners, even of our enemies. The 
prime minifter of Spain tells Lord Briftok 
That the Court of London was in the mojl 
flotirijhing and mofi exalted Jituation it had 
ever known^ occaftoned hy the greatefi feries 
ofprofperities that anyftngk nation had ever 
'met with^ p. lo. Can we wonder after 
this, that fo much abufe, fuch grbfs fcur- 
rility, on Mv! Pitt^ appears in Fuentes's 
papers ? Is it not the higheft panegyric ? 
I am perfuaded, had the direction of the 
Britijh counfels been fuffered to continue 
in the fame hands, the name of Pitt had 
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foon Been as much dreaded at Madrid as 
it is at Paris, or as it is dear to his grate- 
ful countrymen. I Ipeak with the honeft 
warmth and pride of an Englijhman, who 
really feels with his fovereign tht great and 
important fervtces * of Mr. Pitt, and glories 
in feeing his country recovered from the 
moft abjeft ftate of defpair to fuch a pitch 
of grandeur and importance, as to hold 
the firft rank among the powers oi Europe: 
The other report you mention, that 
the late minifter courted a war with Spaing 
will receive as full a cbnflitation from thefe 
papers. I Ihall, from among many, pro- 
duce only two paflages, but too exprefe 
to admit the leaft fhadow of a doubt. 
The firft is from the conclufion of the 
EXTRACT of the only letter we have of Mr. 
Pittas in this garbled coUedion. After 
the infolent memorial of France relative to 
Spain was delivered here by M. de Bujfy, 
little Jh or t of a declaration of a war in re- 
verjion, and that not at a diftance, Mr. Pitt 
'writes to Lord Briftol, In cafe, upon enter- 

* Vide London Gazette oi 0^. lO^ 1761. 
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inginto rtmonfiranu on ibis affair^ yvufluM 
perceive a dijpopion in M. Wall to explain 
away and dif avow the authorization o/^Spsm 
to this offen/he tran/aition of France, and 

TO COME TO CATEGORICAL AND SATI5F AC- 
TORV DECLARATIOKS RELATIVELY TO THE 
yiNAL INTENTIONS OF SPAIN, yOUT JSxC^U 

lency will^ with readinefs andyour ufuaL ad- 
drefsy^ adapt yourf elf to fo dejirahlea circtMn-- 
fiance^ and will open to the Court of Madrid 
as bandfome a retreat as may be^ in cafe you 
perceive from the Spanifh minifter that tb^ 
Jincerely wijh to find one^ and to remove^ hy 
an EFFECTUAL SATISFACTION, the Unfavou- 
rable impriffions which this memorial cf 
France has juftly and unavoidably made on 
the mind of his Majefiy^ p. 3, 4. Is this 
the language of a nnnifter who courts a 
war ? Is it not the reverfe ? Does he not 
honeftly point out the. means of avoiding a 
war^ yet with the dignity and fpirit becom- 
ing a great power, which did not tremble 
at the haughty menaces of the Spaniard ? 
Thf other paiTage contains the lefti- 
mony of the Earl of Egremont : M* Wall 
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9nufi bimfelf kimp tbct there has been apar^ 

ticular S/Mcucy obferved^ in concerting our 

plans for miliiary operations ^ to avoid carry'* 

ifig bojftilities towards objeifSj which might 

gii}^ the k^jeidoufy or umbrage to the Court 

of Spftifl ; md therefore bis Majefty can only 

coi^der fucb unjuji Juggejiions and groundlefs 

fufpickns^ as defiitute of probability as of 

fraofy as a mere pretext^ in cafe that^ dm-- 

irary to all good faiths and the moft fokmfi 

repeated prof^ons of friendly intentions^ the 

Court 4)f Spain fh<Hiid hanse meditated or re^ 

folv4d on bounties againfi England, p. 3 1 ^. 

I think it s^^ars to demonftration^ 

even from thefe papers^ that before the firft 

overtures oi France for the particular peace 

with England^ Spain had refolved, at a 

proper tiinet to take an efficient and openly 

hoftile part againft us. M. de Buffyy in 

th^ memorial relative to Spain^ fo early as 

Juiy 23, taHcs ^/the engagement Sy which the 

i/H and the other Court may have taken prior 

to their reconciliation^ p. 4.. Mr. Pitfs 

* M, Wall owned f hona cautious *we had been in 
mtoid attackin* theje fofiffions belonging to our enemies^ 
which had any connexion *with the Sf aniib territory* 
Loud Brift^t letttfi p. 63. 
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letter of July 28, declares, ube I>uke di 
Choifeul avows the engagements with Spain, 
concerning our difputes with that craivn^ to 
have been takenhefore the first overtures 
^ France /(?r the particular peace %vith Eng- 
land. The firft overtures were dated the 
26th of March J 1761*. Lord Briftol^ 
Aug. 3 1 , gives an account of the conver- 
fation he had with General Wall^ in which 
M. fFalLdcchred, that M. Bujjys memorial 
was verbatim what had beenfent by order of 
the Catholic King to Verfailles, p. 6. -f- In 
the fame letter, p. 1 1 . The firong avowal, 
of a tnoft intimate cordiality between Spain 

♦ Vide Memoire Hijioriquey Sec. publifhed by the 
Court of Fra/fce, 

t In the paper of the 28th of Jugufi, ^ain, with 
her ufual perfidy repeated in an/'wer^ that fhe only 
CONSENTED that V T nxiQt Jhotdd take this flip. p. i^," 
This is of a piece with her veracity, when Ihe fays, ' 
From a frejh proof of his pacific fpirit^ the King of 
Spain 'wrote to fhe King of France, his coufin^ that if 
the union of inter eft ^ in any manner retarded the peace 
nuith England, he consb n te d to feparate himfelffrm 
it, not to put ANY OBSTAChB to Jo great a haffine/s,, 
p. 46. It is notorious in France, that every ciftack 
'pojjihle was put to it by the Spanifl? miniftcr, in con- 
junftion with the imperial^ at Paris,, and in/rcaiity 
Spain only wiihed not to be reputed ^« impediment 
to the conclufiori cfa peace bet^ween England tfW France, 
p. ^5. * Another proof of her veracity may be fecft 
in p. 44. of this pamphlet. 
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' mnd France contained in this laft produSlion 

. of the S^2LmQif€cretary of fiat e has hurt me. 
This produftion was the famous memorial 
of the 28th of Auguft^ which (with Lord 
BriftoFs letter of the 31ft, and an enclo- 

Ibte) . was the laft paper Mr. Pitt ever 
, received from the Court of Spain^ as ap- 
pears from the date of his refignation, 
O Sober 5. The memorial which M. de 
BixSyprefented to Mr. Pitty isafiep^ which 
his Catholic Majefty will not deny has been 
taken with his full confent, approbation^ and 
pleafure. Paper delivered to the Earl of 
Brifiolj p. 13. which next holds out mu- 
tual affiftance^ as their union^ friendfhip^ 
and relationfhip require : then proceeds to 
a menacing parallel, It being grounded upon 
this^ that if England faw that France at-, 
tacked the dominions of SpBin^ particularly in 
America, fhe would run immediately to her 
defence for her own conveniency^ as well as 
hecaufefhe bady equally with France, gua- 
rantied them : and concludes with a fimile 
of obliging delicacy betwixt crowned heads, 
with regard to our eftabhfhment on the 
logwood coaft. Hard proceedings certainly^^ 
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for cm to cmftfs that be is gem inta the houfi 

of another J to take away his Jewels^ and tofay^ 
" I will go out again J iut jirft you Jhall en- 
*' i^^ ^^ &^'^^ ^"^ Wi6tf/ / went to take.''* 
Bo much for becoming ofohgie^ * I p^ 1 6, 
There is the great^ harmony befmeen tht 
two Courts (France and Spain) p. 14. 
Particular^ fince the King (of Spiiin) /ertt 
your Excellency (the Coride de Fuefites) to 
that Court J (of London) frying the incofi- 
teftibk grounds (^ our complaints and jufi 
€4sres, and repeating that without fafisfying 
tbemy it is impoffibk tofi» the good e&tfef- 
fmtdmce of the ttt^ monarebiesy nor the 
friendfibip of the two mmarehsi p. 59. The 
memorial itfelf prefenfed by M. de Bnfff\ 
July 2^^ which wa^ iFerbatim feht from 
Spain J threatens a n&m war in "Eutopcand 
America, if the differences of Spain w//A 
England e^e not adjufied^ of which^ the 
French King fays, hefoaUbe oMigedtopar^ 
takcy p. 4. And in p» 39. Gencrd Waii 
fiiys. What other difcuffion (f the nktiter of 

• This paper is (tiled by Spatrt^ a Metnof lal, p. 40, 
and couteins thoie becoming apakgiesf on the part dr 
th« Catholic Court> mentioned in the Eneii/h declara^ 
tion of war. Aptlogks equally Becoming and con^vincingt 



( 259 ) 
#jO^ Sfi^es^ ihan what has hen agifand^ 
during fo hng a nig&iiation ^ what ofbir ex- 
pedients can be found fa fave the beniur and 
dignity iff the two Kings j that have not been 
pff^ofedandexhaufiid in a cmtefi of fix years ^ 
And again, p. 40. An^ociationfofhongfy 
difcuffed thatt it has been reduced during 
yow emba^ (Count de Fuentes^s) to thelafi 
Xes^ w to the la^ No. la p. 60^ Jf^hai^ 
greater difcuffion^ upon the paints of our dif-- 
putesy can be made than that which has heem 
in fo long a negociation f What expedients 
ci0» b4 fallen upon now to Jave the honour of 
the two Kings J which in arguments and dif* 
putes of fix years barae not occurred ? Lord 
Brifioly Nov. 2, writes,, / have lono ob- 
ferved thejealoufy of Spain at the Britiihi 
gonquefts*, and am new convinced^ that tbM 
£0ifcioufnefs of this couMrfs naval inferior 
rity has occafioned the -f soothing deciia- 

* It fs importaTit to \irtwf in what tcrmj, aftd at 
what time, Spain firf^ mainM^d ^\9 jedlmrfy ; ^ 
«I(b in what terms, and at wiiat time, fhe renevtred 
\<etfiaU and inadmiJJHfh clam f9 thtjipery^ nvhieh^ Wf , 
Wall fays, aS L^rd Frifiors infiraffima hadrmt u-de^ 
tfar9 thnrckumu/ Be, p* 27. 

t in the London Gazette of Saturday^ OGther io» 
vi^Xy, which firii announced Mr. 1?it^% rsiignation*. 
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RATION, fo repeatedly made^ of a defire t§ 
maintain harmorty and friendjhip with Eng- 
land, p. 29. 

(the notice of which was pnrpofely omitted the pre- 
ceding Tuefiay, for reaibns I will not now enter into) 
u an article dated Madrid^ September 4, ^ re/tort 
having been lately fpread here., upon the arrv-val of the 
laft letters from France, as if there njjos reafon fo ap- 
prehtnd an immediate rupture betvaeen our Ccuft and 
that o/'Great Britain ; ixje underfiandy that the Spani/h 
minifitrs<, in a eonverfation ivhich they had lafefy %uith 
ijhe Earl of Br\^o\, Embaffador Extraordinary from his 
Britannic Af^>/?y, exprejfed their concern thereat^ and 
declared very explicitly to his Excellency, that, on T h£ 

PART I>P>THE1R CoURT, THERE WAS- NOT THE 
LEAST GROUND FOR ANY SUCH APPREHENSIONS, 

AS THE Catholic King had, at no time, 

BEEN MORE INTENT UPON' CVLTIVATINC A GOOD 

correspondence with EJvlGLAND, than in 

THE PRESENT CONJUNCTURE. 

General Wall, in relation to this, declares, p. 38. 
/ do not remember any thing, at this time^ more particu- 
lar, than on an infinite number of other occafions ; neither 
do I my/elf comprehend the motive for heightening this. 
And again, p. 59. / do not remember having made it 
ihen in a more particular manner • than at many other 
times, neither do I comprehend the motives for their 
making fuch a point of it* ' The motives for the heigh- 
tening and making fuch a point of it, are well under- 
ftood at London, though not at Madrid, Mr. Pitt 
does not feem to have been the dupe of t\it\tfoothing 
. declarations, which were only the fame Lord Brifiol 
had juft before given from M. Wall, in his letter of 
the 3 1 ft of Augufl, His Catholic Majeffs difpofetiou 
and profejjions heui invariailj been the fame, and viere 
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I believe I may even from thefe pre- 
mifes take it as proved beyond contradic- 
tion, that Spain had come to a final refo- 
lution, and only waited for fome favour- 
able events to throw ofi^ the maik of de- 
ceit and treachery. The denouement 
quickly followed, though probably rather 
fooner than Spain herfelf intended. Lord 
Brijiol explains the true reafons. In his 
letter of Sept, 2 1 , which was received here 
Off. 16, he fays, Amejfenger arrived at St. 
Ildephonfo laji week^ with the news of the 
fafe arrival of the Flota in the Bay of Ca- 
diz, p. 17. In the letter of JVin;. 2. Two 
Jhips have lately arrived at Cadiz, with 
very extraordinary rich cargoes from the Weft 
Indies; so that all the wealth that 

WAS EXPECTED FROM SPANISH AMERICA 

IS NOW SAUE IN Old Spain, p. 29. And 
again, p. 3 5. Eleven large fhips of the line^ 
now lying at Ferrol, are rigged^ manned^ 
and ready to put to fea at afhort warnings 

iwer meattt to cement and ctdtivatetbefriendflnpfo hap" 
fily fuhfifting htnueen our tnxjo Court t^^ F* ''• Is it 
poffible to think the adminiilration was deceived ? or 
did they mean to deceive the public ? 

R 
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icgetber toitb two frigates^ me of which is 
bound to the South Seas, vritb amn^n-baUy 
powdery and nuiny other implements of war. 
By advices from Barcelona / bear that tivo 
oftbe Catbotic King^sftnps of war failed from 
tbence tbe endoflaft montb^ witb two large 
fhips under tbeir convoy^ loaded witb 3500 
barrels of gunpowder ^ 1500 bomb-fiellSf 
500 ebefis of armSy and a coftfiderable quan- 
tity of cannon-balls of different dimenfions^ 
wbicb cargOy it is ima^nedy is defiinedfor 
tbe Spanilh Weft Indies. Many more warr 
like ftores are ready to be fbipped from Qzxz* 
Ionia. Five battalions of different regiments 
of infantry y and two fquadrons of dragoons^ 
are at Cadiz, waiting tbeir final orders to 
embark for America, SffoV corps makes in 
all about 3600 meny p. 35^ Lord Egre- 
mont fays, And bis Majejiy baving after- 
wardsy (that is, between the 31ft of -A- 
gujiy and the 2itho{0iloiery) received in- 
telligencey fcarce admitting a doubt y of troops 
marcbingy and of military preparations mak- 
ing in all tbe ports of Spain, judged that 
bis DIGNITY, as well as bis prudence^ re- 
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quired him to order his Emhajfador at the 
Court of Madrid, by a difpatcb dated the 
2.8 tb of OAohcr^ to demand^ &c. p. 48. 

General JVaU^ thus prepared, at lafl: 
comes out of his intrenchmcnts : for Spain 
no longer found her account in dijfembling. 
She had already taken her part, and the 
old traffick of words and foothing declara^ 
tions was almoft at an end. On * Novem- 
ber 2, (eight t days before Lord Brijlol 
received the very firft difpatches J from 
the new miniftry in England). His Lord- 
Ihip writes word of the furprizing change 
in General Wall's difcourfe^ and an unlooked 
for alteration of fentiments^ and complains 

* This letter cannot be too much attended to, as 
It Hands immediately connedled with the Spanijh pa- 
per or memorial of the 28 th oi Auguft^ is explana- 
tory of the real purport of it, and evidently lays the 
foundation of the rupture, which the new miniflry 
have made with Spain. 

t ^he mejfenger Ardouin delrvtredto me on the lOiB 
infiantf at /^f Efcurial, the bomur rf ycur Lordjhif s 
difpatches of the z%tbpafiy p. 36. 

X The new»mini(lry never received any anfwer to 
the matter of thefe firft difpatches of the 28th of 
OSober, till the 24th of December^ a fortnight after 
the rupture. Lord Brtfiol'$ letter, Dec, 11, p. 41. 

R 2 
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af the haughty language now held hy this 

Court. M. fJKall declares the conduSl of 

England unwarrantable^ for his Catholic 

Majejiy never could obtain an anfwer to any 

memorial or paper'-^tbat we were intoxicated 

with our fuccejfes — and that it was evident 

all we aimed at waSj frfi to ruin the French 

power in order more eafily to crufb Spain, to 

drive all the fubjeSs of the Chrijtian King^ 

not only from their ijland-colonies in the new 

worlds but alfo to dejiroy their feveral forts 

and fettlements upon the continent of North 

America, to have an eajier tajk in feizing 

on all the Spanifli dominions in thofe parts^ 

thereby tofatisfy the utmoft of our ambition^ 

and to gratify our unbounded thirfl of con- 

quefi ; and afterwards, that he would him- 

felf be the man to advifi the King of Spain, 

Jince his dominions were to be overwhelmed^ 

at leaft to have them feized with arms in his 

fubjeUs hands, and not to continue thepaj/ive 

vi£lim he had hitherto appeared to be in the 

eyes of the world, p. 2 6. Now what new 

event, on the part of England, fince the 

refignations, had happened to give occa- 
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fioh to fuch a furious, futile, arid menacing 
declamation ? Lord Briftol writes indeed, 
p. 64. fFbaf had occafioned the great fer- 
mentation during that period at this Courts 
the effeSls of which^ I felt from General 
WallV animated difcourfe at the Efcurial^ 
was the notice havings about that time^ 

reached the Catholic Kingj that the change 
which had happened in the Englifh admini- 
firation^ was relative to meafures propofed 
to be taken againft this country : But furely, 
almoft in Lord Egremonf% own words, 
p. 32, ufed by Lord Brijlol himfelf to 
General Wall^ the notoriety there was that 
every thing in the Royal Councils^ which 

couid-^nd towards the interruption of a 
friendly inttUigence between our Courts (which 
his Majefty\ims fo folicitous to maintain) 
had alfo been avoided^ p. 62, with the con* 
fequential rejigmtions^ muft have produced 
in found argument a direftly contrary ef- 
fedt ; whereas the notice fent by his Lord- 
fliip of the Spantjh preparations, and his 
other reafonings, account very fully for 
the General's aniination at that time, 

R3 



I think the queftion then is reduced to 
this fhort point. Does not the war with 
Spain, even in September, appear to ba*i^e 
been unavoidable ? Moft evidently fb, from 
all the proofs contained in the foregoing 
pages, and even from what is given us of 
Lord BriftoV^ letters, in particular that of 
Auguft 31, with the memorial inclofed^ 
which was received here September 1 1 , and 
was, to be fure, no fmall part of the 
ground, on which Lord Temple's and Mr. 
P/V/'s written advice oi September 1 8 to re- 
call Lord Briftoly was founded. Everjr 
praftice of the moft civilized ftates, every 
formality prefcribed by the law of nations, 
every proceeding which the moft fcrupu- 
lous rules of good faith, could require, 
might have been obferved, and the noblefl: 
opportunity of expeditioufly and glorioufly 
terminating both a French and a Spanijb 
war been feized, which is now irrecover- 
ably loft. The firmeft nerves of Spain^ 
and with them the laft hopes of France^ 
might foon have been withered, and the 
Brittjh empire have received greater, and 
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inore important, acquifitions, tlian any It 
yet can boaft from the unparalleled, and 
dazzling fucce/ies, even of this glorious 
war. 

Whoever confiders the fituation of Spain 
(unprepared as (he was at the time the 
written advice was given*) with refpedt 
to her ports, her fhips of war in thofe 
ports, her colonies, her commerce, her 
ewn as well as the riches of France on 
board her fhips, can never fufficiently la- 
ment thelols of an autumnal campaign -f% 
If we add that the fleet of England was at 

* All advices concur in proving that the ftate of 
Spain was at that time mach the fame as at the 
breaking out of the war in 1 739* The city o/Ma^ 
nila mig&t be <weU/uppofed to have been in the fame de^ 
'fencele/s comtitian <witb all the other Si^2Si\ik/ettlements^ 
juft at the brealdhg out of the ivar : That is to fay^ 
their fortifications negleSted^ and in many places decayed % 
their cannon difmountedy or ufdefs^ by the mouldering of 
their carriages I their magazines^ 'whether of military 
fiores or frovifioUf all empty ; their garrifons unpaid^ 
and conjequently thin^t ill^affeOtdf and dijpirited\ and 
the Royal chefis in Peru, 'whence alone all thefe difordtrf 
could receive their redrefs^ drained io the very bottoffu 
Anfon'sVoyage, quarto edition of 174 S, p. 3. 

f Part of the preparations iince made both i|i 
JEurope and America^ may be feen from Lord Brifiol'j 
Teftimony, p. ^3 of this pamphlcU 

R4 



K 248 ) 

no time fo formidable, her fcamen nevrt 
fo full of fpirit, and flufli'd with repeated 
viftories, in Europe only upwards of 1 40 
fliips of war, in the other parts of the 
world above 100 more, we muft fink in 
amazement at our fupinenefs and xicgledr 
of fo critical a period, after fo long tame- 
nefe under injuries* I will add long- tame- 

fiefs un^er injuries •> for I think the condu& 
of SpaiUy even during the fix years nego- 
ciation, was fo grofsly partial to our pro- 
feQfcd enemies, as would have juftified any 
overt ads on the fide of England^ from 
every principle of juftice ; but motives of 
moderation and policy reftrained us. The 
affair of the Antigullican was alone of liich 
magnitude as to have called for reprifals 
againft a Court, which avowed fuch grofi 
partiality and injuftice, and committed 
fuch repeated afts of the higheft indignity. 
Not the leaft fatisfaftion was ever offered, 
though often demanded, Qn the con^ 
trary, it was followed by many flagrant 
afts of notorious violence. It is a known 
faft, that botji the l^w of n^tiwis, and the 
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eftablifii'd cuftoms of all maritime ftatcs; 
have been violated by Spain in every one 
of her ports, from a declared partiality to 
the French. They were treated almoft as 
natural-born Spaniards^ though the Family 
CompaSi did not at that time fubfift, and 
the Englijh as enemies, though called 
friends, to whom the King of Spain was 
ever declaring much cordiality and re- 
gard. 

Ruinous indeed it may prove for this 
country, that the adminiftration, which 
for fo many years has continued unani- 
mous in carrying on the war in Germany^ 
UNANIMOUS likewife in rejefting the terms 

of peace offered by France^ Ihould have 
differed in opinion (if indeed they did fo) 
with regard to the glaring duplicity, and 
hoftile intentions, of the Court of Spain ! 
It required, alas ! no great fcope of judg- 
ment, nor any deep fagacity, to difcover 
the real views ^ p. 24. of Spain^ and that 
the war with that power was inevitable. 
A truth which moft plainly appears from 
the very papers publifhed to conceal it. 
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The only queftion moft evidently was, 
whether we flxould enter into it with every 
advantage on our fide, or from weaknei^ 
indecifion, or a delufive hope at bcft, give 
to our determined enemy that time to pre- 
pare, which it was notorious (he wanted, 
lofe the feafon for a&ion, and facrifice to 
the imbecility of a few mort laft words three 
moft important months, at the end of 
which we find ourfelves reduced to the ne* 
ceflity of breaking with Spain^ exaftly as 
we ought to have done {o long before. 
Whoever can now pride himfelf in the^^- 
<raftinating advice he gave to his fovereign, 
may he enjoy in full luftre that eminent 
glcry of his life ! If fuch are the glories^ 
what muft the difgraces be I I mean not to 
draw any uncandid pifture of the prefent 
adminiftration : I am forry I muft fay that 
we have had too much experience of one 
part of them, and too little of the other, 
to be very fanguine. Two Secretaries of 
State, in thefe dangerous times, be- 
come minifters by inlpiration ! We have 
as little experience of them, as they have 
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of bufinefs. In no department of the ftate, 
nor in parliament, has either held any 
rank or eftimation. But thefe defefts will 
be amply fupplied by the induftry and ex- 
perience of a laborious gentleman^ who has 
long paced in the trammels of the ft at e^ with 
no ambition or avarice to gratify. A decla- 
ration the public has heard repeatedly from 
bimfelf He neither 

Ambitione mala^ aut argenti pallet amore. 

HOR. 

But may the dignity of the crown, the ho- 
nour of his majefty, the glory of the na- 
tion, and the important acquifitions made 
during the late miniftry, be fafe in their 
hands ! Their hands have been ftrength- 
cn'd in every manner they could afk on 
wifti ; and no oppofition has been made 
to them ; unlefs it is called oppofition, to 
endeavour to preferve the confidence of 
our allies once boundlefs, and to keep up 
the high fpirit of the nation under the 
enormous, but neceffary, burthens of the 
war. 
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In no truly Britijb quarrel, but in the 
caufe of our allies, the Spantjh marine was 
deftroyed by Sir George Byng^ in 1 7 1 8, 
without any previous declaration of -war. 
We were not, in confequenceof that ftep, 
treated in Europe as an uncivilized nation, 
fpurning at all laws, or as a neft of pi- 
rates ; but the policy zxidifpirit of the mea- 
fure was univerfally admired. As to the 
jujlice of fuch a proceeding, I determine 
nothing : I leave it to thofe ftate cafuifts 

who feized the French fhips before a de- 
claration of war *. The intereft of Great 
Britain v/as not then immediately concern- 
ed, as in the prefent cafe, but our allies 
wifhed, and obtained, our vigorous and 
efFeftual fupport. By that decifive exer- 
tion of our ftrength, the conteft between 
the two nations was in efFeft finiflied al- 
moft as foon as begun. The impartial 
public will judge for themfelves, how 
great the probability is, that the like fuc- 

cefs had followed meafures equally fpi- 
rittd, preceded hy a declaration of war -^ which 

* Wl^. M^imoire H'Jio'ique^ No. 17. Art. 12. » 



1 
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in this cafe bad been founded en the clearefi 
principles of jujiice and equity. I am at 
leaft certain no man of candour could have 
cenfured England as accelerating precipi- 
tately a war*^ long refolved by Spain ^ I . 
imifi: fay, too long delayed by England^ I 
rather fear the example of the fpirit of the 
late meafures -f will be thought to be al- 
j^cady forgot ; and as thofe meafures were 
decried as too bold and daring, more fee- 
ble, more pufilanimous,* lefs encouraging 
to our real friends, lefs hoftile to our ene- 
mies, will be found to be adopted. In 
the prefent cafe. Lord Briftol is ordered, 
fo early as July iS^ to comi to categorical 
andfatisfaSlory declarations relatively to the 
final intentions of Spain. Mr. PittV letteTy 
•p, 3. to which Lord Briftol^ on the part 
of Sfain^ never returns either a catego- 
rical or SATISFACTORY anfwcr. The in- 
genious General Wall^ through the whole 
negociation, appears referved and artful 

• Vid. the Declaration of War agatnft Spain, 
Jan, 2, 1762. 

f Vid. Z<?r^/Egremont's Utter, p. 23. 
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at Icaft, not to fay full of duplictty. At 
laft General Wall replied^ He bad no orders 
to acquaint me with any meafures but ^jobat 
be bad formerly communicated to me ^ and 
Jignified bis not being at liberty to fay ofr^ 
more J Nov. 2. p. 27. AU tbat I could^ 
nvitb difficulty^ extort from General Wall 
was^ tbat bis Catbolic Majefiy bad judged it 
expedient to renew bis family compacts 
{tbofe were tbe exprefs words) witb tbe Moft 
Cbriftian King — Here tbe Spanifh minifier 
ftoptjhorty and J as if be bad gone beyond 
wbat be intended^ be faid^ tbat tbe Count de 
Fuentes, and M. BuiTy bad declared to bis 
Majefiy^s mimflers all tbat was meant to he 
communicated to tbem^ Nov. 2. p. 29. Can 
any thing be imagined more contemptu- 
ous, or more infolent ? But what follows 
is excellent Spanifb humour ; and the in- 
imitable Hogartb could, from thefe few 
lines, give us a moft diverting fronriipiecc 
to the papers^ if adminiftration did not 
feem refolved no more to employ men of 
fuperior parts and genius. Lord Brifiof 
fay s, / l^e^ an to flatter my f elf I migbt obtain 
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the categorical an/weVy I was crdered W^^ 
mandy without the Spaniih minijier's fuJpeH'^ 
ing my ultimate orders. When I was going 
out of his roomy he took me by the handy and 
faidy with a smile, he hoped ; hut there 
he flopped. I ajked him what he hoped, 
that I might alfo hope, and that all might 
concur in the fame hopes : But his Excel-- 
lency only thenbowedy and took his leave of 

mcy p. 63. General WaU is too much of 

« 

a Spaniard ever to laugh ; but his f miles are 
very fignificant. Lord Briftoi declares, 
M. Wall ever ailed in too ingenuous a man- 
ner for me to fufpeSt the leaft diiplicity in his 
conduSy p. 19. Now was he tvtringenu^ 
Wis and frank enough to communicate to 
Lord Briftoly the leaft article citht family 
€ompa£ly or did he ever hint that fuch a 
thing was in agitation ? From the Catholic 
Kinfs very particular partiality towards 
Lord Briftoi, p. 66. I fuppofe M, fFalt 
was ordered to ^are his Lordlhip the 
concern fo alarming a treaty muft have 
occaiioned, and only, from time to time, 
to ufe the foothing founds oi friendfbipy ho* 
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nour^ cordiaKtyy affeSlion^ &c. &c. tofnnle^ 
to boWy to take him by the hand^ and to 
-^bape. What ? I know no more than 
the prefent miniftry. 

Lord Briftol feems totally uninformed 
of fo important an affair as xht family com- 
paily till long after that treaty was ligned 
and ratified, and only a few days * before 
he is told of it from England. OSlober 1 8, 
Lord Egremont writes to Lord Briftol : His 
Majefty cannot imagine that the Court of 
Spzin Jhoutd think it unreafonable to defire a 
communication of the /r^^/y aciAiowledged 
to have been lately concluded between the 
Courts of Madrid and Verfailles, p. 2u 
When was this acknowledgment made? 
Surely this relates to the rupture with 
Spain ? Yet not a line of this intelligence 
is among the papers. 

By this time, I think it muft appear 
how much Lord Briftol^ though poflcfled 
of real talents, was deceived by the Court 
of Spain ; a Court as infidious as that of 
France. Let me next remark, how dex- 

♦ Vide his letter of Nov. 2. 
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trous the new miniftry here were in en- 
deavouring to deceive thetnfclves. In the 
anfwer delivered to the Count de Fuentesj 
by the Earl of Egremonty Dec. 31, it is 
faid, "The Embajfador at the Court of Ma- 
drid, by a difpatch dated the 2Sth of 06to- 
ber, was ordered to demand^ in terms the 
mofi meafuredj however ^ and the moft ami'- 
cable^ a communication of the treaty recently 
concluded between the Courts of Madrid and 
Verfailles, or^ at leaft^ of the articles which 
might relate to the interejl ^/Great Britain— 

and-^TO CONTENT HIMSELF WITH ASSUR- 
ANCES, in cafe the Catholic King offered to 
give any^ that the faid engagements did not 
contain any thing that was contrary to the 
friendjhip which fubjified between the two 
crowns^ or that was prejudicial to the inte- 
rejis of Great Britain, fuppqfing that any 
difficulty was made of fhewing the treaty^-p. 48. 
The new miniftry are now got off from 
the true ground, which was the memo- 
rial of Spanijh affairs verbatim fent from 
Madrid, and the letter of Lord Brijiol^s 
of Augu/i 3 1) with the enclofures; and 
S 
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have confined their view to the fingle point 
of the late treaty, or the family compa£l. 
Every thing relative to the final intentions 
of Spain^ concerning which Lord Briftol is 
ordered, in Mr. Pitfs letter, fo early as 
Jufy 28, #^ ceme to categorical and Satisfac- 
tory declarations^ is omitted in this de- 
mand, and Lord Brifiol is ordered to 
confine himfelf to tlw new treaty* This 
I agree with Lord Egremont is certain- 
ly no equivocal proof of dtpendsmce on 
ihe good faith of the Catholic King^ in 
fibewing him an unbounded confidence in fo 
important an affair^ p. 49 : How merited, 
we have feen from what paflfed in the lat- 
ter months of the negociation ; and in ail 
probability fhould fee more glaringly, if 
the whole negociation, fince the acceffion 
of his prefent Cathahc Majefly, were com- 
municated to us. From that unbounded 
confidence the new miniftry entirely loft 
fight of the moft oflfenfive and hofKlc mat- 
ter in the memorial of July 25, and the 
papers of Auguft 3 1 , attacking the dignity 
of the crown of England in a manner furely 
^ar more unbecoming and infolent than 
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Xhztfpirlt of haughtinefs and^difccrd^ vMch^ 
.fays M. IVall^ diSated that inconfiderate 
fiepy and which^ for ibe misfortune of man- 
kindy Jim reigns fo much in the Britilh go- 
vernment^ which made in the fame inftant 
the declaration of xvar^ and attacked the 
King of SpainV dignity^ p. 6y, It is plain 
they were accommodating themfelves at 
any rate tamely to become the dupes of 
Spain ; for all they defired, by the dif- 
patch of the 28 th of O^obery was- an af- 
furance of the innocence of the treaty in quef 
tioHy p. 23 ; and they pafled by every 
thing elfe, though of the moft hoftile ten- 
dency. Confcious of this, Lord Egremonty 
at the end of bis anfwer to the Conde de 
Fuentesy December 3 1 , pleads guilty for him- 
felf and his brother minifters, to the charge 
that may he exhibited againft them of an 
intentionally facile and willing credulity, 
. when he &ys. But fortunately the terms in 
^ ivhicb the declaration * (Fuentes\) is con- 

• That the /aid treaty is only a con<veniion between 
• ibi famh of Bourbon, wubereim ihere is nothing that 
has the leaft relation to the frefint war , Fuextes's note 
delivered to Lord Egremont, Dec. 25 • p. 46 

• S Ji . 



( 2^0 ) 

4ehidi fpare us the regret of not havhtg rt^ 
ceived it fooner \ for it appears^ otfirfifigbt^ 
that the anfwer is not at all conformahle to 
the demand. JVe wanted to he informed^ If 
the Court of Spain intended to join the 
French, our enemies^ to make war on Great 
Britain \ or to depart from their neutrality ? 
Whereas the anfwer concerns one treaty only^ 
(all that was afk'd by the difpatch of the 
a 8 th oSOaoberj) which is f aid to be of the 
1 ^th of Auguft ; carefulfy avoiding to fay 
the leaft word that could explain^ in any man- 
ner^ the intentions of Spain towards Great 
Britain, or the further engagements they may 
have contrail ed in theprefent crifis. In the 
difpatch indeed of Lord Egremont to Lord 
BriftoU oi November 19, in aniwer to Lord 
BriftoVs letter of November 2, p. 32, the 
new miniiby amend their own queftion, 
and at laft demand a precise and cate- 
gorical ANSWER from the Court of Ma- 
drid, relative to their intention with regard 
to Great Britain in this critical conjunBure^ 
which brought on the rupture on the loth 
of December^ and is precifely what was 
direfted by Mr, Pitt fo early as July 28. 
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I cannot pafs by thai other part of Lord 
Egremonfs anfwer delivered to the Count 
de Fuentes Decemker 31, in which it is faid. 
She Embajfador (of England) having ad^ 
drejfed bimfelfto the minifter ofSpdinfor that 
purpofe^ could only draw from him a refufal^ 
to give a fatisfaSory anfwer to his Majeftfs 
JUST REQUISITIONS*, wbich he had accom- 
panied with terms that breathed nothing but 
haugbtinefsj animofity^ and menace, and 
which feemed fo ftrongly to verify the fufpi- 
cions of the unamicable difpojition of the Court 
^Sp^n, p. 49, without obferving that 
this cannot poflibly be the realftateof the 
fadt, (though his Lordftiip but a few lines 
before fays, he will confine himfelf tofaSiSj 
with the moft fcrupulous exaSnefs) for Lord 
Egremont receives no anfwer from Lord 

• The following paragraph of Lord BriftoVt let- 
ter of iVov. 2, p. «5, demonftrates that thefe^'ij/? rif- 
^uifitions were not made in confequence of any orders 
from the Qqmxi oi England : Suchftrtmy reports of an 
approaching rupture bettueen Great Britain and Spain, 
grounded upon fever al authentic ajfurances I had recei'ved^ 
ihatfome a%re$ment had been fettled and finned het<ween 
their Catholic and Moft Chriftian Majefties^ DETE^r 
MINED ME /0 enquire mnutelj into thif affair. 

S3 
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Briftol f t» the orders to make the just? 
REQuisiTioKS contained in \iv^ two diP- 
patches (of the 28di oiQUoher^ zxid 19th 

f It IS remarked in the Gazette o{ Madrid^ pab* 
liihed by aathority» in thefe words : And ^lufjot is 
morejingularf u, that th^ attribute the laft endcasvour^ 
*which they ordered Lord Briflol to makcy and ivhicJ^ 
cavfed the rupture y to the languafi^e of haughtinefs^ am-^ 
mojity^ and menace, ivith nvhicb (according to them J 
cur Court answered to the cin)il and amicable demand that 
mnifter modi in conjequence (fay they) of an order of the 
zBth of Odlober. Unfortunately for them, they havp 
not conjidered that in an interval ffom the zSthof06io^ 
her to the ^ft or zd o^ Decern ber» the day upon tvhicJbf 
Lord Briftol'j laft letter arrifvedj it is itnpojftble an ex- 
prefs can come from London to Madrid, return to Lon- 
don fwith an anfwer to his difpatchf and go back /# 
Madrid wth the reply. Gazette de Amfterdam Da 
Mardi 23 Fevrier 1 762. De Madrid le 2 Fevrier 
1762. Par le meme courier, qui a apporte au Roi 
la noavelle de la refolution prife a la cour Britanni^ 
de noas declarer la guerre, le Cbmte de Fuentes a 
envoye a S. M. un Memoire remis a cet Ambailk* 
deur avant Ton depart d^ Lpndres par le Comt^ 
d'Egremont, Secretaire d'Etat de S. M. Britannique, 
en reponfe a la declaration que le Comte de Fueiues 
lui avoit donne par ecrit quplques jours auparavant^ 
Ces deux pieces ont ete inferees, par ordre de notre 
cour, dans la Gazette de Madrid, avec les obferva- 
tions fuivantes fur le memoire delivre par le Comte 
d'Egremont. — Et ce qtCil y a de plus fingulier^ t^efi 
quoits attribuent la dernier e tentati've qu^on a fait f aire 
au Lord Briftclp et qui a caufe la rupture^ au ton de 
hauteur J d^animofitey et de menace^ a'vec lequel (felon 
eux) notre cour a repondu dux demandes honnetes et ami-^ 
ables que ce miniftre fit en <vertu (difent-ils) d*un ordre 
^u zS O^obre. Malheureufement pour eux, ih i^onf 
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of J^ovember^) till the 24th oi December^ z 
fortnight after the rupture, which hap- 
pened on the loth. p. 41, & 43, except 
what I will now ftate, which is far from 
containing the repeated and the moftftin^** 
ing refufals to give the leaft fatisfaSion^ 
p. 50. Extract from Lord Briftol's letter 
to the Earl of Egremont^ November' 23, 
p. 37 : // wiU not be poJjSible for me to re-dif- 
patch a fnejfenger to Enghnd for ftveral 
daysy notwitbftanding my having bad another 
long conference with M. Wall, at which I 
entered minutely into every argument fuggejk- 
ed to me by your Lordfhip. Although I dare 
not flatter my f elf with having gained any 
ground upon the Spanilh minifter^ yet I never 
before obferved his Excellency liften with 
greater attention to my difcourfe^ than at our 
late meeting. When he anfwered me^ it was 
without warmth ; when he applied to me^ it 
was friendly ; andy after longreafoningSy on 

point fait attention que^ ^ns un intervalle comme cehti 
du 28 du dit mots au ler ou z. dt Decemhre^jour ququel 
arri'va U dernier courier du Lord BrifioU it*Jf impoffihh 
qu*on expres *vienne de Londres a Madrid^ tetourne a 
. Londres avec la reponfe aju defeche^ et reviennc Mu" 
drid a'uec la repliquu 

S 4 . 



( 264 ) 
hotbJideSy we parted with reciprocal pro^ 
tejiations to each other of our eameft defirc 
to continue in peace. General Wall atfo 
promifed mCy to acquaint bis Catholic Ma- 
iifiy^ circumftantiallyj with, what had faffed 
between us. I entreat your hordfhip not to 
think me inconfequential in what IrelaSe : It 
is my duty to mention the refult of each inr- 
terview. with the Spanifli fecretary ofjiate. 
411 1 fi^^ ^» account of in my letter^ of the 
2d injlantj was literally what bad happene4 
at that time ; and the change I have jufi 
hinted^ when I laft faw M. Wall, is equalfy 
certain. 

I will obferve but upon one pafiage 
more, and that is from Lord Egremonfs 
difpatch of November 19, becaufe when 
he is drove to the neceflity of defending 
the proceedings of the prefent miniftry, 
he gives (what poffibly was not his objeft) 
the flilleft juftification of Mr. Pitt. As to 
the affertion of thai minifter (M. Wall) 
** That his Catholic Majefty never could 
obtain an anfwer from the Britijh mini- 
ftry, to any memorial or paper that wjs 
*? fcnt from Spain^ -cither by the fhanncJ 
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^ of tJie Count di Fuentes^ or through 
^ your hands," it would be a ufelefs con^ 
^efc.enfion to appeal fo repeatedly to tbofi 
ample materials in your Excellences pojfeffion^ 
for the confutation of a proportion fo notoriw 
eujly groundlefsj that it fcarce deferves afe-- 
rious anfwer. The language M. Wall beld^ 
relative to the late, negociation with France, 
as well as with regard to our ambition and 
unbounded tbirft of conquejiy as it confifts of 
mere abufive ajfertion^ without the leafifhew 
cf argument y deferves nothing but plain con-- 
tradiSliony p. 31. 

Before I quit the papers^ it may be ne- 
ceffary to add, that I fee nothing fo alarm- 
ing in the war with Spain^ had it been 
entered into in time, and were well con- 
duced. I have read the hiftories of both 
nations, and am happy to agree with our 

minifters that experience has fhewn that 
when in contradiSlion to the obvious princit 
pies of our common interejis^ that harmony 
has been unhappily interrupted^ Spain has 
always been the greateft fufferer^ p. 21, 
^eed I do more in fupport of this opinion 
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than mention the late war againfl the conp 
bined forces of France arid Spain^ united 
before the French marine was annihil^ed, 
as k now is ; and at a period, when the 
navy of England had not reached its pre* 
fent greatnefs, and irrefiftible Ibperiority 2 
The evidence to be drawn from thefe 
imperfed and mutilated papers, is now 
fully and fairly ftated. I call them imr 
perfect and mutilated^ becaufe they have 
their commencement, only from the very 
point, when the long negociation between 
England and Spain being become hopele&, 
the infolent attempt was made by the two 
branches of the Houfe of Bourbon^ then 
united, to force on his Majefty and the 
Englijh nation, the conceflion of thofe inr 
admiflible terms, which Spain alone d^ 
fpaired of being able to compel us to grant. 
An attempt of infidious perfidy, which 2^ 
once proved the particular peace betwixt 
England and France to be hopelefs and 
impradticable ; for what ceffions to France 
could an Englijh adminiftration be juftificd 
in making, while flie declared herfelf 



( 267 ) 
eventually engaged to take part with 
Spain in a new war for Spanijh objefts, to- 
tally inadmiffible ; from which proteft it 
doth not appear that either Court ever de- 
parted ? The fpecious and falfe appear- 
ances of candour, which the publication of 
papers in fuch a ftatc is meant to convey, 
are aa eafily feen thro* and dctefted, as 
they are unfair and ungenerous. A great 
deal of very important intelligence, rela- 
tive to the point in queftion, is plainly 
withheld* The fufpicions arifing from the 
fuppreflion of evidence are, no doubt, in 
the opinion of government, more tolerable 
than the conviftion founded upon full 
proof. Even the particulars of the nego-' 
ciation with France are ftill fecreted from 
the public, as far as it is in the power of 
our government ^ left, among other good 
reafons, as it ftands naturally connedled 
with the Spanijh^ they might, if confidered 
together, throw too ftriking a light on 
the whole. The infinite importance of 
what is fupprefled, I do not pretend to 
determine \ but the papers are evidently 
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thiis partially Isdd before the public b/ 
adminiftration, to juftify, if poflible, their 
delay : with what fuccefs the public will 
determine. As to the wildom of the wrif- 
ten advicey it ftands akeady proved by the 
event : but before we can enter fully into 
that difpute (if there can be ftill a doubt) 
all the materials, aU th& evidence, both 
from papers zxAfa^s^ on which that ad- 
vice was founded, ought, in common juf- 
tice, to be laid before the public. From 
what we already know with certainty, even. 
from thefe papers^ as to what Spain bad 
already done^ not from what that Court 
Plight further intend to do *, I cannot but 
own my furprize, that there fhould be a 
difference of opinion with regard to meafures 
to be taken againji Spain, of the bigbejlim-- 
portance to the honour of the crown^ and to 
the mojl effential national inter efts *. When 
I am told that only one noble Lord, and 
the late Secretary of State, of the moft 
confidential fervants of the crown, con- 

* ViJe A letter from a Right Hon peribn to 
in the city. 



( 469 ) 
cvifi^d in aft opinion fo evident, lb clearly 
deduced from fuch a variety of proofs, I 
cannot but imagine that there muft have 
been Ibme powerful combination, fome 
underhand intrigues, among mininfters of 
more denominations than one, to force the 
refignation of the Right Hon. Gentleman. 
He muft long have been looked upon with 
an unfriendly and jealous eye by minifters, 
to whom it is his honour that he was fo 
very unlike 5 and who, though real una- 
nimity attended it in the nation, could ill 
brook his pofTefling in fo high a degree, 
(what they never had the leaft fliare of) the 
confidence of a difcerning and enlightened 
people. A point of the utmoft confe- 
quence to every miniftry, in this kingdom. 
The glories of this gendeman's adminiftra* 
tion, (that is, while he was allowed ttf 
guide * the meafures of this nation) and the 

* If one minifier on refipui^ tUfiah may not, ii| 
die true fpirit of the connitutioa* fay that herefigns, 
in 9rder mt to remain rtffonfMefir wuafuru^ nuhicb kt 
njuas no longer aUowed to rnide in his own department, 
, to the execution of which he muft fet his hand ; what 
an idea of parliament and of the conftitution muft an 
f ther have entertained, who could, juft before taking 



^ 
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applaufes of his grateful country, hacvc 
given him at kail a due portion of enfuj^ 
which is a certain attendant on iplendid 
fnerit. 

Sure Fate <^all, beneath whofe riling ray. 
Each ftar of meaner merit fades away ! 
Oppreft'd we feel the beam dire6tiy beat ; 
Thofe Suns of Gbry pleafe not till they fet. 

Pope. 

That only two refignations have accompa- 
f nied that of the late Secretary, is no fur- 

prize to me. 

Je Juis Anglois^ je dots /aire le bien 
Demtmpays^ mais plus encore le mien^ 

the feals, write die following cSicuUr letter, sot yet 
ie-verfifodf or he-noted? 

•♦SIR, 
** The King has declared his intention to make 
«» me Secretary of State, and 1 (very unworthy as I 
-<* fear I am of ^ch an undertaking) muft ioke the 
** conduS of the Houfe of Commons. I cannot there- 
^ fore well accept the office till after the firft day's 
« debate^ which may be a warm one. A great at- 
«« tendance that day of my friends will be of tiic 
« greateft confequence to my fotare fituatioi^, and I 
« Siould be extremely happy« if yon would* ferdiat 
« reafoni (hew yourielfamongft diem* to the great 
« honour of, ISc. 
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iays Voltaire^ who lived a good while in 
this country, and feems to know it pretty 
well. 

From thefe few and fcanty materials, fo 
Iparingly dealt out to the public, I have 
endeavoured to give you all the fatisfac- 
tion in my power. I could poffibly have 
amufed you more, but I have all along 
preferred the defire of informing to that of 
entertaining you. Perhaps you had been 
better pleafed, if I had deviated more, and 
had not conpned myfelf fo ftridtly to the 
evidence o£ the papers^ and tofaifs which 
will not be denied. 

To conclude. Let me add to hopes not 
very fanguine, very fincerc and very fer- 
vent wiflies : May the maftperfe3 harmony, 
mutual confidence^ and unanimity^ whicb^ 
Lord Egremonty 05loher 28, fays, p. 23, 
now reign in his Majeftfs councils^ for the 
fake of the public, long continue ! May 
the expedition now failed to the Weft-In' 
dies prove, by fuccefs, to have been timely 
in preparation, adequate in force, to the 
objedt, whatever it may be ! May our 
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army m Girmany *, (fmcc it is ftifl to coi> 
tinue there, though Mr. Pin is retired,) 
and the Kings of Pruffia and Portugal find 
that example has indeed been taken of the 
fpirit of thelatemeafures*y p. 23. znd thai 
the meafures of government wiUfuffer no re- 
luxation^ p. 22. from feeble, procraftinat- 

ing, and undecided counfels, founded in 
weaknefs and' duplicity. And, to grace 
the whole, may the beft-difpofed prince, 
that has at any time fwayed the! fceptre of 
Alfred^ never live to want a minifter as 
able, and fuccefsful as Mr. Pitt. 

' I am, &c, 

* It is confidently aflferted in honour of the Se- 
creUiy of State of the Notthern department, that 
he Ukennifi did immediately on Mr. Piti's refignation 
give the flrongeft afTurances to" the German allies* 
that the refignation of that min fter would not occa- 
fion the leaft change in meafures» except only that 
they would be carried on with redoubled vigour. 
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